6 nguoi cho rang, sé di on goi di tu lam linh muc

va tu sT cang ngay cang khan hiém 1a tai vi Chtia Giésu doi
hoi ngudi ta tir bo nhiéu thir qua, nao 1a i b6 cha me, vo
con, anh em, chi em, va tt bo ca mang séng nira! Co thuc
su 1a Chua Giésu mudn cac mon dé cua Ngai ttr bo cha
me, vo' con, anh em, chi em, va ca mang séng theo nghia
den, theo cai kiéu doan tinh dut nghia, theo cai kiéu mdr di
khong tro lai khong? Toi khong nghi nhu vay, boi vi Phic
Am ghi lai rang:

e Chua Giésu di timg day phai hiéu thao véi cha me:
“Nguwoi phdi tho cha kinh me", va "Nguwoi phadi yéu
dong logi nhu yéu chinh minh.” (Mt 19:19)

e Chinh Ngai di timg liy “vacation” vé Nazareth
tham Pic Me va ba con ho hang cua minh: “Nguwoi
vé qué, giang day ddin ching trong héi dwong ciia
ho, khién ho sung s6t va ndi: "Béi dau ong ta duoc
khén ngoan va lam dwoc nhitng phép la nhw thé?
Ong khéng phdi la con bdac tho sao? Me cia éng
khong phdi la ba Ma-ri-a; anh em cua 6ng khong
phdi la cdc éng Gia-c6-bé, Gid-xép, Si-mén va Giu-
da sao?” (Mt 13:54-55)

e Va Ngai d3 néu guong hiéu thao véi cha me qua
viéc quan tAm, lo ling va chim soc cho Puc Me khi
Ngai dang hép hdi trén cay thap gia: “Khi thdy than
mau va mon dé minh thwong mén dung bén canh,
Dure Gié-su noi voi...mon dé: "Day la me cua anh."
Ké tir gio do, nguoi mén dé ruée ba vé nha minh”
(Ga 19:26-27).

Néu Chtia Giésu day chiing ta rang, con ci phai hiéu thao
v6i cha me, phai chdm soc cho cac ngai, thi khong thé nao
Ngai lai budc cac mon d¢ phai tir bo cha me, vo con, anh
em, chi em, theo nghia den, theo nghia phai dut tinh doan
nghia vd&i cha me va anh chi em khi di theo Ngai. Khong
bao gio lai nhu vay duoc boi vi ngdén hanh ciia Chia Giésu
bao gid cling dong nhat, trudc sau nhu mot, Ngai khong
bao gio n6i mdt dang ma lai di [am mot néo ca.

Nhu vay, khi Chaa phéan: "Ai dén véi téi ma khéng tir bo
cha me, vo con, anh em, chi em, va ca mang séng minh
nita, thi khong thé lam mén @é t6i dwoc” (Lc 14:26-27)

Ngai mudn noi ring, ban va toi phai yéu men va phai dat
Ngai 1én trén hon moi thir tinh cam va tat ca moi quyén
ril cla tran gian nay. Noi mot cach khac, khi lam mon dé
ciia Chua Giésu, ban va toi phdi yéu mén Pirc Chiia,
Thién Chiia hét long, hét linh hon va hét tri khén (Mt
22:37) phai dat Chtia 1én hang uu tién s6 mot, trén ca tinh
cam cha me, tinh cam 1tra d6i, trén ca tién bac, cua cai vat
chat, sic dep, tri khon, tai ning, nhitng tha vui...

Ban than mén, néu ban ddng y voi t6i rang khi di theo
Chiia Giésu, tit ca cac mon dé, trong do6 co toi va co ban,
phai yéu mén Ngai trén hét tit ca moi sy, tinh yéu ma
ching minh danh cho Ngai phai manh liét hon, cao hon
va phai duoc dit 1én trén hét moi tht tinh cam khac nhu
tinh phu tir, tinh mau tir, tinh phu thé, tinh cam do6i lira,
va tinh huynh dé...thi chung minh hdy ciu nguyén cho
nhau dé trong doi sdng hang ngay, ban va tdi c6 da on
khon ngoan va can dam d& yéu mén Birc Chiia, Thién
Chita hét long, hét linh hon va hét tri khon va dat Chua
1&€n vu tién hang dau, va trén hét moi su.

Pimng bao gid yéu mén tién bac, cua cai vat chit hon 1a
yéu mén Thién Chua. Pimg di cay subt ngdy subt dém,
lam dén d6 bo ca 1& Chua Nhat, bo ca viéc xung toi, bo ca
viéc doc kinh ciu nguyén...do la déu hiéu cho biét chung
minh dang bé Chua xudng hang thir yéu ddy! Chét! Lam
nhu vay 1a khong on dau!

Khoi can noi va ciing chang can phai giai thich, ban ciing
du biét budc di la bao ham y nghia ciia tir bé. Ma n6i
dén tir bo thi ddng nghia véi dau don va kho khan! Vi thé
dé co thé tir bo, ban va toi can phai c6 on Chiia trg giap.
Khong c¢6 on Chuia, chic chin ching minh s& khong thé
tir bo nhimng quyén luyén & thé gian nay dé di theo Ngai
duogc.

Chung ta cu nguyén cho nhau, cach riéng cho cac Piic
Giam Muyc, cho cac linh muyc va tu si, xin cho mdi nguoi
chung ta trung thanh trén con duong di theo Chua, va
luon dat Ngai lén trén tat ca moi tha tinh cam, ké ca tinh
cam cha me, tinh cam anh chi em ho hang va moi thu
quyén rii cta thé gian nay. Nho vy ching ta s& duoc
chia s¢ vinh quang cung véi Chua Gié-su, voi Puc Maria
va cac thanh & trén Thién Qudc. Amen!



@C ome people think that vocations to the Priesthood

and Religious Life are increasingly sporadic because
Jesus is asking too much, since one must abandon father
and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters and
surrender their lives! Does Jesus literally expect His
disciples to abandon father and mother, wife and
children, brothers and sisters, and their lives, to a point
of no return? 1 don't think so, because the Gospel
accounts say that:

o Jesus taught us to love and respect our parents:
“You shall honor your father and your mother”
and “You shall love your neighbor as yourself”
(Mt 19:19).

e Jesus even took “vacation time” to visit Mary and
his relatives in Nazareth: “He came to his native
place and taught the people in their synagogue.
They were astonished and said, “Where did this
man get such wisdom and mighty deeds? Is he not
the carpenter’s son? Is not his mother named Mary
and his brothers James, Joseph, Simon, and
Judas?” (Mt 13:54-55)

o Jesus exemplifies filial piety to his parents by
loving, caring and showing His concern for Blessed
Mother Mary when He was dying on the cross:
“When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple there
whom he loved, he said to the...disciple, “Behold,
your mother.” And from that hour the disciple took
her into his home” (Jn 19:26-27).

If Jesus teaches that children should be concerned about
their parents and provide for their welfare, then He could
not compel his disciples to abandon their father and
mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, in the
way that they must stop being devoted/faithful to their
parents, brothers and sisters when they follow Him. It is
intolerable to think otherwise, because Jesus was always
coherent and consistent. He never said one thing and did
the opposite.

Thus, when Jesus said: " “If any one comes to me without
hating his father and mother, wife and children, brothers
and sisters, and even his own life, he cannot be my

disciple. Whoever does not carry his own cross and come
after “me cannot be my disciple” (Lk 14:26-27). He
wants to urge us to love Him and put Him above all the
sentiments and the allurements of this world. In other
words, being a disciple of Jesus, we must “Love the Lord,
your God, with all your heart, with all your soul, and
with all your strength” (Mt 22:37) and we must put God
first in our priorities, more than our love for parents,
couple/partner, money, possessions, beauty, knowledge,
talent and worldly pleasures...

My dear friends, if you agree that in following Jesus, all
the disciples, including us, must love Him above all else,
that the love we have for Him must be more passionate,
fervent and must be put above all other sentiments such
as paternal/maternal, spousal and brotherly/sisterly
love...then let us pray for one another so that in our
everyday lives, we have essential wisdom and courage to
love the Lord, our God, with all our heart, with all our
soul, and with all our mind and place Him above all else.

By no means, never love money and possessions more
than you love God. Try not to work all days and nights to
the point that you fail to attend Sunday Mass, neglect
confession, and forsake prayer life...because that is a
sign that you are not putting God first in your lives!
Doing so is detrimental to your spiritual life.

Needless to say, it is understood that Come after Me
implies renunciation, which is often compared to agony
and misery. That is why, that in order to renounce
something for a greater good, we need God’s assistance.
Without God’s grace, we certainly will not be able to
generously renounce this world and its attractions and
faithfully follow Jesus as His disciple.

Let us pray for one another, especially for Bishops,
priests and consecrated religious, may we faithfully
follow Jesus, and always put God above all sentiments,
including love for our parents, siblings and all the
allurements of this world. In doing so, we will share the
glory with Jesus, Blessed Mother Mary and all the saints
in the Heavenly Kingdom. Amen

Lm Paminh Pham Tinh, SDD
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