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Nhan Ianh Khong’

ig hua Nhat Chua Chién Lanh, 1a ngay Giao Hoi moi

g0i moi ngudi cau nguyén cho cac vi muc tir trong Gido
Hoi, dé cac ngai duogc tré nén gidng nhu Vi Muc Tir Nhdn
Lanh ddam hy sinh mang song vi doan chién (Ga 10:11).
Hom nay, t6i xin chia sé voi ban ba kho khan trong viéc
muc vu cua cac linh muyc tai cac gido xtt. Qua ba kho khan
nay, toi udc mong ban s€ cam thong vdi cac Giam Muc va
cac Linh Muyc, nhitng ngudi da duoc chia sé chirc vu Muc
Ta v6i Puc Kitd. Va toi cling hy vong ban s& thdy, tré
nén mét vi muc tiv hién lanh, va nhin hgu nhw Chia
Giésu Kito thi khéng dé mot chit nao ca!

Kho khin thi nhit. C6 nhitg ngudi ching ghi danh dé gia
nhdp vao giao xit My hay gido xr Viét Nam, va cling
chang di 1& & nha tho Viét Nam. Dung mot cai vao xin cac
cha xr gidy chimg nhan la gido dan cua gido xtr, dang séng
doc than, co di 1& giit dao hin hoi. Ban nghi thir xem,
trong truong hgp nhu vay, linh myc chanh xir ¢6 dé dang
lam mot vi myc tir nhan lanh hay khong? Khéng viét thu
chirng nhéan nhu 161 yéu cAu, thi vi linh muc d6 sé bi coi la
kho tinh kho nét, va chéc chan 1a s& bi ... dong dinh! Con
viét theo nhur duge yéu cau, thi cac cha s& pham ti gian
dbi, vi ngudi d6 dau phai 13 gido dan cua céc cha.

Kho khéan thir hai. Anh A vao xin cha so ciia anh lam dam
cudi gap, vi ban gai ciia anh di 15 c6 thai. Cha so tir chéi
vi thiy anh A va ngudi ban gai khong c6 su tu do dé két
hon véi nhau, ho cudi nhau chi vi da 16 co6 thai, vi khong
mudn cha me bi mit mit voi ba con 16i x6m. Cha sé
khuyén anh chi vé sanh con xong, sau dé suy nghi cho ky
1oi quay lai 1am thu tyc 1am d4m cudi trong nha thd. Anh
A am i ra vé, sau d6 ching hiéu bang cach nao d6, ma khi
qua nha thd My, 6ng cha s& & xt My dong y 1am dam cuéi
gap cho anh A. Thé 14 cha s¢ cta anh A bi mang tiéng 13
khong c6 1ong nhan hau, khong biét thong cam cho toi
nhén nhu 6ng cha s¢ & bén xit My.

Kho khin thit ba, 1a vé van dé ngdi toa giai t6i. Bat du tir
Chua Nhat truéec mua Chay, cha s¢ da thong bao ¢ trong to
Thong Tin, trén website, trén FaceBook, va giri email dén
ting gia dinh rang trong sudt 40 ngay mua chay, ngoai trir
ngdy Chua Nhat, cac cha s& ngdi toa Giai Toi mdi ngay.
Nhung 5 phut truée khi dang thanh 18 thtr Nam tuan
Thanh, c6 mot ngudi dén néi voi cha so rang: "Cha cho
con xung tgi, vi con ban di lam, hom nay con moi ranh!"

Ban nghi thir xem, trong ba truong hop trén, cac linh muc
c6 dé dang tr& thanh nhitng muc tr nhan lanh nhu Chua

Gié-su dugc khong? DE chét lién!

Ho6m nay 1a Chtia Nhat L& Chaa Chién Lanh, xin ban hay cau
nguyén cho Gido Hoi c6 thém dugc nhitng muyc tir nhan lanh,
luén noi guwong bit chuéc Chiia Kitd, ddm hy sinh quén
minh, va tan tyy cham séc cho doan chién ma Chua giao pho.
Nhung dé cac linh muyc c6 thé trd nén nhimg muc tir nhan
lanh nhu Chua Gié-su, xin ban hay gitp cho cac linh myc hai
viéc sau day:

o THU NHAT: Ghi danh vio cdc gido xir, @é tré thanh
mot thanh vién cua Giao Xir noi ban cw tru. Xin ban
cing hdy tham gia vao cac hoi doan trong Gidao Xir, va
cong tac voi Giao X vé moi mat. Quang dai va rong
rdi déng gép cong sire, tai nang, va tien bac cho viéc
xdy duwng, bao tri, tu sira va phat trién Gido Xik ciia ban.
Minh la ngwoi Cong Gido ma cie di CHUA nhir vy thi
ky qua.

Khi troé thanh thanh vién cua Gidao X, khi tham gia
cac héi doan, thi cha xir méi biét ban, ban sé dwoc
Gido Xir cau nguyén trong cdc thanh 16, khi dau yéu
sé co nguoi tham viéng, khi chét ¢6 nguoi t6i doc
kinh, viéng xdc, va tién dwa dén noi an nghi cudi
cung.

- Khi gia dinh ¢6 dam tang hay dam cudi, hay khi can
xin cha sé cdp gidy gidi thiéu ldp gia dinh, lam cha
me do dau hay ra toa, hodc xin di hoc o cac truong
dai hoc ...cha s¢ sé c6 twe liéu dé viét cho ban.

o THU HAI: Pirng bao gio trach méc, phao tin, hay lén
an hodc bugc cho cac linh muc nhimg tleng xdu, vi du
nhu quan liéu, kho khan, gay kho de thiéu long thwong
x0t, nhan tam...khi cdc ngdi vi tiéng néi heong tam, vi
phdi tudn theo nhitng khoan Gido Ludt...nén tir choi
khong lam theo y cua ban.

Ban tin t6i di! Néu ban va moi ngudi trong cac xir dao siéng
nang cau nguyén, nang do cac linh muyc, va thyc hién dugc
hai cong viéc ma téi moi dé nghi & trén, thi Giao Hoi sé co
thém nhiéu Giam Muc va nhiu linh muc tré nén giéng nhu
vi Muc Tir Nhin Lanh 13 chinh Dirc Giésu Kitd, biét hy sinh,
tan tuy cham soc cho doan chién ctiia Chua giao pho cho ho.

Hom nay ciing 1a ngay Hién MAu, xin Chiia qua ban tay nhan
ai cua Me Maria, chuc lanh, ban binh an, va strc khoe cho tat
ca cac ba m¢. Mong rﬁng céc ba me s& nhan duoc that nhiéu
niém vui, va cam nhan duoc tinh y€u cua con cai danh cho
céc ba trong ngay L& Hién MAu va trong nhiing ngay thang
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e/
oday is a Good Shepherd Sunday, a World Day of

Prayer for Vocations, a special day to pray for all
shepherds in the Church, so that they may become like a
Good Shepherd who lays down his life for the sheep (Jn
10:11). I would like to share with you some of my pastoral
ministry experience, so that you may understand some of
the difficulties and challenges that priests have been
encountering, and through it, I hope you will empathize
with the shepherd in your Diocese and in your parish. My
wish is, after reading this reflection you will realize that 7o
be a good Shepherd, and merciful as Jesus Christ is not
as simple as it seems, rather it is extremely arduous!

First of all, the controversial issue about requesting a letter
of recommendation to marry in Vietnam. There are people
who do not register to be a member of an American or
Vietnamese parish, and don’t attend Mass at the
Vietnamese church. All of the sudden, this person comes to
the office and asks the pastor to provide a letter of
recommendation stating that he/she is a registered member,
in good standing, single, and a practicing Catholic. In such
a case, do you think it is easy for the parish priest to be a
good shepherd? To decline to write a letter of
recommendation, that priest will be labeled as rigid, harsh
and conclusively, he will be...crucified! However, if the
priest gives in to the request, he will commit fraud, because
that person is not his parishioner.

Secondly, the controversial issue about marriage. Mr. A
came to the parish office and asked the pastor to officiate
the wedding as soon as possible because inadvertently he
got his girlfriend pregnant. The pastor refused his request
because he knew Mr. A and his girlfriend were not free to
marry each other, the reason they wanted to get married
was simply because of pregnancy, and they did not want
their parents to be ashamed and judged by their neighbors
and relatives. The pastor advises them to first give birth to
the baby, meanwhile, think it over carefully before seeking
to get married at the church. Mr. A left the office feeling
uneasy, then somehow, by whatever means he managed to
convince the pastor at the American church to officiate the
wedding at once. As a result, the pastor from the
Vietnamese church fell into disrepute and is seen as
merciless, unsympathetic toward the sinners contrary to the
pastor at the American church.

Thirdly, the controversial issue about going to confession.
Starting on the Sunday before Lent, the pastor publicizes in
the church bulletin, website, Facebook, and even sends an
email message to each family stating that during the 40
days of Lent, except Sunday, the parish priests will be
available to hear Confession every day. Nonetheless, just 5
minutes before the Solemn Mass of the Lord’s Supper, a
person approached the pastor and said: "Father, please
hear my confession, I have been busy with work until now I
am free!”

Just imagine for a moment, with all the scenarios stated
above, is it easy for a priest to become a good shepherd
like Jesus? I doubt it!
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Today is a Good Shepherd Sunday, please pray for the
Church to have more good shepherds, who always follow the
example of Christ, courageously sacrifice their lives, and
fervently care for the flocks that God entrusted to them.
Alongside with prayer, I plead you to strive your best to
support your parish priest with the following:

e FIRSTLY: Register to become a member of the Parish
where you reside. Please join or volunteer in different
Church organizations and cooperate with the parish in
all aspects. Be generous and charitable in sharing your
time, talent, and money for the construction,
maintenance, renovation, and growth of your Parish.
Please do not take everything for GRANTED.

- Being a Church member, you will acquire many
spiritual benefits. The parish members will pray for
you, they will pay a condolence visit, pray, and send
you off to the final resting place.

- When your family is planning a funeral or a
wedding, or when in need of a letter of
recommendation from the pastor to get married, to
become a godparent or character letter for a judge,
university...you’ll be stress free when approaching
the parish priest.

e SECONDLY: Do not criticize, spread rumors, or
condemn and slam priests with bad reputations, when
they must act on the voice of conscience, obey the
provisions of Canon Law, and therefore, refuse to do as
you wish.

Trust me! If you and everyone in the parish pray diligently,
continue to support priests, and perform the two tasks that I
have proposed above, then the Church will have more
bishops and priests becoming Good Shepherds just like Jesus
Christ, who sacrificed and dedicated himself to caring for the
ﬂock of God entrusted to them.

Today is also Mother’s Day, it is most fitting that on this day
we invoke our Blessed Mother Mary, through her loving
kindness intercession, may God bless all mothers with His
love, peace and good health. May all mothers be filled with
much joy and happiness, and know that they are well loved
and respected on this Mother’s Day and in the coming days.
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