Lam Vi CHUA, Cho CHUA
& Trong CHUA!

9@0 bai Tin Mung cua Chua Nhat hom nay xong, toi

lai lién tuong dén nhitng Mac-ta & trong dong tu, trong cong
doan giao xu, trong cac hdi doan va trong cac gia dinh...
Nhiing Mac-ta thoi nay dang hanh xtr va c6 nhiing phan
g na na giéng nhur ba Méc-ta khi xua & Bé-ta-ni-a:

e Cha A cau nhau va buc bdi voi bé trén: “Tai sao con
nhdp dong da lau nam, kinh nghiém doi linh muc cua
con nhiéu hon cha B nhiéu, tai sao cha khéng giao cho
con tréng coi gido xit d@6? Con anh dy chi méi chiu
chirc dwoc vai nam, chd co ti kinh nghiém muc vu gi
cd, thi cha lai giao cho anh dy mét xit vira to vira dong
gido ddn, lai nam ngay trung tam thanh pho nita!”

e Anh B than thé: “Nam nao t6i ciing phai nai lung ra
lam cho Pai Héi Thanh Mau, ndo ld chuan bi thuc
pham, ndo la chat hang lén xe, nao la ndu nwong, nao
la don dep... Tai sao cha khéng goi mdy nguwoi khac di
dé gitp cho gido xit? Gido xir ndy ddu phdi la cia
riéng con hay cua riéng gia dinh con dau ma!”

e Chij C byc bdi nodi v6i me: “Bé mdy nguwoi do la con
nuoi va chi co mot minh con la con dé hay sao, ma ca
tuan nay bo nam bénh vién, chcfng ai dén cham séc
cho bo, chi lodng thodng den roi blen mat! Cdi gi ciing
dén tay con ca! Con & suét cd tuan nay, thirc suot may
dém lién, chang ai vao thay thé cho con cd vay?”

That dang tiéc cho cha A, anh B va chi C! Ho di vat va, da
kho nhoc, da cong hién bao nhiéu 1a cong sirc cho hoi dong,
cho gido xit va cho gia dinh cua ho, nhung khi ho thét 1én
nhimg 10i néi ddy mui vi cay ding, pha 1an su tuc toi va
ghen ti nhu vy thi tit ca cong dirc clia ho déu tiéu tan thanh
may khéi. Pang tiéc hon nita, khi c6 sy ghen ti, buc boi, ti
hiém & trong long nhu vay thi cha A, anh B va chi C khong
thé nao c6 duoc sy binh an trong tam hdn, ho kho co thé
song lac quan va s& kho long d6i xtr hoa nhi, vui vé véi
nhiing nguoi ma ho dang bi ti! Va nhling cong viéc ma ho
dang lam khong thé nao san sinh nhitng hoa trai ngon ngot.

Ban than mén, dé tranh duoc tinh ghen ti, buc bdi va gian
hon khi phuc vy, xin ban hdy d€ y dén ba diém sau day:

e Thu nhat, trudc khi lam bat cir cong viée gi, du viéce

nho hay viéc 16n, di tim thudng hay quan trong, du la
lam cho gia dinh hay cho cong doan giao xu...ban va
toi hay xin Chua ban on gitp strc, gin gitr, va dang cong
viéc minh sap 1am dé cau nguyén cho mét ¥ chi nao do.
Vi du nhu, cau cho céc linh hdn noi luyén nguc, cho cac
linh myc séng thanh thién, cho on goi tu tri, cho 6ng ba,
cha me, cho con cai, cho cac bénh nhan, cho nhiing
ngudi dang bo Chiia hay dang song xa nha Chua. ..

e Thu hai, khi phyc vu cho gido xir, khi cham s6c 6ng ba
cha me, hay khi tham Viéng cac bénh nhan, khi lam viéc
thi€n nguyén, lam viéc bac ai...ban va t6i dung mong
doi loi khen ngoi hay tan duong cia nguoi doi. Du
nhiing 10i khen d6 dén tir Giam Muc, linh muc hay 1a
bé trén...boi vi nguoi doi khen thuong thi chi ton tai
vai phat, vai ngay hay giéi 1am thi vai thang ma thoi.
Hay dé Chtia khen thuéng minh thi méi c6 loi 1au dai,
co6 lgi doi doi. Vi chinh Chua Gié-su da phan: “Khi
lam viéc lanh phiic ditc, anh em phai coi ching, cho o
phé trwong cho thién ha thay. Bang khong, anh em sé
chang dwoe Cha cia anh em, Pdng ngw trén troi, ban
thuong” (Mt 6:1).

e Thu ba, khi lam viéc, khi lao dong, khi phuc vy, ban va
toi hay cha y, va lam mdt cach tan tdm, lam cho théat
chu ddo nhimg cong viéc ma cha me, cha xtr hay cac
dang bé trén giao pho cho minh. Hay lam véi tat ca
tam 10ng tri 4n, yéu mén va cam ta. Hiy lam Vi Chua,
lam CHO Chtia, va lam TRONG Chuia. Phuc vu va lam
cho Chua thi khong bao gio 16 13 hay bi thiét thoi ca, vi
chinh Ngai da hua: “Ai cho mot trong nhitng ké bé nho
nay uéng, du chi mot chén nuoc 1d thoi...[thi sé] khong
mat phan thuong dau” (Mt 10:42).

Téi tin chic rﬁng, dé y dén va thuc hién duoc ba diéu trén,
thi ban va toi s€ khong phai la nhiing Méc-ta thir hai, nhung
tam hon cua chiing minh s& duoc binh an, lac quan, vui twoi
va hanh phuc. Ban tin khong? Néu tin, thi xin ban hay ¢
ging chu ¥ va ¢ ging thyc hién ba diém ma toi vira chia sé
bén trén ngay tir ngay hom nay nhé! Xin Chua chic lanh va
ban cho ban nhitng on lanh hon xac, dé ban luén phuc vu véi
su cdy trong, voi tat ca tim long yéu mén, khiém nhuong va
lam tat ca vi Chua, v6i Chia va lam cho Chaa. Amen!



MI read this Sunday’s Gospel, it calls to mind

the many Marthas who are living in religious
communities, parishes, organizations and families. These
are the contemporary Martha that are behaving and
reacting in the same way as Martha of Bethany:

e A Father who protested and is displeased with his
Bishop: “I entered religious life a long time ago, my
experience of the priesthood is far more advanced
than Fr. B, how come you didn’t entrust the parish
to my care? And that priest, who was just recently
ordained with limited pastoral experience; you
entrusted him with a large parish located in the
inner city with lots of parishioners!”

o Mr. B bewailed: “Every single year, I have to work
so hard to get ready for our Annual Festival; so
much food preparation, loading food to the car,
preparing meals, and cleaning the place. Why
didn’t you invite others to help the parish? This
parish does not belong to me or my family!”

e Miss C angrily told her mother: “Am [ your only
biological child and the rest are adopted? Dad has
been in the hospital for more than a week and
nobody else has come to take care of him. They just
pop in and then suddenly disappear! I have to take
care of everything! I stayed with dad a whole week,
and was up all night, yet nobody showed up to take
my place.”

It is such a pity for Father A, Mr. B and Miss C! They
worked so hard to lend a hand and dedicated numerous
efforts to support their diocese, parishes and families, yet
their words rushed forth with bitterness, anger, and
resentment, all their merits quickly dissipated into thin air.
Regrettably, when such behaviors as resentment,
frustration, and bitterness dwell in their hearts, it is
impossible for Father A, Mr. B and Miss C to experience
peace in their soul. It would be difficult for them to be
optimistic and treat those people they are desirous to serve
with kindness, attentiveness and joy! And the work they
are doing cannot yield delicious fruits.

My dear friends, in an effort to stay away from jealousy,
frustration and anger when we serve others, please pay
attention to the following three points:

e First, before we proceed with any type of work,
whether it is small or big, simple or grandiose,
whether we do it for our family or parish...let us pray
for God’s grace and protection, offer the work that we
are about to do and pray for a special intention. For
instance, pray for the souls in purgatory, for all priests
to live a life of sanctity, for religious vocations, for
our grandparents, parents, and children, for those who
are sick and for those who have gone astray from
God.

e Second, when serving in the parish, taking care of
grandparents or parents, visiting the sick, carrying out
volunteer work, or performing charity work...do not
expect others to acknowledge or praise you. Even if
those compliments come from the Bishop, priest or
religious superior...those flattering remarks last only
a very short time. Let God reward us because only
this reward will last us the rest of our eternal life.
Jesus said: “Not to perform righteous deeds in order
that people may see them; otherwise, you will have no
recompense from your heavenly Father.” (Mt 6:1).

o Third, when we work or serve others, please pay
close attention: carry out, unreservedly and
wholeheartedly, the tasks that are entrusted to you by
your parents, pastor or religious superior. Do them
with all your heart, with love, gratitude and
appreciation. Do them BECAUSE OF GOD, do them
FOR GOD, and do them IN GOD. Serving God and
doing His work is never a loss, because He promised:
“Whoever gives only a cup of cold water to one of
these little ones to drink...he will surely not lose his
reward” (Mt 10:42).

I firmly believe that, when we pay attention and put into
practice the three things listed above, we will not be the
replica of Martha. Our soul will be at peace, optimistic,
joyful and pleased. Do you believe me? If yes, please make
an effort to carry through immediately the three points that I
shared with you! May God bless you and grant you
abundant graces, so that you can always serve others with
hope, love, and humility doing everything because of God,
for God and in God. Amen!
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