@an c6 biét Phéro 1a ai khong? Néu ban chua biét,

hay chi biét so so vé ong Phéro thoi, thi toi xin phép duoc
gidi thiéu v6i ban mot chut vé ong. Ong 1a mot ngu phu,
tinh tinh néng nay, héo thing, va tu phy, vi du nhu khi
Chua canh bao 1a 6ng sé& chdi Ngai ba lan, thi ong da tuyén
bd: "Dau cé phai chét VOl Thay, con ciing khong choi
Thay...Dau tdt cd c6 vip ngd di nita, thi con ciing nhdt
dinh la khéng.” Thé nhung khi Chua vira bi bét xong, thi
6ng da cao bay xa chay, va khi bi nguoi ta chat vén, ong
da thé rang ong khong biét Chua Gié-su 13 ai cal (Mt
26:70).
Thé nhung ong lai 12 nguoi duge Chua wu 4i méi la la! Vi
dy, khi di rao giang ¢ bo h6 Ghen-né-xa-rét, “Nguoi thay
hai chiéc thuyén.. .[Nhung Ngai lai chon] thuyén ciia ong
Si-mén.” Chua hét, Ngai con cho ong ching kién canh
Ngai bién hinh trén niii...[lam phép la cho] con gdi dng
trucng héi dwong Gia-ia song lai tir céi chét. Dic biét
nhit 1a Ngai da dit 6ng lam nén tang va giao cho quyén
lanh dao Giao Hoi do Ngai thiét lap: “Anh la Phé-ré,
nghia la Tang Pd, trén ting dd nay, Thay sé xdy Hoi
Théanh cia Thdy...Thdy sé trao cho anh chia khod Nudc
Troi: dudi dat, anh cam buoc diéu gi, trén troi ciing sé
cam budc nhie viy...”
Cir sy thuong ma ndi, trao pho trong trach lanh dao cho
mot ngum nhu 6ng Phérd thi qua 1a phiéu luu, néu khong
mudn noi 1a qué mao hiém. Néi cach khéac, ong khong du
tiéu chuan dé lam mot nguoi thu lanh! Ay vdy ma Chua
Gié-su lai chon 6ng! Ma khong phai chi c6 mot lan, sau
ong Phérd, Chua Giésu van tiép tuc tuyén chon nhiing
nguoi yéu dudi, t0i 18i va bat tai, thAm chi con té hon ong
Phé-r6 nita! Thé nhung trong sudt hon 20 thé ky qua, du
trai qua biét bao nhiéu 1a thang tram, bao nhiéu 1a song gid
thir thach...Gido Hoi ctia Ngai van kién virng va van phat
trién khong ngimg! Ban thdy co la khong?
Tai sao Gido Hoi Cong Giao va doan chién cia Chua
khong bi tan rd, khong bi giai thé dudi quyén cai quan cua
Phérd, va cta nhitng ngudi ldnh dao cao cip 16i thoi, bé
bdi, yéu dubi va toi 15i chfmg han nhu Gido Hoang Gioan
XII, Benedict IX, Alexandé VI, hay nhu Héng Y
Theodore E. Mccarrick? Xin thua la vi hai ly do sau day:
> Thir nhit, Gido Hi Cong Gido 13 CUA CHUA.
“Anh la Phé-ro, nghia la Tang Pa, trén tang da
nay, Thay sé xdy Hoi Thanh ciia Thdy, va quyén
liee tir than sé khong thang néi” (Mt 16:18).

> Thi hai, Gido Hdi Cong Gizo luén CO CHUA O
CUNG. “Nay day, Thdy ¢ cing anh em moi ngdy cho
dén tin thé” (Mt 28:20).
Vi Giao Hoi 1a cta Chua, va vi Giao Hoi ludn c6 Chua &
cling, cho nén trong sudt hon hai muoi thé ky qua, va chéc
chin ca & trong tuong lai, bat ké ai 1a ngudi 1én ké vi thanh
tong do Phérd, du d6 1a nguoi bét tai, bit toan, bat tin va bat
trung may di ching nira, thi Gido Hoi ciia Chiia ciing van
luén kién ving, Gido Hoi van phét trién khong ngimg va
chéc chin s& ton tai cho dén ngay tin thé.
Ban than mén, néu ban dong ¥ va tin rang Gido Hoi la ciia
Chua thanh ldp, va cé Chua ¢ cung voi Gidao Hpi moi ngay
cho dén tan thé, thi khi nghe thay bao chi, truyén hinh va cac
phuong tién truyén thong phi bang, nhuc ma, béu xu va tan
cong Gido Hoi, chi vi mot sd rat nho tu si, linh muc hay
Giam Muc d3 c6 nhitng hanh vi va thai do bt xtimg voi
thanh chirc, da pham t6i nay tdi no...thi xin ban hay:
> Binh tinh, ctr tir tir, ding budng 15i si va, nguyén raa
hay két an, hay bi mét dic tin...vi nhitng linh muc,
giam muc hay hong y bi td cdo. Chua chic nhitng toi
ma nguoi ta to cdo d6 la sy that. Két an mot cach hap
tap, voOi vd nhur vay 1a thiéu khon ngoan va khong cong
bang chat nao ca! Xin ban hdy nh¢ nguyén tic nay:
Moi nghi can déu vé téi cho dén khi duwoc chirng minh
la co tdi. You are innocence until proven guilty.
> Danh ra vai phut thinh lang dé cau nguyén cho nhiing
nan nhan, ciu nguyén cho nhitng linh muc hay giam
muc bi t6 céo, va ciing xin ban cau nguyén cho nhing
phong vién, nhimng nguodi dua tin, cho gidi truyén
thong...xin cho ho biét loan tin mot cach trung thuc
khong thién vi va cong bang.
> Siéng ning tham dy Thanh L& va Chau Thanh Thé
trong nhimg ngay thir nam dé cdu nguyén cho on thién
triéu, cho sy thanh thi€n, cho sy nhi€t thanh va trung
tin ciia hang gido pham, ctia hang gido si va tu si.
Chung ta cau nguyén cho nhau, xin Chiia ban on gitp strc,
dé niém tin cua chung minh dugc virng manh, nho vay, khi
dung trude nhitng song gid bio tap, va trude sy tin cong clia
nhiing thé lyc sy 4c, chung minh luén trung tin v6i Chiia, véi
Giao Hoi va khong bi mat niém tin boi vi “Hgi Thanh [nay
la ciia Chiual, cho dii quyén lyc ciia tir than ciing sé khong
thang noi.” Chiic ban va gia dinh mot mua Phuc Sinh binh
an va tran day on Chua.



%w much do you know about St. Peter? If

you are not acquainted with him or your knowledge of
him is limited, I would like to take this opportunity to
present him to you. He was a fisherman, he was hot-
tempered, ambitious and arrogant. For example when
Jesus warned Peter that he would deny Him three times,
he declared: "Even though [ should have to die with you, 1
will not deny you... Though all may have their faith in you
shaken, mine will never be.” But as soon as Jesus was
arrested, he ran away, and when questioned, he denied
knowing who Jesus was! (Mt 26:70).

However, he was the one whom Jesus favored! For
instance, when Jesus preached by the Lake of
Gennesaret, “He saw two boat there alongside the lake...
[However He chose] the one belonging to Simon." Jesus
allowed Peter to witness His Transfiguration on the
Mount...[the miracle of] raising Jairus’ daughter from
the dead. Most significantly, because of the faith Peter
confessed, Jesus designated him as the unshakable rock
of the Church and Jesus entrusted him with the authority
of the Church instituted by Him: “You are Peter, which
means Rock, and upon this rock I will build my church...l
will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven:
Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven...”

Think for a moment, it was such a venture to entrust
authority and leadership to a man like Peter, if not to say
it was too risky. He was not qualified to be a leader! Yet
Jesus chose him! And not just Peter, Jesus continues to
call weak, sinful, incompetent human beings, perhaps
even worse than Peter to all facets of Church ministry!
Thus, for more than 20 centuries, despite many ups and
downs, innumerable trials and challenges...His Church
still remains unfaltering and thriving! Isn’t it amazing?

Why is it that the Catholic Church and God's flock have
not deteriorated and become dispersed under the
governance of Peter and of those leaders who were
obstinate, scandalous, vulnerable and sinful such as John
XII, Benedict IX, Alexander VI or Theodore E.
McCarrick? To me, I believe that the Catholic Church
has not collapsed nor faltered for two reasons:

» Firstly, the Catholic Church is OF GOD. “You
are Peter, which means Rock, upon this rock, I will
build my church, and the gates of the netherworld
shall not prevail againstit” (Mt 16:18).

» Secondly, GOD ALWAYS REMAINS in the
Catholic Church. “And behold, I am with you
always, until the end of the age” (Mt 28:20).

Yes, the Catholic Church is of God, and God always
remains with the Catholic Church, so for more than
twenty centuries, and certainly far into the future,
regardless of who is the successor of the apostle Peter,
whether he is incompetent, imperfect and unfaithful, the
Church of God will always remain steadfast, the Church
will continue to thrive and will certainly endure until the
end of the world.

The Universal Church Is Of (&oa//

My dearest friends, if you believe that the Church is
instituted by God, and God remain with the Church
until the end of the age then in this age of instant
communication when you read newspapers, watch
television or observe social media insulting,
denigrating, humiliating and attacking the Church,
because of the alleged transgressions of a few
members: clergy, religious or lay, I humbly ask you
to:

» Stay calm, take it easy, do not insult or condemn
them, or lose your faith...because of such
accusations against priests, bishops or cardinals.
There is no certitude that these accusations are
true. Such an impetuous, hustling condemnation
is imprudent! Please remember this principle:
You are innocent until proven guilty.

Set aside a few minutes of silence to pray for the
victims, pray for all priests or bishops that was
being accused. Additionally, I would ask you to
pray for all reporters, journalists, informants and
those who engaged in social media...so that they
report the facts honestly and objectively.
Diligently attend Mass and Adoration of the
Eucharist every Thursday and pray for religious
vocations; particularly pray for holiness, zeal
and fidelity for all clergy and consecrated life.

Let us pray for one another that God’s blessing may
sustain us and strengthen our faith so that, when
facing the storms of life and the attack of evil forces,
we will always remain faithful to God, to our
Mother Church and that our faith will not be shaken
because “The Church [is of God], the gates of the
netherworld shall not prevail against it.” May you

and your family have a blessed and peaceful Gaster
Soason!
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