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Aeo thong ké chinh thirc méi nhat ciia co quan CARA

(Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate), hi€n nay
Hoa Ky c6 khoang 67.7 triéu tin hitu Céng Gido. Thé nhung,
s6 ngudi di tham du thanh 18 moi tuan mot 1an chi vao khoang
23.4%, tic 1a udc chung khoang 17 tri€u tin hitu di tham du
thanh 1& mdi Chiia Nhat. Va theo nghién ciru cia CNA
(Catholic News Agency) khoang 69% nguoi Cong Giao tai
Hoa Ky khéng con tin vao sy hién dién that ciia Chua Giésu
Kit6 trong bi tich Thanh Thé nira. Ban thiy c6 budn khong?
Tai sao cac tin hitu Cong Giao tai Hoa Ky lai khong tin vao
Bi Tich Thanh Thé vay? Co nguoi dua ra ba gia thiét sau
day:

1. La tai vi tinh trang khan hiém on goi, khong co6 linh
muc dang 1 thudng xuyén.

2. Lataivi c6 nhimg linh myc dang thanh 1& mét cach cau
tha, tlly tién, hay thém bét, c6 khi con ty “séng ché”
thém nhung diéu bo, hodc thém thét nhung 101 nguyén
trong sach 1& R6-ma, hoic chi déang 1& nhur 14 viéc bon
phén, thiéu nghiém trang, thleu cung kinh, khong
chuén bi soan bai giang cho can than...cho nén dan
dan, c6 nhiéu ngudi 1am vao tinh trang chdn ngdy thir
do dn v vi nay roi (Ds 21:5).

3. Latai vi ban ron, nguoi ta qua ban biu dén viéc lo tim
kiém com banh va cia cai vat chit, qua lo ling cho
nhitng nhu cau vé thé xéc...cho nén khong c6 thoi gio
de...di1&.

Ban nghi sao vé gia thiét thir nhat? Toi thiy ciing c6 1y diy!
Thé nhung, sau khi doc qua nhing thong tin & trang web ctia
Hoi Dong Giam Muc Hoa Ky, t6i thay gia thiét nay khong
vimng chic cho lam, 1a vi hién nay dang c6 35,513 linh myc
phuc vu tai 16,703 gido xir cia 194 gido phan co ma! L& nao
lai ¢6 chuyén rnéy chyc triéu tin hitu bi thiéu cua an thiéng
liéng 1a Minh va Mau Thanh Chiia Kité6 mot cach trim trong
nhu vay dugc?

Con gia thiét thir hai, thoat nghe qua, toi thay khé 1a thuyét
phuc, boi vi khi mgt linh muc bét can hay lo 1a trong viéc
dang thanh 1&, hay trong viéc clr hanh cic bi tich; hogc khi
moét linh muyc 161 thdi hay 1€ phe trong cach an nét &, say sua
nghién ngép, cau tha, vung v¢, lai vira thiéu nghiém trang va
thiéu chuédn bi trong khi dang thanh 18 ciing nhu trong cong
viéc rao giang ... du 1a vo tinh di chang nita, thi rat dé dang
gdy ra sy bat man va nham chan cho gio dan khi ho dén tham
duy thanh 1&, dic biét 1a nhitng thanh 1& Trong va nhitng thanh
1 Chua Nhat. Thé nhung! Suy di nghi lai, t6i thdy gia thiét
nay ciing khong on cho lim. Khéng I& c6 qua nhiéu linh myc
bé bdi dén d 1am cho trén dudi 50 triéu tin hitu Cong Gido
Hoa Ky chan ngan viéc dén lanh nhan Banh Truong Sinh nhu
vay sao? Noi cach khac, khong 1€ 1ai c6 téi hon mot nira linh
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muc trong tong s6 35,513 1a bé boi va 16i thoi nhu vay sao?

Riéng vé gia thiét thir ba, t6i thay 1a co sirc thuyét phuc nhat.
Tai sao t61 ddm ndi nhu vay? Xin thua la boi vi trong nhiing
cudc phong van do co quan CARA (Center for Applied
Research in the Apostolate) thuc hién, chinh nhiing nguoi
Cong Gio bo 18 Chtia Nhat dd néi rang 1y do khién ho bo beé,
lo 1a hodc thinh thoang mé&i dén vai thanh 1& Chua Nhat 14 vi
ho qua BAN RON véi cong viéc lam an, vai viéc hoc hanh, voi
nhiing thii vui tran thé, v6i nhitng sy huong thy ... Vi di lam
bay ngay mot tuan, mdi ngay tir 10-12 tiéng va lam quanh nim
sudt thang cho nén ho khong con thoi gian, khong con sue luc,
va ciing chang con tam tri dé di 1& Chua Nhat hay nhimg ngay
18 trong va budc. Bén canh 1y do béan ron, con ¢ nhidu Iy do
khac khién nhiéu nguoi lo 1a véi viée 1anh nhan Banh Trudng
Sinh trong va qua thanh 1&. Vi du:

* “Daqo tai tam ma lai, t6i khong an cudp an trom, khong

gdy thu odn voi ai, khong gian déi, khéng vo no chong kia
. song nhie vy la di sirc 1én Thién Pang roi, di 1é ma
lam gi?”

o “Chila ¢ khdp moi noi, téi ¢ nha tho phwong Chiia cing
dege vay, tai sao phdi dén nha tho, tai sao phdi phai di lé
lam gi co chu?”

o “Xem mdy nguoi di 16, di nha tho hang ngay thir coi, cudc
song cia ho c6 khac gi cua t6i dau? Ciing cit tan tan,
khéng giau néi, tham chi con té hon gia dinh cia téi nita
la dang khac, toi tranh thu di lam co tiéen mua nhd, mua
xe mdi, con mdy nguoi di 1€ hang ngay, Chiia cé ban gi
them cho ho dau?”

Ban suy nghi thir coi, ban c6 bao gi bé 1& Chua Nhat, bo rudc
1€ vi 1y do qué ban ron véi cong viée lam #n, hay 1 vi mot trong
nhiing 1y luan sai lac ¢ trén hay khong? Néu co thi ban nén
suy nghi lai di!  Chinh Chua Giésu da khang dinh rang: “Toi
la banh hdng song tir troi xuong Ai an banh nay, sé dwoc song
muén doi” (Ga 6:51). Thiéu thén Banh Truong Sinh, 1a linh
hoén cua chung minh s& 1am vao tinh trang suy nhuoc, yéu dau
bénh tat va té hon nira, s& khong thé nao dugc vao hudng niém
vinh phuc trong Nudc Chua, khong duge séng muon doi dau!

Cudc hanh trinh di vé& Thién Quéc ctia chiing minh con dai va
con nhiéu chong gai 1am, chiing minh can phai c6 day dii lwong
thuc di duong, d6 chinh la Banh Truong Sinh cua Chua Giésu
ban cho, phai c6 sttc manh ctia Ngai nang do thi méi mong di
dén noi bang yén duoc. Ban hiy chiu kho di tham dy thénh 18,
nhit 14 1& Chtia Nhat, va nhé di xung t6i thudng xuyén, dé nhd
vdy ban méi c6 du dicu kién va xtmg dang linh nhan Bénh
Truong Sinh cua Ptc Giésu Kitdé Phuc Sinh ban cho. Dung
chan cho hay 1am biéng nira, siéng niang mét chut di, c6 nhiéu
céi loi 1am day!



C%ccording to the latest official statistics of CARA

(Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate), the United
States now has about 67.7 million Catholics. However, the
number of people who attend Mass once a week is only about
23.4%, which is approximately 17 million people who attend
the regular Sunday Mass. And based on the research
conducted by CNA (Catholic News Agency), about 69% of
Catholics in the United States no longer believe in the true
presence of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist. Don’t you feel sad?
Why do Catholics in the United States not believe in the
Sacrament of the Eucharist? Some people make the following
three assumptions:

1. It is the lack of vocations that creates an absence of
priests to celebrate daily Mass.

2. It is because some of the priests carelessly celebrate the
Mass, arbitrarily, or sometimes add/leave out words, or
“inventing/creating” additional gestures, or even adding
prayer texts in the Roman Missal, or just celebrating
Mass as a duty, with lack of earnestness, lack of respect,
failure to prepare the homily meticulously so gradually,
the faithful fall into a state of disgusted with this
wretched food (Nb 21:5).

3. Because people are too occupied, finding food and
wealth, worrying too much about their physical needs,
so they do not have time to go to Mass.

What do you think about the first proposition? I find it
reasonable! However, after reading the information provided
on the website of the United States Conference of Bishops, I
find this proposition fallacious, as there are currently 35,513
priests serving in 16,703 parishes of 194 parishes! How on
earth can tens of millions of believers lack the spiritual food
of the Body and Blood of Christ in such a critical way?

The second proposition I find quite convincing, because when
a priest is inconsiderate or neglectful in the celebration of the
Mass or the administering of the Sacraments; or when a priest
is lax in his way of living, intoxicated, messy, awkward, lack
of earnestness and lack of preparation during the Mass as well
as in the work of preaching it is easy to cause dissatisfaction
and boredom for the faithful when they come to Mass,
especially the Holy Days of Obligation and Sunday Masses.
However, as I think it over, I find this proposition is also
illogical. Do we have that many priests in the Church who are
scandalous enough to make over 50 million American
Catholics so dissatisfied with receiving the Bread of Life? In
other words, can we possibly have more than half of the total
of 35,513 priests who are outrageous and reprehensible?

As for the third proposition, I find it most convincing. Why
do I dare to say this? It is because, through the interviews
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performed by the CARA agency (Center for Applied
Research in the Apostolate), Catholics who abandoned
Sunday Mass have said that the reason they are neglecting,
deserting, or only occasionally coming to Sunday Mass is
because they are too BUSY with business, with
school/homework, with  earthly  pleasures and
amusements...Because they go to work seven days a week,
every day from 10-12 hours and work all year round, they
have no time, no energy, no desire to go to Sunday Mass or
on Holy Days of Obligation. On the other hand, there are
many different reasons for neglecting to receive the Bread of
Life during and through the Mass. For instance:

o “Dao tai tdm ma lai — literally translated, it is the matter
of the heart, I do not rob, steal, I do not make enemies, [
do not lie/perjury, I do not have an affair...Living in such
a state of life is enough to go to Heaven, why do [ need
to go to Mass?”

o “God is everywhere. I can worship God at home; why
do I have to go to Church. Why on earth do I need to
attend Mass?”

o “Observe those who go to Sunday Mass and daily
Masses; their lives are not much different than mine.
They have enough just to stay alive; they are not richer
than anyone, some are even worse than my family. |
work so hard so that I can save money to buy a house,
buy a new car, and those who go to the Mass daily, the
Lord, have given nothing more to them?”

Let’s take a moment and think about it. Have you ever missed
Sunday Mass and skipped Holy Communion because of being
too busy with business or because of one of the above
misleading propositions? If so, please reflect again! Jesus
affirmed that: “/ am the living bread that came down from
heaven; whoever eats this bread will live forever” (Jn 6:51).
Lacking the Bread of Life, our souls will fall into illness; we
will be so sick and, worse yet, we will not be able to enjoy the
glory in the kingdom of God, and we will not live eternally!

Our journey to the Kingdom of God is long and filled with
thorns. We need to have enough food for the road which
Jesus, the Bread of Life, provides; we must have the strength
of His support to arrive at our destination safely. We must
strive our best to attend Mass, especially on Sundays, and
remember to go to regular confession so that we are able and
worthy of receiving the Bread of Life from the Risen Jesus
Christ. Please do not wait or be sluggish anymore, be diligent.
Many advantages benefit us!
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