@an 6 biét tai sao Chua Gié-su lai ra chi thi, bt cac

mén dé khéng dwoc mang heong thiee, bao bi, tién gidt hing,
khong dwoc mdc hai ao, va da vao nha nao, thi hay o lai do
cho dén lic ra di... khong? Toi nghi, c6 18 12 vi hai 1y do sau
day:

e Thir nhét, khi mang theo luong thyc, tién bac, tui bi,
40 quan...thi cdc 6ng s& bi phan tim, s& bi sao nhang
trong st vu ma Ngai trao pho. That vay, néu cac ong
dem theo lwong thuc thi cac 6ng phai lo bao quan dé
khoi bi hu th6i, mang theo tién bac thi dé bi nguy hiém
dén tinh mang, bi trdm, bi cudp...Con mang theo bao
bi thi thé nao ciing lo kiém chac bo vao cho day. Cang
mang theo nhiéu thir linh kinh bao nhiéu, thi cang kho
khin trong viéc di chuyén bay nhiéu, va chic chin cac
ong s& khong thé nao chi tim vao nhiing sir vu ma
Chtia giao pho.

e Thir hai, Ngai mudn cac 6ng biét, cong viéc rao giang,
kéu goi nguoi ta dn nan sam héi, viéc trir quy, viéc
chita lanh cho cdc bénh nhan la viéc CHINH con
nhitng nhu cAu vat chat, vé chuyén an uéng chi la
chuyén PHU ma thoi. Chinh Chua da day cac 6ng
rang: “Tién van hay di tim kiém mede Thién Chiia, con
moi sy khac Ta sé ban cho sau!” (Mt 6:33).

Qua bai Tin Mung cua Chtia Nhat hdm nay, ban hoc duoc
gi, riéng to1, t61 hoc dugc hai bai hoc rat quan trong nay:

Thir nhat, 1a mon dé ciia Chua Kitd, dimg dinh bén qua nhiéu
dén cua cai vat chat. Cang c6 nhiéu cua cai vat chét bao
nhiéu, thi t6i cang lo lang, cang s hii va tim hon cang bt
an nhiéu bay nhiéu. Té hon nita, t6i s& khong thé nao chu
toan nhitng trach nhiém bon phan ma Chiia di giao phé cho
t6i, va toi s& khong thé nao hudng nhin 1én thuong gidi, noi
buc Gié-su ngu tri duoc, boi vi Chua Gié-su da canh bao:
“Kho tang cua anh em ¢ dau thi long anh em ¢ do!” (Lc
12:34)

Tht hai, t6i phai c6 kha nang phan biét dugc cai gi la
CHINH, va cai gi 1a PHU. Trong thyc t&, c6 nhiéu ngudi,
ké ca hang gi4o si chung t6i nita, khong phan biét duoc dau
la cai chinh va dau la cai phy. Vi du:

e Ddi v6i nhitng mon dé duoc Chua tuyén chon, thi
VIEC CHINH la doc kinh Than Vu, cau nguyén, Chau
Théanh Thé, suy niém 10i Chua, doc sach thiéng liéng,
hoc hoi, nghién ctru Kinh Théanh, soan bai giang, giai
t6i, xirc dau bénh nhan... Con tiéc ting, giai tri, choi
tennis, danh golf, di cau, lam MC cho cic bubi tiéc
gy quy, di chay show trinh dién vin nghé¢, di 1am linh
huéng cho cac doan hanh huong...CHI LA PHU thbi!

e Ddi véi cha me Cong Gido, viec CHINH 1a cham lo cho
ph?m linh hon cta con cai minh duge no théa, dua
chiing di dy 1€, hoc Gido Ly, lanh nhan cac phép bi tich,
song dao duc, siéng ning doc kinh cau nguyén. Con
nhitng vi¢c nhu lo cho con cai tro thanh 6ng nay ba no,
co béng, co cép, c6 dia vi cao trong xa hdi, tré thanh
bac si, dugc si, nha si, luat su...chi [a PHU!

e La nhiing Kito Hitu, thi chu toan bon phan tham du
thanh 18 ngay Chua Nhat 1a viéc CHINH. Con tiéc sinh
nhat, tiéc ky niém hon phéi, gid chap, di camping, di du
thuyén, di du lich, coi super bowl, world cup, di céu ca,
di hiking...tat ca chi la PHU!

Hy vong bay gi ban dé hiéu tai sao Chua Gié-su lai ra chi
thi, bit cac mén dé khong diroc mang lrong thuee, bao by, tién
gidt heng, khong dwoc mdc hai do, va da vao nha nao, thi hiy
& lai @6 cho dén lic ra di... rdi! Néu ban hiéu, thi xin ban cau
nguyén that nhiéu cho cac mén dé ciia Chua Kitd, nhat 1a cau
nguyén cho hang Gido Pham va hang Gido Si, nhimng ngudi
d3 duoc Chua tuyén chon va sai di rao gidng, kéu goi nguoi
ta én nan sam héi, trir quy, chita bénh ...

e Xin cau nguyén cho chung toi, nhitng nguoi duoc Chiia
moi goi song doi thanh hién duge on trung thanh, va
xin cho chiing toi dimng ai dam mé, ham ho tién tai, danh
vong, chtrc quyén; khong lo tim kiém nhiing 10i khen
tang & nhiing sy tan duong cua ngudi doi, nhung chi
di tim kiém 10i khen tang ctia Thién Chia ma thoi.

e Xin cau nguyén cho cac bac lam cha me, xin Chua ban
cho ho on khon ngoan, dé ho c6 kha ning phan biét
duoc cai gi chinh va cai gi la phu. Nho vay, ho méi co
thé huéng dan va gido duc con cai ciia ho chi tAm vao
nhing cai chinh, nhiing gi ¢6 loi cho phan linh hon cua
chung.

e Cau nguyén xin Chua gin giit ban va t6i, cing tit ca
moi Kit6 hitu, dé chiing minh khéng bi cua cai, danh
vong, churc quyén va dia vi 161 kéo chiing minh ra khoi
quy dao yéu thuong ctia Thién Chia. Nhung ludn biét
cht tam vao viéc CHINH, d6 1a ton tho Chiia trén hét
moi sy, va 1am moi cach dé cho phan linh hén cua
chung minh dugc no thoa an tinh cua Chua.

Xin Chta ban cho ban nhiing on can thiét, dé ban biét tin
tudng, pho thac, duoc thoat khoi nhitng lo 4u trong cudc sdng
hang ngay, biét phan biét giita cai chinh va phy, chu tam lo
cho doi sau qua viéc siéng ning tham duy thanh 1&, xung t0i,
rudc Minh Thanh Chia, quang dai va hang hai lam viéc bac
4i b6 thi.

Céu chuc ban mot tudn 18 méi tran ngdp niém vui, su binh an,
ludn 1a mon d¢€ trung tin cia Chua.



%e you ever wondered why Jesus gave a directive,

instructing the disciples to take nothing for the journey, no
food, no sack, no money in their belts, no second tunic, and
wherever they enter a house, stay there until they leave?
In my opinion, most likely for these two reasons:

e First of all, when they take food, money, a sack, a
tunic...then they will be distracted, sidetracked
from the mission that was entrusted to them. Indeed,
if they pack food along the way, they must store it
without spoiling; if they bring money, they will put
their lives in danger, be robbed, mugged...And if
they carry the sack, they will be busy looking for
stuff to fill up the sack. The extra miscellaneous
items they take along, the more challenging it will
be for them to transport, and surely, they will not be
able to fully focus on the missions that God has
entrusted to them.

e Secondly, He wants to emphasize the importance of
preaching repentance, driving out demons, healing,
and curing the sick are the PRIMARY matter;
others’ physical needs, including eating/drinking,
are just simply a SECONDARY matter. Jesus taught
them: “Seek first the kingdom of God, and all these
things will be given you besides!” (Mt 6:33).

What have you learned through the Gospel of this Sunday?
Personally, I have learned these two very important
lessons:

Firstly, as a disciple of Christ, do not get too attached to
the material things. Those who pursue wealth and material
possessions tend to be more worried, anxious, and restless.
Worse yet, they will not be able to fulfill the
responsibilities God has entrusted to them, and they will
not be able to fix their gazes to heaven, where Jesus
dwells, because Jesus forewarned: “For where your
treasure is, there also will your heart be!” (Lk 12:34)

Secondly, I must be able to discern what is PRIMARY
and what is SECONDARY. In fact, there are many
people, including clergies, who fail to differentiate
between the primary and the secondary. For instance:

e To the disciples chosen by the Lord, the PRIMARY
thing is to pray the Divine Office, spend time in
prayer and Adoration, meditating on God’s Word,
spiritual reading, examining, studying the Scripture,
preparing homily, hearing confessions, anointing
the sick...other things such as celebrations,
entertainment, tennis, golf, fishing, being an Emcee
for fundraisers, performing at the different concerts,
being a spiritual tour guide for the pilgrims ...these
are JUST SECONDARY!!

e As Catholic parents, the PRIMARY role is to tend your
children’s souls so that they can be spiritually
nourished, take them to Mass, urge them to learn
Catechism, receive the sacraments, live a pious life, and
pray diligently. Such things as raising your kids so that
they can be recognized, with different degrees, ranking
in the society, becoming a doctor, pharmacist,
lawyer...these are just SECONDARY!

e As Christians, fulfilling the obligation to attend Mass on
Sunday is PRIMARY. Other matters like birthday
party, wedding/death anniversary, camping, yachting,
traveling, watching super bowls, world cups, fishing,
hiking... it's all SECONDARY!

I hope you now understand why Jesus gave a directive,
instructing the disciples to take no food, no sack, no money in
their belts, no second tunic, and wherever they enter a house,
stay there until they leave! If you acknowledge such, then
please pray earnestly for the disciples of Christ, especially the
Clergy and Consecrated Religious, those who have been
chosen by God and sent forth to preach repentance, driving
out demons, healing, and curing the sick...

e Please pray for us, those who God calls to consecrated
life to remain faithful, and plead for the grace to be
steadfast when tempted with passions, greedy for
money, fame, and power; not seek for the glory &
praise of man, but seek the glory that comes from God
alone.

e Please pray for all parents; may God grant them
wisdom so that they may be able to differentiate
between what is primary and what is secondary. Thus,
they may be able to guide and educate their children
to focus on the main things, which is beneficial for
their souls.

e Pray for God’s protection upon us, and all Christians,
so that we will not be possessed by wealth, fame,
power, and prestige lure us away from God's loving
embrace. But always have the knowledge to focus on
the PRIMARY thing, which is to worship God above
all things and do everything so that our souls may be
nourished and satisfied with God's blessings.

May God give you the needed graces so that you can trust and
confide in Him, be freed from worries in daily life, be able to
differentiate between primary and secondary, attentive care to
live after through diligent attendance at Mass, confession,
receiving Communion, be generous and zeal in charitable
works.

I wish you a new week filled with joy, peace, and always being
a faithful disciple of the Lord.
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