iéghﬁa Nhat L& La hém nay 1a ngay dau tién trong Tuan

Thanh. Trong Chtia Nhat 18 La va vao chiéu thtr Sau Tuin
Thanh, ban va t6i s€ nghe bai Tin Mung noi vé Cudc
Thuong Kho cuia Chua Giésu Kitd. Hom nay, t6i xin moi
ban cing voi t6i suy nghi vé ba khuén mit rat KHO
THUONG cua Giu-da, Phé-r6 va céac nha lanh dao tén gido.
Qua nhirng suy niém vé nhitng khuén mat KHO THUONG
nay, t61 hy vong rang, ban va t6i s& nhan ra nhiing dicu
chung ta can phai tranh va nhiing diéu chung ta nén lam, dé
nho vdy, grong mit ciia chiing minh s& mdi ngdy trd nén DE
THUONG hon.

1. GUONG MAT CUA ONG GIU-PA. Giu-da 13 mot
trong nhitng mon dé dwoc Chua Giésu yéu thuong hét
tinh, ong dugc ké vao trong sé Mudi Hai Tong PO.
Chua Giésu da thuong yéu, quan tdm va cham lo cho
ong timg miéng an gidc ngu: “Anh em hdy lanh riéng
ra dén mot noi thanh ving ma nghi ngoi déi chit.” Qua
thé, ké lui nguoi téi qud dong, nén cac éng ciing chang
cé thi gio' an uong nita” (Mc 6:31). Ngai ciing ban cho
ong quyeén trir quy, chita bénh, va giao cho 6ng chirc
thi quy, quan 1y tit ca tai chanh ctia nhom Muoi Hai.
Véy ma ong da ban dung Ngai: “7oi ndp ong dy cho
quy Vi, thi quy vi muon cho toi bao nhiéu.” Ho quyét
dinh cho hdn ba muwoi dong bac” (Mt 26:14-15).

2. GUONG MAT CUA ONG PHE-RO: Ciing giéng nhur
Giuda, Phér6 cling dugc Chtia yéu thuong, cham soc, lo
lang, va duoc Ngai giao cho mdt nhiém vu vo ciing cao
trong: “Duéi dat, anh cam bugc diéu gi, trén troi ciing
s& cam buoc nhu vay, dwoi dat, anh thdo céi diéu g,
trén troi ciing sé thao coi nhwe vay” (Mt 16:19). Ong
con dugc goi la Ké-pha, nghia 1a da. Vay ma khi bi
ngudi ta chat van, thi d4 dd mém ra nhu bin, 6ng khong
nhitng chéi, ma lai con dam ca gan thé doc: "Toi thé la
khéng cé biét nguoi cdc éng néi dé!” (Mc 14:71).

3. GUONG MAT CUA CAC NHA LANH DAO TON
GIAO. Khoi can phai néi ban ciing da biét rdi, ho 1a
nhimg khuon mit cuc ky KHO THUONG chir khong
phai chi don thuan 1a KHO THUONG nhu Giuda &
Phéro! Tai sao vay? Xin thua la bdi vi ho da sach
dong dam dong doi ong Phi-la-t6 phong thich tén Ba-
ra-ba va déng dinh Chiia Gié-su Dang di 1am biét bao
nhiéu diéu tot dep cho dan chung, Ngai da chita bénh,
lam cho ké que di dwoc, ké cam noi dwoc, nguoi mu
diwge  sdang, ké chét song lai, nguwoi cui  dwoc
sach.. Nhiing nguoi thu doan va hiém doc nhu vay thi
ban nghi thir xem, ho c6 phai la nhiing nguoi cé nhiing
guong mit DE THUONG khéng? Khong dam dau!

/77 )

Ban than mén, néu ban dong ¥ Vol to1 rang Giuda, Phérd va
cac nha lanh dao ton gido déu 1a nhitng ngudi co nhung
guong miat KHO THUONG thi ching minh hiy c6 _gang,
dung bao gio hanh xur giong nhu ho. Ban va t6i phai c6 gang
song sao dé gwong mit cua ching minh tré nén that 1a DE
THUONG thi méi dugc!

Dé c¢6 thé trd thanh ngudi c6 nhitng guong mat DE
THUONG, chiing minh hay cau nguyén, xin Chia ban on
gitp strc, va phai ¢b ging moi ngay, dé ban va toi:

1. KHONG VO ON BAC NGHIA. Thién Chua 13 Cha cua
chung minh, Ngai da, dang, va sé con tiép tuc tudn do
mudn on lanh hdn xéac xuéng trén ban, trén toi, trén gia
dinh chung minh, trén gido x1, trén gido hdi, ciing nhu
thé giéi ndy. Tiu mang song, tri khon ngoan, su thong
minh, tai nang, cho dén thire an d6 uéng, nha ctra, xe ¢,
bang cap, khong khi, nudc, anh sang ... tt ca 1a déu do
Chua ban cho ching minh. Nhan ra va y thiic ring,
Chtia chinh 1a vi 4n nhan ctia chiing minh thi ban va toi
s€ c6 kha nang ta on Chua khong ngung, ta on khong
ngoi nghi.

2. KHONG CHOI CHUA. Hiy hénh dién tuyén xung
ching minh 1a mon d¢ cua Chua Gié-su Kito, qua viéc
song ngay thang that tha, lac quan, vui vé, hién hoa,
nhan héu, bac ai voi nhitng nguoi chung quanh. Hay cho
nhimg nguoi chung quanh nhén ra dung mao cua Chua
Kito trong ching minh, qua viéc biét quan tim dén
nhiing nhu cau cua nhiing nguoi chung quanh, va biét
thuong x6t dén nhiing nguoi kém may mén hon minh.

3. KHONG SACH PONG, VAY BE KET DANG DE HAI
NGUOI Pay 1a mot hanh dong hét stc dé tién, hén nhat
va bi 6i ctia nhiing ké tiéu nhén, xin ding bao gid hanh
xtr nhu cac nha lanh dao ton gido thoi xua. "Anh em
dong dau ndo, thi Thién Chiia ciing sé dong dau ay cho
anh em, va con cho anh em hon nita" (Mk 4:24). Gieo
gi6 thi c6 ngay git bio, nay ta hai nguoi, mai mot ta s&
bi nguoi khac hai cho ma xem, khong thoat dugc dau!

T6i tin chéc rang, khi ban va t6i biét on Chuia, séng c6 tinh c6
nghia v6i anh chi em, khong bao gio chdi bo Chua, nhung
hién ngang lam ching cho Chiia & moi noi moi lic; va quyét
tam khong bao gio sach dong, khong kéo beé kéo canh dé hai
ngudi, thi ching minh s& c¢6 nhimg guong mit hién tir, nhan
hau va that dé thuong cho ma xem! Ban tin khong? Cau chiic
ban va nhiing nguoi than ctia ban mot Tuan Thanh tran déy
on Chua, va xin nhé, thtt Sau Tuan Thanh chung ta s& AN
CHAY & KIENG THIT va cau nguyén cho chién tranh mau
chdm dat, va hoa binh mau duogc véan hoi tai Ukraine. CAm on
ban trudec.




Q@ﬂm Sunday is the first day of Holy Week. In today’s

Mass and at Good Friday commemoration, we will hear the
Gospel account of the Passion of Jesus Christ. I would like
to invite you to join me in reflecting upon these notorious,
what some might consider, UNLOVABLE figures, Judas,
Peter and the religious leaders. During the course of our
reflection on these UNLOVABLE persons, it is my hope
that we will acknowledge what we should and should not do
so that we can become more LOVABLE.

1. THE FIRST FIGURE IS JUDAS. Judas was one of the
disciples that Jesus deeply loved, cherished and cared
for: “Come away by yourselves to a deserted place and
rest a while.” People were coming and going in great
numbers, and they had no opportunity even to eat” (Mk
6:31). He also gave him the power to drive out demons
and cure the sick, he trusted him to be the treasurer of
his disciples. Yet Judas betrayed Him: “What are you
willing to give me if I hand him over to you?” They
paid him thirty pieces of silver” (Mt 26.14-15).

2. THE SECOND FIGURE IS PETER. Just like Judas,
Peter is also loved, cared and cherished by Jesus and
was given the task of holding the keys of the Kingdom

of Heaven: “Whatever you bind on earth shall be
bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth
shall be loosed in heaven” (Mt 16:19) Jesus called
him Cephas, which means the rock...yet when he was
confronted three times by people in the courtyard, he
denied that he knew Him, and even cursed and swore:
"I do not know this man about whom you are talking!”
(Mk 14:71).

3. THE THIRD FIGURES ARE THE RELIGIOUS
LEADERS. These  figures are  extremely
UNLOVABLE, not just merely UNLOVABLE like
Judas and Peter! Why? It is because they stirred up
the crowd to have Pilate release Barabbas, they
slandered and falsely accused Jesus, and they used
every tactic to obliterate Jesus from their lives. Jesus
had cured the sick, the lame walk, the mute speak, the
blind regain their sight, the dead are raised, the lepers
are cleansed...He did all these good things. Let’s
think about it, men with such cunning and malicious
attitudes, are they LOVEABLE? I doubt it!

My dearest friends, if you agree with me that Judas, Peter
and the religious leaders are the UNLOVABLE people,

then let us try not to let our lives and our behavior toward
others be like theirs. We must live in such a way that we are
LOVABLE to others!

In order to be LOVABLE, let us pray for God’s grace, and
strive our best daily so that we:

1. DO NOT BE UNGRATEFUL, God is our Father, He
has been, is, and continues to pour out His abundant
blessings on us, our families, parishes, churches, and
the whole world. Our life, wisdom, knowledge, talent,
sustenance, houses, cars, degrees, air, water, light... all
are gifts from God. Acknowledging and recognizing
that God is our benefactor, we will be able to give
thanks to God unceasingly and relentlessly.

2. DO NOT DENY JESUS. Be proud to profess that we
are the disciples of Jesus Christ, by being upright,
honest, optimistic, joyful, gentle, kind, and charitable
to those around us. Let those around us recognize the
face of Christ in and through us, by being attentive to
the needs of those around us, and by being merciful to
those less fortunate than ourselves.

3. DO NOT INVOKE SITUATIONS TO HARM
PEOPLE. This is a very cowardly and disgraceful act
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of petty people, please never act like the religious
leaders in the past. "The measure with which you
measure will be measured out to you, and still more
will be given to you” (Mk 4:24). 1If we sow the wind,
we will reap a storm, if we harm people, we will be
harmed by others, we can't avoid it!

I firmly believe that, when we are grateful to God, live in
a meaningful relationship with our brothers and sisters,
do not deny Jesus, but always bear witness to the Lord in
all places and at all times; and resolve to never scheme to
harm people, then we will have a gentle, kind and
loveable face! Do you believe so?

May you and your loved ones have a Holy Week full of
grace, and do remember on this coming Holy Friday to
FAST AND ABSTAIN FROM MEAT, and pray for an
end to the war and for peace to be restored in Ukraine.
Thank you!
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