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@Aong bai Tin Mung cua Chta Nhat hom nay, cac mon dé

’

xin v&i Chaa: “Thua Thdy, xin thém long tin cho ching con.’
(Mt 19:27) Ban c6 biét tai sao cac 6ng khong xin nhing thi
khac ma lai xin THEM LONG TIN khong? Tbi nghi c6 18 1a
boi vi long tin cta cac ong dang bi thiéu hut nén cac ong méi
xin THEM LONG TIN!

That véy, doc qua nhing trang Tin Mimg, t6i thiy lic méi di
theo Chua Gié-su, 10ng tin ctia cac 6ng rat manh mé vi cc ong
d3 tan mat thiy Chua Gié-su lam phép la cho nguoi qué di
duogc, ngudi mu thiy duoc, ngudi phong hui dwoc sach va ké
chét sdng lai. Thé nhung 10ng tin ctia ho dan dan bj hao mon,
ho nhan ra ring di theo Chiia ca may nam trdi ma ho cha duge
gi ca, chirc tude thi khong, dia vi ciing chang thay, chi thdy
thiéu thdn va khd cuc, cho nén c6 1an 6ng Phé-ré di dai dién
ho 18n tiéng hoi Chua: “Thdy coi, phan ching con, chiing con
dd bé moi sw ma theo Thay. Viy ching con sé dwoc gi?” (Mt
19:27). Chua hét, long tin cua cac ong ctr bi hao mon déan khi
ho nghe nhiing 10i gidng day va gido huén ciia Chtia Gié-su.
Vi du:

e Khi Gia-c6-bé va Gio-an md mi¢ng xin véi Chaa Gié-su,
va khi trong dau cac mén dé khac ciing mong udc 13 s&
dugc ngdi bén hiru, mot ngudi duoc ngdi bén ta Chua
Gié-su, khi Ngai dugc vinh quang, thi Chua lai bao ho
rang: “Ai muon lam Ién gita anh_em thi phai lam nguoi
phuc vu anh em; ai muén lam dau anh em thi phai lam
day t6 moi nguoi” (Mc 10:43-44).

e Ho tudng khi di theo Chua thi s€ dugc giau sang phu quy,
s& dugc chan ém ném am, c6 ké hau nguoi ha...nhung
Chua lai phan: “Khon cho cdc nguwoi la nhimg ké gidu
¢6” (Le 6:24); va cho ho biét mot su that rat phii phang:
“Con chon ¢6 hang, chim troi c6 t6, Con Nguoi khong cé
ché twa dau” (Lc 9:58).

e Ho hy vong Chua Gié-su s& lanh dao ho dé danh du6i Bé
Quéc Roma ra khoi lanh thd, dem lai sy tw do cho dan
toc, nhung Ngai lai chu truong 14 phai séng hién lanh, biét
nhan nhuc va phai tha thir: “Hay yéu ké thii va lam on cho
ké ghét anh em, hdy chiic lanh cho ké nguyén riia anh em
va cau nguyén cho ké vu khong anh em” (Lc 6:27-28).

Ban than mén, giong nhu cac mon dé khi xua, ngay hom nay,
niém tin vao Chua Giésu Kit6 cua chung minh rat c6 thé dang
bi hao mon va dang bi suy yéu vi nhicu ly do khac nhau, vi du
nhu:

2. a0 cau nguyén xin Chiia ban cho t6i duoc may
mdn, c6 cong an viéc lam on dinh, kiém duwoc
nguwoi v hién, chong gioi...nhung t6i cir phai bai
“Poi Téi C6 Pon” va “Lién Khiic Nghéo!” hét
nam nay qua nam no!

o Truodc kia, toi xin gi Chua cing ban cho, nhung
sau khi dwoc Rira Toi, khi tro thanh con Chua, toi
xin hodi, cau mdi ma chang thay Chia tra loi tra
von gi ca!

e Toian chay, cau nguyén, tham dy thanh 1é, dir cdc
gio Chdau Thdanh Thé, lam viéc bac di, bé thi...dé
cau nguyén cho thé * g0t duwgc hoa binh, nhung chi
thdy khiing bé, chién tranh va hdn thit ghen ghét!

..Con nhiéu 1dm, toi khong co6 du kién nhin dé viét ra.
Nhung néu hom nay ban nhan ra rang niém tin vio
Thién Chua cua ban dang bi hao mon, dang bi suy yéu,
thi ban hay cAu xin véi Chia: “Lay Chua, xin ban thém
cho con long tin.” Pung xin tién bac, cua cai vat chét,
cling khong nén xin sic dep hay duogc tai gioi...nhung
hay xin Chua ban thém long tin béi vi khi dlrc tin ctia toi
va cta ban duge doi dao, sung man va virng manh:

v’ Thi chiing ta sé thdy moi si trén thé gian nay chi la
phil vén, tat ca sé qua di, danh vong, chirc quyén,
tién tai, nhan sdc...chi nhuw mot doa hoa som no
chiéu tan, chi cé sy séng vinh cuu o doi sau la
quan trong!

v' Thi ching minh mdi co du sirc va can dam aé chap
nhdn tat ca nhitng thir thach, nhirng gian nan va ké
ca nhitng bat hanh do cudc doi nay dem lai.

v Thi ban va t6i mdi co thé trung thanh voi Chua, va
hoan tat cudc hanh trinh di vé Thién Quéc voi
Ngai.

"Anh em cw xin thi sé dwoc, cir tim thi sé thcfy, cir go cua
thi sé mé ra cho. Vi hé ai xin thi nhdn dwoc, ai tim thi sé
thay, ai go cira thi sé mo ra cho! (Mt 7:7-8). Chua
Giésu da hua nhu vay r01 Rang chiu kho kién nhan va
xin Chua ban them niém tin va cing c¢6 niém tin cia
chiing minh mdi ngay ban nhé!

Chtic ban mdt tuan 18 méi vui khoe, binh an, va udc
mong rang duc tin cua ban, va dtc tin cua nhitng nguoi
than ctia ban moi ngay dugc manh mé va viing vang
hon.



@( n this Sunday’s Gospel, the Apostles said: “Lord, increase our faith.” (Mt 19:27) Have you ever wondered why the

apostles did not ask Jesus for others things and yet they asked Him to INCREASE THEIR FAITH? Perhaps they became
aware of their lack of faith and for that reason they made that request for an INCREASE OF THEIR FAITH!

Truthfully, as I read the Gospels, I noticed that when the apostles first followed Jesus, their faith seemed strong because they
had seen with their own eyes how Jesus had worked miracles: the lame walked, the blind saw, lepers were cleansed and the
dead came back to life. However, their faith gradually eroded as they became aware that, after following Jesus for many
years, they had gained nothing, no title or status had been given, all they had experienced was deprivation and wretchedness.
That is why, on behalf of the group, Peter said to Jesus: “We have given up everything and followed you. What will there be
forus?” (Mt 19:27). And yet, their faith kept dwindling as they listened to Jesus' teachings. For instance:

e  When James and John came to Jesus and made their request that they be granted seats on the right and left of Jesus in
His kingdom, and Jesus knew that the other disciples yearned for the same thing, He said to them: “Whoever wishes to
be great among you will be your servant; whoever wishes to be first among you will be the slave of all” (Mk 10:43-44).

e They thought that when they followed the Lord, they would be rich and wealthy, and they would be covered in rich
woolen blankets, and there would be servants, but the Lord said: “Woe to you who are rich” (Lk 6:24); and made
known to them an austere truth: “Foxes have dens and birds of the sky have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to
rest his head” (Lk 9:58).

e They expected Jesus to be the one who would drive the Roman Empire out of the territory and bring freedom to the
nation, but instead, He said that they must be docile and forgiving: “Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you,
bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you” (Lk 6:27-28).

o [ pray and ask God to grant me good fortune, a Lord ’
stable job, a good wife / husband... but I have been

singing the songs "All By Myself" and "The Poverty lncrease
Medley" year after year!

My dear friends, just as for the apostles in the past, our
faith in Jesus Christ in the modern time is most likely being
worn down and weakened for various reasons, for instance:

o [n the past, I asked then I received, but since I was
baptized and became a child of God, I keep asking
and praying and God has not answered!

o | fasted, prayed, attended Mass, Eucharistic
Adoration, performed charitable work of mercy,
almsgiving, prayed for peace in the world, but all 1
hear and see are news reports of terrorist attacks,
wars and all kinds of hatred!

...There are many more such examples, but I do not have
enough time or space to write them down. However, if
today you realize that your faith in God is deteriorating,
weakening, then pray to God: “Lord, increase my faith.”
Do not ask for money, material possessions, nor should you
ask for splendor or giftedness, but ask God to increase your
faith because when our faith is strong and resilient:

v’ We will realize that everything in this world is just
vanity, and that all shall pass away. Fame, power,
money, success...are just like flowers that bloom and
flourish in the morning by evening they wilt and fade.
Only God and eternity are forever!

v We will have the strength and courage to accept all
the challenges, difficulties and even the misfortunes
this life brings.

v’ Only then can we be faithful to God and complete the
Jjourney to be with God in Heaven.

" Ask and it will be given to you, seek and you will find;
knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone
who asks, receives, and the one who seeks, finds, and to the




