@ oc Bai Tin Mung cua Chua Nhat hom nay, toi

thdy c6 hai chi tiét rit dac biét. Chi tiét thir nhat, dan
chiing chen ldn nhau dén gan Nguoi dé nghe 161 Thién
Chita (Ic 5:1). Chi tiét thir hai, 13 Si-m6n da vang 10i
Chua Gié-su mét cach tuyét ddi: Thua Thay, ching t6i
dd vat va suot dém ma khong bdt dwoc gi cd. Nhung
vang 161 Thay, t6i sé tha lu6i” (Le 5:5).

Tai sao dan ching lai hao hirc dén dé nghe 15i giang
day cua Chiia Gié-su, va tai sao 6ng Si-mon, mot ngu
phu chuyén nghi¢p lai vang 161 Chua Gié-su, nguoi thg
moc lang Nazareth nhu vay? To6i nghi la boi vi dam
dong dan ching va chinh 6ng Si-moén da cam nghiém
rang;
e Loi cia Chua 1a 151 chita lanh: “T6i truyén cho
anh: Hay ditng ddy, vdc ldy giwong cia anh ma di
vé nha!” (Lc 5:24)
e Loi cua Chia 1a 161 tha thir, 13 161 dem lai niém vui
va an binh: “T6i khong lén an chi dau! Thoi chi
cir vé di, va tir nay dieng pham tgi nita!” (Ga 8:11)
e Loi cia Chua 1a 161 c6 uy quyén trén thé Iyc cia
ma quy: “Cdam di, hay xudt khéi ngieoi nay! " Quy
vdt nguoi dy ngd xuong giita hoi dwong, roi xudt
khoi anh ta” (Lc 4:35).
e Lo1 cua Chta la Loi dem lai suw séng doi doi (Ga
6:68).
Loi ciia Chua Gié-su Kitdé hom qua cling nhu hom nay,
van mang lai cho nhan loai biét bao nhiéu 1a phuc 1oc,
Ngai da va dang khong ngung phan day chung ta qua
nhitng vi dai dién cia Ngai ¢ trén tran gian nay, boi
chinh Ngai di phan véi cac Tong Do: "4i nghe anh em
la nghe Thay; va ai khiede tir anh em la khwée tie Thay."
(Lc 10:16)
Ban than mén, néu ban tin réng Loi Chua c6 mot strc
manh vo6 bién, c6 kha nang chira lanh, tha thi, ban binh
an, gilp ta thoat khoi nhiing thé lyc cia ma quy, va
nhit 12 ban cho ta sy séng doi doi, thi chung minh hiy
¢b ging doc, hoc hoi, suy niém va la‘ing nghe Loi Chua
qua nhitng vi dai dién cia Chua trén tran gian, nhit 1a
khi cac ngai day dd va khuyén bao ching ta vé mit tin
Iy va vé mat luan ly. Vi du:

e Con cai phai hiéu thio vdi cha me, chim séc va phung
dudng khi cac ngai dau yéu, va nhitng lac bénh tat.

e Tranh xa nhitng cam db cua xi ke, ma tuy, clia c& bac
ruou che, cia phim anh x4u xa trén internet. ..

o Khong dugc quan h¢, hay an ¢ véi nhau trude khi lam
dam cudi, khong duoc ly di...

o Khong dugc thyc hién hay ing ho cho nhiing viéc nhu
ngura thai, pha thai, trg tir...Trai lai moi nguoi phai ton
trong va nd luc bao vé su séng, du do chi la mot phoi
thai hay 1a mot than x4c gia yéu bénh tat, dang nam hap
héi trén giwong bénh, boi vi chi cé Thien Chua la chu
sw song [va] quyén dwoc song la quyén bdt kha xdam
pham cua moi nguoi vo toi. (GLGHCG # 2258 &
2270).

e Phai dbi xtr cong bang va bac ai ddi voi tat ca moi
ngudi, khong duge ky thi hay xem thudng bat cir ai boi
vi lam nhw vay la trai voi y dinh cua Thién Chua"
(GLGHCG # 1935).

e Phai co trach nhiém, phai c6 tinh than lién d6i, va phai
quan tim dén nhitng nguoi nghéo kho, dén nhimg nguoi
dang 1am vao nhiing canh kho6 khan, hoan nan...7inh
lién ddi la mét dire tinh néi bdt cia Ki-t6 giao. Tinh lién
doi thiic bach ching ta chia sé cia cdi vt chat va hon
nita, cd cua cdi tinh than (GLGHCG # 1948).

Loi Chua la ngon dén soi cho con budc, la anh sang chi
dwong con di” (Tv 119:105), khi vang nghe Loi Chtua phan
day qua Me Giao Hoi, qua nhitng nguoi dai dién cua Chua ¢
tran gian nay, 1a khi d6 chung minh s& di trong 4nh sang ciia
vui mung, cua hoan lac va binh an. Con néu chung minh bét
tuan, buong binh, hay t€ hon nita, con chéng bang va bat
tuan nhirng 101 ran day ctia 6ng ba, cha me, cua Gido Hoi &
ctia cac dang Ban Quyén, thi khi d6 ban & t6i dang budc di
trong bong toi ctia lo au & s hii. Ma ai bude di trong bong
dém & t6i tam thi chic chin s& bi vip ngi, s& bi roi vao
nhing hd diét vong do ma quy bay ra.

Chung ta cau nguyén cho nhau, dé véi on Chiia gitp, ching
minh s& mdi ngay yéu mén Loi Chua, nho vy, chung minh
s& dé dang vang 15i va tuan phuc nhiing vi dai dién ctia Chuia
& tran gian nay hon. Trong nim mdi nay, xin Chua chuc
lanh, gin gitt, va bao v¢ ban cung nhiing nguoi than yéu cua
ban khoi nhitng nguy hiém ciia dich bénh.



WZI read the Gospel of this Sunday, I became aware of these

two significant aspects. First, the crowd was pressing in on Jesus and
listening to the word of God (Lk 5:1). Second, Simon’s obedience to
Jesus is remarkable. “Master, we have worked hard all night and have
caught nothing, but at your command I will lower the nets” (Lk 5.5).

Why did the crowd so enthusiastically come to listen to Jesus’
teachings, and why did Simon, a professional fisherman, obey Jesus,
the carpenter from Nazareth? In my reflection, I came to see that it was
because the crowd and Simon had experienced that:

e The Word of God is healing: “I say to you, rise, pick up your
stretcher, and go home!” (Lk 5:24)

e The Word of God is forgiveness, a word that brings joy and peace:
“Neither do I condemn you! Go, [and] from now on do not sin any
more!” (Jn 8:11)

e The Word of God is powerful enough to overcome the devil: “Be
quiet! Come out of him!” Then the demon threw the man down in

front of them and came out of him” (Lk 4:35).

e The Word of God, Jesus, has “the Words of eternal life” (Jn 6:68).

The Word of God in Jesus Christ yesterday and today brings to
mankind abundant blessings. He has continued to teach us through His
representatives on this earth, because He himself said to the Apostles: ”

Whoever listens to you listens to me. Whoever rejects you rejects me."
(Lk 10:16)

My dear friends, if you believe that the Word of God has the power to
heal, to forgive, to bestow peace, to liberate us from the forces of evil,
and most importantly, to give us eternal life, then you need to strive
your best to read, learn, meditate and listen to the Word of God through
God's representatives here on earth, especially when they teach and
instruct us in terms of doctrine and morality. For instance:

e Children must be obedient to their parents, caring for and
supporting them when they are sick and during the times of
infirmity due to old age.

e We should stay away from the temptations of drugs, alcohol,
gambling, and immoral programs on television or the internet...

e Couples should not cohabitate, living together in a sexual
relationship before marriage. Married couples should not divorce...

e We should not implement or support such evils as contraception,
abortion, or euthanasia...On the contrary, we must respect and
make every effort to protect life, whether it is just an embryo or an
elderly, disabled, terminally ill person, because God alone is the
Lord of life [and] a human being must be recognized as having the
rights of a person — among which is the inviolable right of every
innocent being to life. (Catechism of the Catholic Church # 2258 &
2270)

e We must treat all people justly and compassionately; we should not
discriminate or despise anyone because ‘it is incompatible with
God'’s design" (Catechism of the Catholic Church # 1935).

e We need to be conscientious, we need to have a spirit of solidarity,
and we must be concerned for the poor, pay attention to those who
are struggling and undergoing tragic situations...Solidarity is an
eminently Christian virtue. It practices the sharing of spiritual
goods even more than material ones. (Catechism of the Catholic
Church # 1948).

“The Word of God is a lamp for my feet, a
light for my path” (Ps 119:105), when we
listen to the Word of God spoken through
the Mother Church, through the
representatives of the Lord in this world,
that is when we walk in the light of joy,
gladness and peace. However, if we are
disobedient, stubborn, or worse yet, we
resist and rebel against the teachings of our
grandparents, parents, Mother Church and
the Ambassadors, that is when we are
walking in the darkness of anxiety and fear.
Whoever walks in the shadow of night and
darkness, they will stumble and fall into the
downfall of evil.

Let us pray for one another, so that with
God’s grace, we will be able to love the
Word of God. Thus, we will be more
obedient and submissive to the earthly
representatives of God in this world. In this
new year, may God bless you, watch over
you, and protect you and your loved ones
from all harm, especially the dangers of the
pandemic.
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