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dong Sach B¢ Nhi Luat, Mo6-sé day rang, khi két an va

X1 tir nhitng ké pham toi ngoai tinh, thi can phai c6 ba yéu t6
rit cin ban sau déy:

1. Phai c6 cac nhan chung: "Can cir vao loi cua hai nhan
chitng hay ba nhdn chirng, ma ngwoi dang chét sé bi
xik tir; nguoi dy sé khéng bi xir tir néu chi cdn cir vao
loi cua mot nhan chung. Cac nhan chung phai la
ngueoi dau tién tra tay giét né" (Pnl 17:6-7).

2. Khi bi bat pham tdi ngoai tinh thi ca d6i gian phu dam
phu déu bi tir hinh, chir khong phai chi c6 mot nguoi:
"Néu mét nguweoi dan éng bi bat gap dang nam véi mot
nguoi dan ba ¢é chong, thi cd hai sé phdi chét" (Pnl
22:22).

3. Bi c4o phai c6 co hoi dé bién ho: "Lé Ludt ciia [Mo6- -sé
khéng] cho phép két an ai, trude khi nghe nguoi ay
bién h¢ va giai thich vé nhitng viéc ma ho da lo' pham"
(Ga 7:51).

Trong vu an nguoi phy nir ngoai tinh ma ching minh nghe
trong bai Tin Mung hdom nay, ban ¢ thay ba yeu t6 nay
khong? Toi cha thay gi ca! Du chi 1a mot yéu to thdi cling
khong co! That day, ban do lai di thi sé thay!

e Ho chi céo budc thiéu phy nay bi bit qua tang pham
t0i ngoai tinh, nhung ho lai khong noi ai la nhiing
nhan ching!

e Ho nodi la ho da bat dugc qua tang chi ta dang pham toi
ngoai tinh, nhung nguoi dan 6ng pham tdi voi chi ta &
dau? Sao khong thay dua nguoi dan ong ay ra véi co
ta mot luwot?

e Ho nhao nhao t6 céo chi ta, nhung khong dé cho chi ta
giai thich gi ca. Néu chi ta chua c6 co hoi giai thich gi
ca thi khong ai c6 quyén ném da chi ta ca! Néu ném
da 1a ho vi pham tram trong 1& luat ctia Mo-sé!

Qua bai Tin Mimg hém nay, t6i thdy 1am khi t6i, va c6 thé
¢6 ca ban nita, c6 nhimg liic, rat c6 thé da hanh xir giéng y
nhu nhiing Kinh Su va Pha-ri-séu khi xua. Chung minh hay
1&€n an nguoi khac mot cach rat voi va, va thiéu suy xét! Vi
du:

e Khi thdy con trai hodc con gai clia ong A hay ba B hu
hong, nghién ngdp xi ke ma tuy, an cap an trom... ta
lién két an ong A ba B khong biét day db con cai, cho
nén con cai cua ho méi 1éu 1ong, choi boi, mdi hu than
mat nét...

o Khi théy mot linh myc bi treo chén, thi nguoi ta 1ap
ticc Ién an Pic Giam Muc dd moi tht toi, nao la
khong c6 long thuong x6t, nao 1a tru dap, hén nhat,

hén nhat, nhu nhugc, nghe 161 bon cdng san ham hai
nguoi anh em cua minh ...

e Sau khi cha Tran Ngoc Thanh bi sat hai trong khi
ngéi toa giai tdi; va sau sy kién méy tén can bd lao
1éu x6ng vao nha thy pha rdi trong khi Pt Téng
Thién dang cur hanh thanh 1é ... Cac Dang Béan Quyén
chua kip 1én tiéng, thi nguoi ta lién viét email, ding
trén Facebook, trén Instagram nhiing 10i 18 két 4n cac
Dang 1a nhimg chi chin hén nhat, khong ddam bénh
vuc cho su that, so chinh quyén cong san ...

Ban than mén, xin dimg bao gio mé miéng 1én an bat ctr ai
c4, boi vi 1am nhu vay 1a ban dang ngdi vao cai ghé tham
phan ciia Thién Chua ddy! Ngdi vao ghé xét xir ctia Chua 1a
t6i pham thanh day chir khong phai t6i thuong dau nha!

Thién Chiia la Déng tir bi va hay thiwong xot, chdm bat binh
va hét sirc khoan nhan (Tv 103:8), Ngai mong muén ching
minh noi guwong, bat chudc va hoc héi noi Ngai nhiing nhan
dtrc cua tir bi, nhan héu, kién nhin va tha thir, dé nhd vay,
khi thdy nhitng 16i lam, khiém khuyét va toi 16i cia tha
nhan, ban va t6i méi c6 thé cam thong, thuong x6t va khong
l1én an ho.

Dé ¢ thé tranh khong pham phai nhitng sai 1am cua céc
Kinh Su va Pha-ri-sé€u, ban va t6i hdy ghi nho:

1. Chi ¢6 mdt minh Thién Chua la Pang ra 18 luat va
la Bang DUY NHAT c¢6 quyén xét xtr, c6 quyén 1én
an va két an cac t6i nhan. Con chang minh, trudc
mit Chaa, chi 14 toi nhan, yéu dubi va toi 15i.

2. Khi t6i 1én an nguoi khac 1a khi d6 to6i dang rudc
hoa vao than, boi vi Chua Giésu da phan: “Anh em
dung lén an, thi sé khong bi Thién Chua lén an” (Lc
6:37).

3. Khi t6i 1én an nguoi khac, 1a khi do t6i dang vénh
vang cho rang, toi 1a ngudi tot lanh va cong chinh,
toi dang pham t6i ki€u cang va tu man. Toi nay
nguy hiém v6 cung, boi vi khi kiéu cing 1a khi do
t61 bat dau xa lia Thién Chita (He 10:12) va toi s&
bi Thién Chiia thang tay khir trir va tiéu diét (Lc
1:51).

“Anh em hay co6 long nhan tir nhuw Cha anh em trén troi la
Pdng nhan tir” (Lc 6:36). Ching ta cau nguyén cho nhau,
dé ban va t6i tranh khong bao gio 1én 4n nguoi khac, nhung
luén c6 long nhan tir, biét thuong x6t va cam thong voi
nhiing yéu dudi ctia anh chi em chung quanh chiing minh.

Cau chiic ban va gia dinh mot tuan 1& mé&i vui khoe, may
man va binh an trong tinh thuwong ciia Chtia va Me Maria.



@(n the Book of Deuteronomy, Moses teaches that,

when condemning and executing adulterers, three very
basic elements are required:

1. There must be witnesses: “On the testimony of

two or three witnesses shall a person be put to
death;, no one shall be put to death on the
testimony of only one witness. The hands of the
witnesses shall be the first raised to put the person
to death” (Dt 17:6-7).

2. When caught committing adultery, both adulterers
are sentenced to death, not just one: “If a man is
discovered lying with a woman who is married to
another, they both shall die” (Dt 22:22).

3. The defendant must be given the opportunity to be
heard: “The law of [Moses does not] condemn a
person before it first hears him and finds out what
he is doing” (Jn 7:51).

In the incident of the woman who committed adultery
that we heard in today's Gospel; do you recognize these
three elements? Nothing noticeable to me! Not even a
slightest detail. Seriously, read over it again and you
will see!

e They accused this widow of being caught in the
act of adultery, but they couldn’t say who the
witnesses were!

e They asserted that they caught her committing
adultery, but where was the man who committed
the transgression with her? Why not bring out that
man with her?

e They kept on reproaching her but did not enable
her to give an explanation. If she wasn’t given a
chance to speak for herself, then no one has the
right to stone her! If they did, they would violate
the Law of Moses!

Through today’s Gospel, I realize that countless times,
we have likely acted in the same manner as the Scribes
and Pharisees. We so often condemn others quickly,
without consideration!

¢ When we become aware that the son or daughter
of Mr. A or Mrs. B is a spoiled brat, addicted to
gambling, drugs, a thief, etc., we immediately
condemn Mr. A and Mrs. B and assume they do
not have the skills to teach their son/daughter, that
is why their children are wandering, reckless,
wasteful, or unruly...

e When we realize that a priest is being laicized, we
immediately condemn the Bishop for all kinds of
meanness: being merciless, cruel, cowardly,
submissive to the communists’ order and for
harming his own brothers...

¢ Following the murder of Father Tran Ngoc Thanh
while hearing confessions; and after the incident
of some insolent officials who broke into the
church to disrupt the Archbishop while he was
celebrating Mass...Before the Ordinaries could
even speak, people immediately sent emails,

Do Not Judge Others!

created posts on Facebook, Instagram condemning
the Ordinaries as cowardly shepherds who did not
dare to stand for the truth... fearful of the
communist government...

My dearest friends, please do not condemn, because, by
doing so, you are sitting in the judgement seat of
God! Sitting in the judgement seat of God is blasphemy,
not a venial sin!

Merciful and gracious is the LORD, slow to anger,
abounding in mercy (Ps 103:8) He wants us to imitate and
learn from Him the virtues of compassion, kindness,
patience, and forgiveness, so that, when we become aware
of the faults, shortcomings, and sins of others, we are able
to empathize, be merciful and not condemn them.

To avoid making the same mistakes of the Scribes and
Pharisees, we should keep in mind:

1. God alone is the One who makes the Law and is
the ONLY One who has the right to judge,
condemn and convict sinners. But we, before the
Lord, are only sinners.

2. When I condemn others, I am bringing disaster

upon myself, because Jesus said: “Stop
condemning and you will not be condemned” (Lk
6:37).

3. When I condemn others, that is when I am boasting
that [ am a good and righteous person. At that very
moment, [ am committing the sin of pride. This sin
is extremely grave, because the beginning of pride
is stubbornness in withdrawing the heart from
one’s Maker (Sir 10:12) and God with his arm,
disperses my arrogant mind and heart. (Lk 1:51).

“Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful” (Lk 6:36).
Let us pray for each other, so that we will not fall into
temptation to condemn others, but always be kind,
compassionate, and sympathetic to the vulnerability and
fragility of our brothers and sisters around us.

Wishing you and your family a happy, healthy and
peaceful new week in the love of God and Blessed Mother
Mary.
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