%i con la mdt nguoi no 1€, triet gia Aesop dugc chu

sai di mua mot thirc in ngon nhat. Ong mua toan ludi heo
dem vé lam thirc an. Nguoi chu thiy la hoi. Ong dap:
“Ludi la chia khod tdt ca nhitng 1y 1€ sw thdt, nho né ma
con nguoi co dwoc dia vi cao sang, dwoc nguoi khac kinh
trong.” Lan khac, nguoi chi sai 6ng di mua thic an do
nhit. Ong cling mua toan 14 ludi heo. Ong chu ngac nhién
hoi. Ong giai thich: “Ludi la cdi quy gid nhung né con la
vii khi rat la loi hai khi con ngwoi ding né dé hai nguoi
khdc, dé bénh vuee cho diéu dc.”

Ban than mén, cai ludi vira c6 loi nhung ciing c6 hai cho
con ngudi. Nghe 101 néi cia ta thot ra khoi miéng, nguoi ta
biét ngay ta la nguoi tot hay 1a nguoi xau. Duya trén nhiing
cdu no6i, nhitng 10i phat biéu cua ta, ngudi xung quanh sé
biét ta 12 nguoi hién lanh, don so chat phac hay 1a nguoi dit
ton, muu meo va nham hiém. Cho du ta c¢6 khon khéo, co
déo miéng, va cd ¥ che dau tai tinh may di ching nita, thi
khi m¢ miéng néi chuyén, ta ciing khong thé nao che dau
dugc con nguoi that cua ta, boi vi sach Huin Ca di noi:
“Sang roi, trau & lai sang, néi ra, cai do ro rang thay ngay.
C6 thir lira méi biét binh tho gom, nghe chuyén tro, biét ai
rom ai hay. Xem qua thi biét vieon cdy, nghe 161 miéng néi
biét ngay long ngu’o*z ’ (27:4-6). Chua Gié-su ciing khang
dinh rang “Khong co cay nao tot ma lai sinh qua sau, ciing
chang ¢6 cdy nao sau ma lai sinh qud tot...Nguoi tot thi lay
ra cdi tot tir kho tang tot cia long minh; ké xdu thi ldy ra
cdi xdu tir kho tang xdu. Vi long cé day, miéng mdi néi ra”
(Lc 6:43-45). That vay, xem qua, tirc la nghe 101 ndi cua
mot nguoi thot ra, thi chiing ta biét cay nhan duc ciia nguoi
ay thudc loai nao ngay!

e Nguoi co day long khoan dung, do lugng, thi s& ndi
1én nhitng 161 nha nhan, t& té, thanh tao, lich su, va dé
nghe vi c6 dugm mui vi cia cam thong, tha thir, dong
vién va khich 1¢€.

e Nguoi co long khiém tén, biét minh chi la day t6 vo
duyén bat tai, chi lam vi bon phdn ma théi (Lc
17:10), thi 15 néi clia nguoi 4y sé& dem lai cho nhing
ngudi xung quanh su binh an, sy thoai mai dé chiu va
su hanh phtic.

e Nguodi giau 1ong nhan tur thi 1ong nhan trr cua ngudi
ay s& dugc thé hién qua khuon mit phiic hau, qua
nhitng nu cudi tuoi, va nhitng 101 ndi ctia nguoi 4y sé
dem lai cho nguoi nghe su lac quan, cam kich va
phan chén,

Ban thin mén, dé nhiing cdy an trai trong vuon ciy dugc
tuoi tot, sinh ra nhiing hoa trai tot lanh va thom ngon,
ngudi ta phai tudi nudc, phai co nhicu anh sang va phai co
phan bon. Thiéu mot trong ba yéu té nay, thi chung khong
thé san sinh ra duoc nhiing trai thom, trai ngon va trai ngot
duoc.

Tuong tu nhu vy, dé cdy dic tin cua ching minh c6 thé
san sinh ra dugc nhing hoa qua tot twoi va thom ngon
mang tén bdc di, hoan lac, binh an, nhan nhuc, nhan hdu,
ter tam, trung tin, hién hoad, va tiét do (Gal 5:22-23), thi ban
va t6i can phai c6 nudc, dnh sang va nhitng chat dinh
dudng. Lam thé nao dé ta c6 duoc nudc, anh sang va
nhimg chat dinh dudng? Xin thwa, dén tham du Thénh L&,
ban va t6i s& nhan dugc tit ca ba yéu td do!

e “T6i dd thday Nuéc tir bén phai Pén Tho chdy ra...”
Ban tho chinh 14 ngudn nue truong sinh. Dén tham
dy Thanh L& nhiéu bao nhiéu, thi cdy duc tin cua
ching minh lai cang hap thu dugc nhidu nudc bay
nhiéu, boi Chua Gié-su da hira: "Ai khat, hdy dén véi
16i, ai tin vao téi, hdy dén ma uong!...Tir long [Ta] sé
tuén chay nhitng dong mede hang song” (Ga 7:38).

e Dén véi Thanh Lé, qua viéc ling nghe Loi Chua, cay
durc tin ctia ban va cua t6i s& hap thy duge Anh Sang
cua Puc Kito. “Loi Chua la ngon den soi cho con
bude, la Anh Sdng chi dwong cho con di” (TV
119:105). Anh sang cua Loi Chia s& lam cho ciy
duc tin cia ta dwoc 16n 1én va phat trién khong
ngung.

e "Chinh téi la banh trieong sinh. Ai dén voi t6i, khong
hé phai déi; ai tin vao téi, chang khat bao gio” (Ga
6:35). Trong Thanh L&, ching ta dwgc Minh Mau
Thanh Chua, la cta an trudong sinh nudi dudng chiing
ta. Khi Rudc Lé, cay dirc tin ctia ching minh dugc
hap thu tit c nhimg chat dinh dudng t6t nhat.

Xin Chiia qua 10i chuyén cau cia Me Maria, ban cho chiing
ta on khon ngoan, dé chung ta biét suy nghi chin chan trudc
khi néi, va khi m¢ miéng noéi, ching ta luén néi nhitng 161
t6t dep, lich sw, nhi nhin, tir té, bac ai dé nguoi nghe ta néi
s& cam thay sy binh an, hoan lac, vui tuoi va hanh phuc. Va
xin ban dung quén gan giii va gan b6 véi Chia Gié-su la
ngudn gdc clia moi sy khon ngoan qua viée tham dy thanh
1. C6 Chua & trong ta, chéc chin ban va tdi s& néi ra dugc
nhiing 161 chan chtra yéu thuong, bac ai va khiém tén. Cau
chuc ban va gia dinh mot tuan 1& méi manh khoe, vui vé va
binh an trong ban tay yéu thuong cua Chua.



( y, L s a slave, the philosopher Aesop was ordered by his master to go to town and purchase the best food. He went to the

butcher’s shop and bought pigs’ tongues and prepared them for dinner. The master found it strange, so he questioned Aesop,
who responded: “The tongue is the key to a sound argument. For this reason, some people are able to acquire high status in
society, others are able to attain respect from others.” On the next day, the master ordered him to go to town and purchase the
worst food. He went to the butcher’s shop and again he purchased pigs’ tongues. Surprised by this, the master asked him why
he had bought these again. Aesop explained: “The tongue is a precious thing, but it is also a very powerful weapon when
people use it to destroy others or defend evildoers.”

My dear friends, the tongue is both beneficial and detrimental to humans. When a person hears the words that come out of our
mouths, they know right away whether we are good or bad people. Based on the phrases that we use or the statements that we
express, those around us will figure out what type of person we are, whether we are gentle, simple, meek or fierce, cunning or
ferocious. Even if we are gifted with fine words, and no matter how hard we try to withhold our deficiencies, when we begin to
speak we cannot suppress our true self, for thus the Book of Sirach described: “When a sieve is shaken, the husks appear; so do
people’s faults when they speak. The furnace tests the potter’s vessels; the test of a person is in conversation. The fruit of a tree
shows the care it has had; so speech discloses the bent of a person’s heart.” (27:4-6). Jesus also affirmed that: “4 good tree
does not bear rotten fruit, nor does a rotten tree bear good fruit...A good person out of the store of goodness in his heart
produces good, but an evil person out of a store of evil produces evil; for from the fullness of the heart the mouth speaks” (Lk
6:43-45). Indeed, by the fruit, that is the words that a person speaks, we will recognize the types of virtues that person has or
does not have.

e People who are full of compassion and sympathy will put into practice the language of kindness, gentleness,
graciousness, consideration and respect, and will be filled with words of mercy, forgiveness and reinforcement toward
others.

e People who are meek and humble are mindful that “they are unprofitable servants, they have done what they were
obliged to do” (Lk 17:10), and their words will bring peace, reassurance and happiness to those around them.

e People who are rich in mercy will express their kindness with an angelic face and a joyful smile, and their words will
convey to the listeners a sense of hopefulness, understanding and enthusiasm.

My dear friends, in order for the tree to blossom in the garden and
produce good, luscious fruit, people need to water it, give it light
and fertilize it. Lacking one of these three fundamentals, they
cannot produce good, delicious and sweet fruits.

Likewise, in order for our faith tree to yield fresh and delicious
fruits such as love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control (Gal 5:22-23), both you
and I need to have water, light and nourishment. How do we get
this water, light and nourishment? The answer is simple: attend
Mass, where we will receive all these three fundamentals!

o ‘I saw water flowing from the right side of the Temple
... The Altar is the source of the living water. When we
come to attend Mass, our faith tree will absorb abundant
water, because Jesus has promised: " Let anyone who
thirsts come to me and drink!... Rivers of living water will
flow from within [Me]” (Jn 7:38).

e Those who come to Mass, by means of listening to the
Word of God, will have their faith tree bathed in the
Light of Christ. “Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light
for my path” (Ps 119:105). The Light of the Word of
God will generate our faith tree to grow and produce
abundant fruit.

o “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me will never
hunger, and whoever believes in me will never thirst” (Jn
6:35). During the Mass, we receive the Body and Blood
of Christ, which is the food that nourishes us for eternal
life. When we receive Communion, our faith trees are
enriched with all the best nutrients to nourish the body.




