“ Cwnh em cwr xin thi sé dwoc, cir tim thi sé thay, cir go

cika thi sé mé cho. Vi hé ai xin thi nhdn dwoc, ai tim thi thcfy, ai
go cura thi sé mo cho.” Co6 that vay khong?

e Anh Bic ciu xin véi Chiia rat chin thanh. Anh xin Chta
cho anh dugc trang 16 doc ddc Mega Ball. C6 tién roi,
anh s& vé Viét Nam xay truong hoc, xay nha thuong, gitip
cho cac tré em ngheo, mo coi va bat hanh.. Nhung céu
hoai, cAu mii, tén bao nhiéu tién mua vé sb i, ma van
chua trung, du chi la mét giai nho nhd.

e Chi Trung di cau khén & khiip moi noi, chi l4i xe qua Pén
Thanh Giuse bén Canada, roi bay qua Pén Plic Me
Fatima, t6i Puc Me Lo Dic, vé Thanh Dia Lavang, xuoi
xudng Ca Mau kéu xin voi Cha Truong Biru Diép... ngay
nao chi cling cau nguyén, va di ddu chi ciing chi xin Chta
c6 mot diéu, 1a cho con trai cua chi di tu 1am linh muc.
Vay ma di hon mudi nim nay, Chua chang nham 10i cau
xin ctia chi ti nao ca. Riét roi chi dm nan, bo cau nguyén,
b6 khong khin xin nita, béi vi chi thdy con trai cia chi
nay thi cap voi ¢6 ndy, mai lai b véi co khac...

e Anh Nam 12 mt nguoi rat hién lanh, siéng nang lao dong,
va rat dao dirc. Anh di I8, di nha tho cAu nguyén, va ca an
chay him minh nita, anh chi xin Chtia c6 mét diéu nho
nho, 14 xin cho anh gip mot nguoi con gai thily mi, nét
na, duyén dang, hién lanh, xinh dep, day du cong dung
ngodn hanh ... d&é nén duyén vo chong. Viy ma miy chuc
niam da tréi qua, Chua cir 1am ngo, khong tra 10i tra von,
cling chiang doai hoai gi dén 151 cau xin cta anh.

C6 khi niao ban roi vao tinh trang giébng nhu anh Béc, chi
Trung va anh Nam, tirc 1 ciu nguyén hoai ma khong duoc, xin
hoai ma Chua ching cho, va gd miét ma cira van dong kin mit
khong? Chuta hira 16 rang: “Anh em cir xin thi sé dwoc, cir tim
thi s thay, cir g6 ciea thi s€ mé cho," vy sao Chiia khong ban
nhu 1ong minh mong uéc? Khong 1€ Chia lai hua 1eé0? Lam
gi co chuyén d6! Ngai 1a Dang trung tin, khéng bao gio hira
l€o véi ai ca! Vay thi tai sao? Theo t6i, rat c6 thé, Thién Chua
khong nham 16, hay chwa nhdn 10i khin cau cta anh Bic, chi
Trung va anh Nam la boi vi:

e Thién Chiia yéu thuong anh Bic lim! Ngai thay trude, va
biét rat rd, néu cho anh Béc tring Powerball, c6 bac tri¢u
trong tay thi anh ta s€ gap nhiéu bat hanh va khén kho, s&
bi cudp viéng, bi trom tham, gia dinh anh s€ tan nat va ly
tan, boi vi c6 1am tién rdi thi anh ta s& vudng vao co bac,
rugu che, trai gai, thudc sai...nhu vay thi anh Bic s& mat
ca phan xac 1an phan hon. Vi thé cho nén Ngai khong bao
gio cho anh tring s ca!

e Trong trudng hop ciia chi Trung thi sao? Chi rat thanh
tam, va 10i cau xin cta chi chinh dang lim. Thé nhung y

mudn va 1ong udc ao clia chi c6 thé khong phai, hay
chua phai 13 ¥ cia Chua. C6 18 Chtia mudn con trai
ctia chi séng doi séng hon nhan chang? Hay Chia
dang dé cho con trai ctia chi c6 dugc nhimg kinh
nghiém ngoai doi, rdi sau ndy méi goi nd di theo
Chua thi sao? Con cia chi chua cudi ¢6 nao ca ma!

e Con truong hop ctia anh Nam, Chua khong nham
16 anh ta, 1a boi vi Chiia biét rat 1o, anh & doc than
nhu vay thi tot hon cho anh ta, boi vi lam gl co
ngudi phu nit nao vira thity mi, nét na, duyén déng,
hién lanh, xinh dep, d?ly du cong dung ngdn hanh ..
nhu anh ta ao wdc? Néu c6 thi chi 6 nguoi dep &
trong tranh hay & trong nhimg quyén tiéu thuyét
lang man ma thoi!

Ban than mén, néu ban dong y véi toi rang 1oi cau xin
cua chung minh chua dugc, hay khong duwoc Thién Chua
chdp nhan, 1a vi boi vi Ngai rat yéu thuong ban va toi.
Va ban tin rang, Ngai biét s& co nguy hiém gay ton hai
cho phan x4c va phan hon ctia ching minh, cho nén Ngai
khong ban cho ching minh nhimng diéu chung ta khan
xin... thi ban va t6i hily c6 ging ghi nhd ba didu nay:

e Thir nhat, ching minh phai x4c tin rang Thién Chtia
1a Pang toan ning, Ngai thdu hiéu va nhin thay hét
moi su, ké ca nhitng nhu cAu nho nhét cua chung
minh. Va khi khin xin bét cir diéu gi, du 16n du
nhd, thi ban va t6i hdly chiu kho thém cau nay vao
trong 10i cau xin: “Néu dep long Chiia, néu Chiia
muon, thi xin cho con on nay... on kia...”

e Thu hai, tin chic rang Thién Chua khong bao gio
htra 1éo, Ngai ciling khong bao gio hira cugi. Ngai
da htta cit xin thi sé duwoc, cir tim thi sé thdy, cir go
cika thi sé mo ra cho (Mt 7:7), thi diéu d6 chéc chin
la co.

e Thu ba, phai kién nhén khi cau nguyén. Ban hay
nhd 10i ctia Thanh Phé-rd: "Poi véi Chita, mét ngdy
vi thé ngan ndam, ngan nam ciing twa mét ngay.
Chua khong cham tré thue hién loi hira, nhw co ke
cho la Nguweoi chdm tré” (2 Pt 3:9). Va dimg quén
161 khuyén day cta Chua Giésu trong bai Tin Mung
hém nay 13 phai cau nguyén luén, khéng dwoc nan
chi (Lc 18:1)!

Chung minh cau nguyén cho nhau, xin Chtia ban cho ban
va cho toi on kién tri va nhan nai trong khi cau xin, va
Xac tin ré'lng, Thién Chua 1a Cha rat nhan hau, Ngai luon
luén ban nhitng cia tot lanh cho nhitng ké kéu xin
Nguoi. (Mt 7:11).

Céau chuc ban, va nhimg ngudi thin yéu cia ban mot
tuan 1& moi tran ngap niém vui va binh an ctia Chua.



“ @y?k and you will receive; seek and you will find, knock and

the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks, receives;
and the one who seeks, finds, and to the one who knocks, the door
will be opened.” s it true?

Mr. Bac sincerely prayed to God. He asked God to bless him
with a Mega Ball winning number. His hope was that once he
had the money, he would return to Vietnam to build a school
and a hospital to assist the poor orphaned and vulnerable
children with educational services and medical care. But, no
matter how sincerely he prayed, or how much money he spent
on lottery tickets, he wasn’t winning, not even a small win.
Ms. Trung travels the world to pray. She drove to the
National Shrine of St. Joseph in Canada. Next, she flew to the
Shrine of Our Lady of Fatima in Portugal. Afterward, the
Sanctuary of Our Lady of Lourdes in France, then to the
Shrine of Our Lady of Lavang in Vietnam, and finally down
to Ca Mau to implore through the intercession of Father
Truong Buu Diep. She prays daily, and wherever she goes she
only asks God for one thing, to grant that her son becomes a
priest. It has been more than ten years, yet, God has not
answered her prayers. As a result, she became discouraged,
disheartened and she gave up on prayer. She stopped praying
because she saw that her son was dating multiple women at
different times.

Mr. Nam is a gentle, tender hearted, diligent, and pious
person. He went to church daily, attended the Eucharist, and
prayed without ceasing. He practices self denial and fasts
with one particular intention. He prayed that God would bless
him with an opportunity to meet a woman to marry. A woman
who is meek, gentle, amiable, kind, charming, and beautiful.
He prayed this woman would be imbued with the four
attributes, which are hard work, beauty, refined speech, and
excellent conduct. Yet, it has been over a decade, and God
seemed like he had gone silent. His prayers were not
answered, and God did not heed his pleading.

Have you ever been in a situation like Mr. Bac, Ms. Trung or Mr.
Nam, where you prayed all the time, but your prayers were not
answered? You asked and did not receive, and you knocked yet the
doors were still closed? God clearly promises: “Ask and you will
receive,; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened
to you," so why didn’t God grant us what our heart desired? Could
it be that God doesn’t keep his promises? It’s impossible! He is
faithful and always keeps his promises! Then why is it so? The
reason God did not answer, or has not yet responded to Mr. Bac,
Ms. Trung and Mr. Nam’s prayers is simple:

He foresees and anticipates well. If Mr. Bac wins the
Powerball and hold millions dollars in his hand, his life
would be miserable, he would face misfortunes and
adversities, he could be robbed or mugged. His family would
be shattered and torn apart because the money would lead
him to be caught up in gambling, alcohol, drugs, or possibly
an affair. As a result, Mr. Bac would destroy both his body
and soul. For this very reason, God never let him win the
lottery!

How about Ms. Trung’s situation? She was genuine, and her
prayer was sincere. However, her petition and desire might
not be candid or may not be the will of God. Perhaps, God
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wants her son to live a married life? Or maybe
God is letting her son have real-life experiences
before He calls him to religious life. Her son is
not married to any woman that he dated.

e In the case of Mr. Nam, God did not answer his
prayer because He knew so well there was no
woman in this world with all these
characteristics, meek, gentle, amiable, kind,
charming, beautiful and has the four attributes of
hard work, beauty, refined speech, and excellent
conduct, so it’s better for him to stay single. If
there was a woman with such beauty, it’s only in
a painting or a romance novel!

My dear friends, if you agree with me that our
unanswered prayers have not been answered simply
because God loves us so much, then we can firmly
believe that, He foresees and anticipates the risks
that would obliterate our bodies and souls, and for
that reason, He doesn't grant us what we ask for. We
must strive to remember these three things:

o Firstly, we must be affirmed that God is
Almighty, He understands every motive behind
the thoughts and sees everything, even our
tiniest needs. And when we ask for anything, big
or small, we should add this line to our petition:
“If it pleases You, if You will, then grant me
this...that grace...”

e Secondly, we must firmly believe that God
never makes false promises, nor does He break
promises. He has promised; “ask and you will
receive; seek and you will find; knock and the
door will be opened to you” (Mt 7:7), that’s for
sure.

e Thirdly, be patient when praying. Remember
the words of St. Peter: “With the Lord one day
is like a thousand years and a thousand years
like one day. The Lord does not delay his
promise, as some regard ‘‘delay,” (2 Pt
3:9). And hold dear to heart the teaching of
Jesus in today’s Gospel that we must pray
always without becoming weary (Lk 18:1)!

Let us pray for one another, so that we have the
grace to persevere and persist in our prayers, and
affirm that God is a merciful Father, He always
gives good things to those who ask him (Mt 7:11).

Wishing you, and your loved ones, a new week
filled with God's joy and peace.



