“...Hay Di

%s s i Ling Thaony Rl

C%uc thi long thuong x6t gidng nhu ngudi Sa-ma-ri -

trong du ngdn ctia Chua Nhat hom nay c6 dé khong? Toi
n6i that, sdng trong mot xa hoi ma & d6 ho ra mot chut 1a bi
sue, dong mot ti 1a bi dua ra toa ... thi viéc thic thi long
thuong xot glong nhu ngudi Samarl khong phai la chuyén
don gian, neu khong muon noéi la kho khan!

o Thdy mot ngueoi gia cd, va ngay cd ngueoi tré di nita, bi
té ngd bén dwong, ban cé dam chay dén ndang nguoi dy
g ddy khong? Toi thi chdc la khong dam roi, 16
minh do khong ding kiéu, ndng khéng dung cach, nan
nhan bi gay xwong, hay bi té them mgt lan nita thi coi
chirng, tai hoa sé dé xuong trén dau ngay!

e Ban lam cong cho mot nha hang, hay ca ngay khi ban
la chii nha hang dy di chdang nita, khi thirc dn bdn
khéong hét con diw thira, ban c6 dam duwa cho nhitng
nguoi vo gia cuw, cho nhitng nguoi dang doi khat o
ngoai dwong an khong? Bé bao ciing khong dam, 16 ho
an roi sau dé ho bi ngo doc, bi dau bung...la chét!

o Thdy mét nguoi dirng bén vé dwong dwa tay ra xin di
qud giang, ban dam ngimg xe, cho nguwoi dy lén xe
khéong? Téi thi chdic khong dam dau, 16 gdp phdi dn
cuop thi sao? Luc do la tiéu doi!

Ban c6 thay kho khéng? Kho 1am day chi lai! Nhung kho
khong c6 nghia 13 ching minh khong thé thic thi long
thiong xét duoc! Ban va toi van con co nhiéu cach dé co thé
thyc hanh 101 gido hudn cua Chaa Gié-su trong bai Tin
Mung hém nay. No6i mot cach khac, voi on Chua nang do,
cong véi sy khon ngoan ctia Ngai ban cho, ban va toi van c6
thé thuc thi giéi rin yéu thirong tha nhdin duoc chir khong
phai 1a khong. Di nhién, chiing minh khong thé thuc thi
long thiong xot theo cai kiéu cua ngudi Sa-ma-ri thdi xa
xua, nhung chiung minh c6 thé thiee thi long thwong xot doi
véi tha nhan, bat dau tir nhitng ngudi trong gia dinh minh, vi
du nhu:

e Nhitng ngay cuéi tuan, nhitng dip 1€ lac, ban dwa con
cdi tGi tham viéng cha me doi bén, giup cho cdc ngai
don dep nha cira, cdt co, giat giii, nau nudng, hay den
tham nhitng nguwoi dau yéu, bénh tdt, hodc dang song
co don hiu quanh trén givong bénh, trong cdc nha
duong ldo...

e Khi nhan dwoc thw cia cac co quan thién nguyén nhu

Caritas, Catholic Charity, Catholic Relief Services,
...hodc ngay trong gido xw co nhitng cudc lac
quyén giup cho nhitng nguoi homeless, cho cac
nuoc ngheo bén Chdau Phi, bén Nam My, hodc cho
nan nhan cua chién tranh, bdo Iut...ban vui vé va
mau mdn cong tac, gui quan do, thwc phiam, gift
certificates, tiéen bac, ngdn phiéu...dé gitip do cho
ho.

o Khi di cho Safeway hay Fred Meyer, hodc
Walmart...ban va toi mua thém mot tui do an dé
san, khoang $10-$15 danh dé tang cho nhing
nguweoi dang doi kho, nhing nguwoi vé gia cur...

o Trong nhimg dip mua chay, 1é Thanksgiving,
Christmas, New Year, quang dai dong gop tai
chanh gitip cho quy bdc di, cho cdc em Thiéu Nhi
Thanh Thé...dé chudn bi thire dn ting cho nguoi
ngheo...

Ban than mén, thyc thi 1ong thuong x6t d6i v6i tha nhan
la mét viéc khong dé, boi vi theo ban tinh tu nhién, con
ngudi ciia ching ta thudng hay sg, hay lo ngai va nhat
la hay so do tinh toan du moi thir ca. Thé nhung, néu
ching minh cb ging, va véi niém tin vao su tro gitp ciia
Chua, toi tin chic ban va toi s& thoat ra cai vo cua ich
ky, ctia so hai va s& co thé thue thi long thwong xot d6i
véi tha nhan.

Chang minh hiy cau nguyén cho nhau, xin Chiia ban
cho ban va toi mot tri tim nhan 4i, mot tm long quang
dai va biét thuong x6t tha nhan, nho ¢6 chiing minh méi
c6 thé thuc thi duogc 10i giao huén cua Chia Gié-su:
“Hay di va thuc thi long thwong xot véi nhiing nguoi
chung quanh.

Chua Gié-su da hua: “Phiic thay ai xot thuwong nguoi, vi
ho sé dwoc Thién Chia x6t thuwong” (Mt 5:7), néu
chung minh thiee thi long thirong x6t d6i voi nhitng anh
chi em ting cuc nghéo khd, nhitng nguoi dang trong
con hoan nan, dang gap bat hanh, budn phién...thi chic
chin ban va toi, khi gip gian nan khdn kho, khi 1am
canh ting cyc, chung minh s€ dugc nguoi ta xo6t thuong,
va nhit 1a & doi sau, khi ra truée toa Chia phan xét,
chung minh s& dugc Thién Chtia da long thuong xo6t.

Cau chuc ban mét tudn 1& an binh, manh khoe va tran
day on Chua.



@‘ s it easy to act as a Good Samaritan in the same manner

as portrayed in this Sunday’s parable? Living in such a litigious
society nowadays, we are frequently prone to over utilize
lawsuits and the courts. The thought of doing the acts of mercy
as a Good Samaritan is not a simple matter. It is an extremely
complicated thing to do!

e  When you see a senior or even an adolescent slip and fall
down on a street, would you dare run to them and lift
them up? I would hesitate to do so. What if I do not know
the proper way to lift them up? It could actually break
their bones or cause more injury than the initial fall
itself.

e You are an employee or even the owner of a restaurant;
plenty of food goes uneaten at the end of the day. Would
you dare to offer this food to the destitute or homeless?
Probably not! What if after eating they get food
poisoning or a stomach ache?

e When you see a hitchhiker standing along the road,
would you stop the car and give this person a ride? Most
certainly not! What if this person is wicked? You have a
good heart, but you might get hurt. What if they put a
gun or knife to your head and rob your car? You would
be dead meat!

Do you find it difficult? Certainly! However, it does not mean
that we are unable to perform acts of mercy! There are
countless ways that you and I can put into practice the
teachings of Jesus from today's Gospel. In other words, together
with the grace of God and His wisdom, we are still able to put
into practice Jesus’ command to love one another. Obviously,
we are unable to impersonate the acts of mercy in the same way
as the Samaritan in ancient times, but we are able to carry out
mercy toward others, starting from people in our families, and
then extending it to those around us in a number of ways. For
instance:

e During a weekend trip, a husband, wife, and kids take
time to visit both sides of the family, help them to clean
the house, mow the lawn, do the laundry, or prepare a
meal. Or, maybe they visit the sick, or those who are
abandoned and bedridden in the nursing home.

o When you receive mail from different volunteers or
organization such as Caritas, Catholic Charities,
Catholic Relief Services, or when your parish is holding
a fundraising event to support the homeless, a poor
country in Africa, South America, or for victims of war,
or disaster, I ask you to please be compassionate and
readily donate your clothes, food, gift certificates, or
money, to support them.

e Whenever you shop at Safeway, Fred Meyer, or
Walmart...please kindly purchase a ready-made meal,
approximately around $10-815 and set it aside for those
who are hungry or homeless...

e During Lent, Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Years,
be extra generous in donating money to help subsidize
the charity fund, the Eucharistic Youth Group, or to
prepare meals for the poor and less fortunate...

“...Go And Perform

The ets of Mercy!”

My dear friends, putting into practice the acts
of mercy toward others is not an easy task.
Instinctively, we are often concerned, anxious
and most often we over analyze the
situation. However, if we strive to do our best
and trust in God’s grace, [ am certain that we
will be freed from the shell of selfishness and
fear, and we will be able to carry out the acts
of mercy toward others.

Let us pray for one another that God may
grant us a kind, sympathetic and
compassionate heart toward others, so that we
are able to fulfill the teachings of Jesus: “Go
and do likewise” which mean go and perform
the acts of mercy toward those around us.

Jesus promised: “Blessed are the merciful, for
they will be shown mercy” (Mt 5:7). If we put
into practice the acts of mercy toward those
who are poor and facing hardship, trial, and
distress, certainly, God’s mercy and
compassion will be with us in this life, and
most importantly, on the Day of Judgment,
God will be merciful to us.

Wishing you God’s peace, good health, and
abundant blessings.
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