@; Am tuong thuat rang ba vi tong d0 Phé-r,

Gia-c6-bé va Gio-an dugc Chiia Gié-su chiéu c¢6 mot
cach rat dic biét. Vi dy, khi lam phép la cho con gdi ong
truong hoi duong Gia-ia song lai tir c6i chét (Mc 5:35-
37); khi bién doi hinh dang trén nti Tabor (Mc 9:2); khi
cau nguyén véi Chiia Cha trong vieon Cdy Dau, Chia
Gié-su khong dan ai di theo, ngoai trir ba 6ng: Phé-ro,
Gia-c6-bé va Gio-an.

Tai sao ba ong Phé-ro, Gia-co-bé va Gio-an duoc Chua
Gié-su tuyén chon mot cach dac biét nhw vay? Co phai
tai vi ho la nhling nguoi thong minh, tai gioi va thanh
thién khong? T6i khong nghi nhu vy boi vi Phuc Am
tuong thuét rang ca ba 6ng deu 1a nhimg nguoi rat binh
thuong, cha co gi xuat sic, néu khéng mudn néi 1a cha
ra lam sao ca! Ban khong tin thi mo sach Phuc Am ra
doc rdi thi s& thiy ngay!

e Phé-ro 1a nguodi hay hira can va hira lidu, ham
song, so chét, khi nghe Chtia Gié-su ndi Ngai phai
chiu dau khé, bi cdac ky muc, thuong té cing kinh
su logi bo, bi giét chét (Mc 8:31) thi éng lap tirc
lén tleng can: "Xin Thién Chiia thwong dirng dé
Thay gdp phdi chuyén dy!” (Mt 16:23).

e Con Gia-c6-bé va Gio-an la nhing nguoi ham
chirc tham quyén, chi mudn mgt nguoi dugc ngoi
bén hitu, mot nguoi dwoc ngoi bén ta Thay, khi
Thay dwoc vinh quang” (Mc 10:37). Con nita, ca
hai anh em tinh tinh néng nay va hung dir, cho
nén Chua Gié-su da dat tén cho la con cua thién
16i (Mc 3:17) boi ¢6 1an hai anh em 6ng nay da
xin Chtia cho phép ho khién hia tir troi xudng
thiéu huy hét dan Sa-ma-ri cho ha gian, vi ho da
ca gan tir chdi khong tiép dén Chua (Le 9:54).

Tai sao ba ong Phé-ro, Gia-co-bé va Gio-an duoc Chua
Gié-su tuyén chon mot cach dac biét nhw vay? Chi co
Chtia méi c6 cau tra 10i chinh xac va thoa dédng nhét cho
cau hoi nay. Riéng t6i, toi nghi, ba 6ng Phé-r6, Gia-co-
bé va Gio-an duoc Chua Gié-su tuyén chon mot cach
dic biét nhu vay 14 béi vi Chia YEU THUONG ho ma
thoi! That vay! Chi vi Thién Chua yéu thuong cho nén
ong Phé-ro, Gia-c6-bé va Gio-an mdi dugce tuyén chon
va duge gan Chtia mot cach ddc biét nhu vay th6i! Chir
ty ban than, cdc ong chang c6 cai gi, hay chang 1am nén
cong trang chi dé duoc Chiia dé ¥ va tuyén chon ca!

Xua ciing nhu nay, trong sudt hon hai muoi thé ky qua,

Thién Chua ciing ctr van tuyén chon ciing nhu ban cho nhiing
nguoi ma Ngai yéu thuong nhig hong an dc bigt. Ngai da
khong ngimg moi goi va tuyén chon nhitng ngudi toi 18i, tim
thuong va yeu hen lam moén dé ciia Ngai qua on goi tu tri. Tat
ca nhitng nguoi ma Chta da va dang tuyén chon déu YEU
PUOI & TOI LOI giéng y nhu cic moén dé ngay xwa. Du la
Gi4o Hoang, Giam Muyc, Linh Muc, Pho Té.. thi tat ca ciing
déu 13 nhimg con ngudi mong gidn, tai hén, sitc mon, van con
day trong nguoi nhitng tham, san, si! Ho ching c6 gi goi la
xung dang voi nhiimg chiic vu cao ca ma Chua trao pho ca!
Ban than mén, néu ban dong ¥ véi toi rang, tat ca nhimg nguoi
duoc Chua tuyén chon mot cach dac biét, nhu Puc Giao
Hoang, cac Giam Muc, cac Linh Muyc, va cac thﬁy Pho
Té...khong phai tai vi ho thanh thién, thong minh, tai gioi hay
dao duc...hon nguoi, nhung chi vi Chiia yéu thuong ho ma
thoi, thi xin ban 1am on gitip cho hang giao phdm va hang gido
si hai vi€c sau day:

e Thir nhat, xin hdy tham dw cic Gio Chau Thanh Thé va
thanh 1€ vao ngdy thir Nam hdng tuan, dé cau nguyén
cho Puc Giao Hoang, cho cdc giam muc, cho cac linh
muc, va cho cdc phé té. Xin cho chiing t6i nhén ra théan
phdn yéu dudi va mong gion ciia chung 10l biét song
khiém nhwong, siéng nang gan bé véi Bi Tich Thdnh
Thé, nang di xung 1o, biét cdy dwa vao on Chiia gilp,
siéng nang Lan Chudi Mdn Coi...nho vdy, ching toi sé
nén giong Chiia Gié-su, c6 long nhdan hdu, nhiét thanh,
tan tuy ciing nhw can dam trong cong viéc rao giang, va
cham soc cho doan chién cua Chua.

® Thir hai, xin ban diung nan chi, chan nan, tuyét vong hay
mat niém tin khi nghe TV, bdo chi, internet dwa tin hong
v McCarrick, giam muc Thomas Dupre, linh muc
Pius...bi 16 cdo tdi bao che, pham tgi Gu dam, bi
tu... Xin hay di theo Chua chir dirng di theo gidao hoang,
giam muc, linh muc hay phé té...bi vi ho chi la nhitng
con ngu"az day yéu dudi, ti 16i va bdt toan.

Chung ta cau nguyén cho nhau, xin cho chiing minh luén dit
tron niém tin vao mot minh Chua Gié-su, ludn kién viing va
trung thanh voi Me Hoi Thanh, boi vi Chiia Gié-su da hua
Ngadi sé ¢ ciing véi Hoi Thanh moi ngay cho dén tan thé (Mt
28:20), dé bao vé, che chd va gin giit Hoi Thanh, boi vi Hoi
Thanh [nay la cia Chia], va quyén luc tir than sé khéng
thang néi (Mt 16:18). Cau chuc ban mot mua Chay thanh binh
an, thanh thién va luén tran diy on Chua! Xin ban ciing cu
nguyén thém cho hoa binh trén thé gidi, nhat 1a cho cudc
chién tranh phi 1y tai Ukraine mau cham dut. Xin cim on ban
va xin Chua chuc lanh.



¢ 2&6 Gospel recounts that the three apostles Peter, James

and John were especially close to Jesus. Scripture tells us
this, in the raising of Jairus’ daughter (Mk 5:35-37), at the
Transfiguration on Mount Tabor (Mk 9:2); when He felt
overwhelming sadness/anguish and prayed to His Father in
the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus did not take anyone to
accompany Him, except Peter, James and John.

Why did Jesus favor Peter, James and John in such a special
way? Was it because they were clever, gifted and holy
people? I suppose not, because the Gospel narrates that all
three were average, uneducated, ordinary men who made
their living by fishing! If you have any doubt, just open the
Bible and read it!

e Peter is a man who often made hasty judgements,
promises and oaths, and when he heard Jesus say that
the Son of Man must suffer greatly and be rejected by
the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be
killed, (Mk 8:31) Peter took Him aside and rebuked
him: "God forbid, Lord! No such thing shall ever
happen to you!” (Mt 16:23).

e James and John were the ones that hungered for power
and were ambitious, requesting that they be given the
privilege to “sit one at your right and the other at your
left, when Jesus is in glory” (Mk 10:37). Moreover,
both brothers were headstrong, impetuous, intolerant
and authoritarian, and for that reason Jesus named
them Sons of Thunder (Mk 3:17). These two brothers
asked Jesus to grant them permission to call down fire
from heaven to consume the Samaritans, to set loose
their resentment, because the Samaritans had the
audacity to reject Jesus from their midst (Lk 9:54).

Why did Jesus favor Peter, James and John in such a special
way? Only God has the true answer to this question as to
why these three men were chosen by Christ to be His special
friends. Personally, I think that Peter, James and John were
especially chosen by Jesus just simply because He LOVED
them! Honestly! Just because God loved them, Peter, James
and John were chosen to remain close to Him! By
themselves, they had nothing; they were not entitled to that
attention by God nor to be chosen by Him!

For the past twenty centuries and even today, God continues
to choose to impart special graces upon those whom He
loves. He continues to call and choose sinners, ordinary
men/women, weak/fragile people as His disciples, through
religious vocations. All the people whom God has chosen
and is choosing are WEAK and SINFUL just like the
disciples in the past. Even Popes, Bishops, Priests,
Deacons...all of them are inept and feeble; they are still full
of sinful inclinations! Of themselves, they are not worthy of
the noble titles God entrusted to them!

My dear friends, if you agree with me that all people who
are especially chosen by God to serve Him, such as Popes,
Bishops, Priests and Deacons...are not chosen because they
are more holy, clever, intelligent or pious...than others,
but...only because God loves them, then I plead with you to

Just Because

He Loves Thom!

support the religious men and women and clergy by
doing the following two things:

e First, please attend Eucharistic Adoration and

Mass on every Thursday, to pray especially for the
Holy Father, Bishops, Priests, and Deacons and
those in the Consecrated Life. Let us recognize our
own fragility and imperfections so that we can be
humble and draw closer to the Sacrament of the
Eucharist, make an earnest effort to go to
confession, rely on God'’s help, diligently recite the
Rosary. And in doing these things, we will become
like Jesus, with a kind and compassionate heart, we
will be dedicated to God’s will, and have the
courage to preach the truth, and care for the flock
of the Lord.
Secondly, please do not be discouraged,
disheartened, or lose faith when watching TV,
reading the newspaper and internet reports about
the former Cardinal Mc Carrick, Bishop Thomas
Dupre, Father Pius..who were accused of
covering up some priest's actions, or priests who
were pedophiles and now are imprisoned... I invite
you instead to fix your gaze on Jesus and follow
Jesus alone, do not allow the sins of Church
leaders to discourage you. Please pray for them,
because they are just ordinary people full of
weaknesses, sins and imperfections, just like you
and me.

Let us pray for one another, so that we may always put
our faith in Jesus alone, always remain steadfast and
faithful to the Mother Church, because Jesus has
promised / am with you always, until the end of the age
(Mt 28:20), to protect, shelter and preserve the Church,
because this Church [is of God] and the gates of the
netherworld shall not prevail against it. (Mt 16:18)
Wishing you a holy Season of Lent filled with God’s
peace and always full of grace! Also, please pray for
peace in the world, especially for a quick end to the
senseless war in Ukraine. Thank you and may God bless
you.
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