Hanh Trang Trén Hanh Trinh Tim Chuaa:

@SZ Lon Sof

@Qc bai Phiic Am ctua Chiia Nhat L& Hién Linh

xong, t6i ¢l thic mic 14 tai sao nhitng nha chiém tinh,
nhiig khoa hoc gia, nhiing nha thién van hoc nguoi Do
Thai & gan ngay Bethlehem lai khong kham phé ra su
xuét hién cua ngoi sao la, ma chi c6 ba nha chiém tinh
& tan bén Phuong Dong thay ma thoi?

C6 phai nhitng nha chiém tinh & Phuong Pong thong
minh, nhay bén va tinh mét hon nhiing chiém tinh gia
va nhiing nha thién van hoc ngudi Do Thai chang? Toi
khong nghi nhu vay!

Thé nhung sau khi doc qua doan Kinh Thanh cta thanh
Matthew ké vé cudc hanh trinh cua ba nha chiém tinh
t6i Bethlehem thi toi méi kham pha ra mot 1y do khién
Thién Chua chi to minh ra cho ba nha chiém tinh ngoai
gido tan bén phuong Pong: Do 1a sy DPON SO cua cac
ngai. Thanh sir Mét-théu chi ra ba diém don so clia cic
ngai!

e Khi thay anh sao chi duong bién mat, thi ho da di
vao hoang cung dé hoi vua Hé-ro-dé dang tri vi
rang: “Pitc Vua din Do-thai méi sinh, hién ¢
dau?” (Mt 2:2). Hoi nhu vay thi c6 khac nao noéi
v6i Hé-ro-dé rang Hai Nhi kia méi 1a vua dich thuc
cta dan Do Thai, con 6ng la vua...gid mao!

e Khi nghe vua Hé-r6-dé dan do “Xin quy ngai di do
hoi twong tdn vé Hai Nhi, va khi da tim thdy, xin
bdo lai cho téi, dé t6i ciing dén bdi lay Nguweoi" (Mt
2:8), thi ba vi chiém tinh gia lap tuc tin vao loi ctia
nha vua. Néu thién thin khong bdo mong rang “fim
161 khdc ma vé xir ciia minh” (Mt 2:12) thi ba ong
chiém tinh nay chic chin s& quay vé bao cho nha
vua biét noi Hai Nhi Gié-su dang ¢.Chua hét, khi
ho dén gap Hai Nhi nam trong méng co, ho khong
thic méc, ciing chang dat van dé tai sao vua dan Do
Thai lai & mdt noi lanh 1€o va nghéo hén nhu vay?
Nhu’ng da “sap minh tho lay Nguoi... mo bdo trap,
ldy vang, nhii hwong va méc dwoc ma ddng tién
[Hai Nhi]” (Mt 2:11).

Ban than mén, 13 rang 1a Thién Chua da t6 minh ra cho
ba nha chiém tinh, 13 vi ho 1a nhiing ngudi rat don so.
Chinh Chiia Gié-su ciing da khang dinh, chi nhiing ai
¢ thm long don so, hién hau va khiém ha thi méi dugc
Ngai mac khai cho biét nhing mau nhiém nudc Troi
ma thoéi! “Lay Cha la Chiia Té troi dat, con xin ngoi
khen Cha, vi Cha da gidu kin khéng cho bdc khon

ngoan théng thdi biét nhitng diéu nay, nhung lai mdc khai
cho nhitng ngweoi bé mon” (Le 10:21). Khi ban va t6i song
don so, thanh tam va trung tin trong viéc di tim Chua thi
chic chéan Ngai s€ to minh ra cho t6i va ban théy ro su hién
dién ctia Ngai trong timg bién cb vui budn cia cude doi.

Thé nhung, thi that voi ban, séng mot doi sdng don so giira
mot thé giéi day day nhimng phic tap va dao dién nay thi
khong phai 1a chuyén dé dang! Nguoi ta s& cudi nhao, ché
bai chung minh la kho khao, khinh thuong va nhin ching
minh bang nhitng 4nh mat khong may than thién. Thé nhung
xin ban dimg quén, nhitng ngudi sdng don so va khiém nhu
1a nhimg nguoi hanh phic, ho s& gip nhiéu sy lanh lam.
That day! Nguoi co tim hon don so thi...

o It co ké thi. Ban cir nghi ma xem, ai ma lai chdp nhdt
may ngueoi song don so va bi coi la kho kho: chir?

e Song trong an vui va hanh phiic boi vi nguwoi cé tam hon
don so khong phai mét oc lo cho nhiing chuyén tra thu,
tra dila va chang dé bung gidn doi ai cd, hé nam xuong
la...ngu.

» Dugc Thién Chua yéu thuong va ban cho kha nang nhan
ra sy hi¢n dién cua Ngai trong nhiing bién c6 vui buon,
trong nhiing thang tram kho di va ca trong nhitng bién
d6i dau thwong ciia cudc song.

Xin hay cb gang song that don so, cang don so bao nhiéu thi
cang tot bay nhiéu:

e Dumg thém dimg bot, ding bia dat thém mdm thém
muoi, dimg cho thién ha an banh vé véi thit lira nhung
“hé c6 thi phdi néi c6, khéng thi phdi néi khéng” (Mt
5:37).

o Dung khoe khoang, diung vénh vao trong nhitng lic
thanh cong, khi dwoc nguoi khac khen ngoi, tan tung...
nhung hay thwa voi Chua mot cach that don so: “Lay
Chiia, con chi la day t6 vé duyén, chi lam viéc bén phdn
cua con ma thoi!” (Lc 17:10).

o Khi pham 16i, khi lam sai, xin hdy chan thanh noi: “XIN
LOL” Khi pham t6i, hdy chay ngay dén véi Chiia qua bi
tich Giai Téi va thwa véi Ngai: "Thuwa cha, con thdt déic
t0i voi Troi va voi cha” (Lc 15:18).

Céu chic ban thanh cong trong viéc tap luyén sdng mot doi
song don so. Néu chung minh cdy trong vao on Chia va cb
gang luyén tap thi chac chin sy don so s& & voi chiing minh
b6i vi con nguwoi do Thién Chiia lam nén, vén rit don so va
ngay thang (GV 7:29). Xin Chua chuc lanh va ban cho ban
niém vui, sy hanh phiic trong tuan 1& méi nay.



Vv
s I finished reading the Gospel for Epiphany

Sunday, I kept pondering why the astrologers,
scientists, prominent Jewish astronomers that lived
close to Bethlehem did not discover the appearance of
the peculiar star, but only three astrologers from the
East saw the star? Could it possibly be because the
astrologers in the East are more intelligent, sharp-
witted and observant than the astrologers and
astronomers of the Jews? I don’t believe so!

However, after reading the scripture of St. Matthew
that recounts the journey of the three astrologers to
Bethlehem, I realized a reason why God only showed
Himself to the three pagan astrologers from the East: it
is because of their SIMPLICITY. St. Matthew
indicates their three simple ways as follows:

e As the wise men drew near to the city of
Jerusalem, the star disappeared. Then they went to
the palace and asked King Herod: “Where is the
newborn king of the Jews?” (Mt 2:2). With such a
question, they are indirectly telling King Herod
that the Newborn is the true king of the Jews, and
King Herod is...only a replica!

e When listening to King Herod’s advice, “go and
search diligently for the child. When you have
found him, bring me word, that I too may go and
do him homage" (Mt 2:8), the wise men
immediately believed in the King’s word. If the
angel had not warned them in a dream not to
return to Herod [ “departed for their country by
another way” (Mt 2:12)] most likely, the wise
men would return to tell the king where the Infant
Jesus was.

e And yet, when they came to see the Child lying in
a manger they did not question, nor did they
interrogate why the king of the Jews was born in
such a cold and poor place. They “prostrated
themselves and did him homage...Then they
opened their treasures and offered him gifts of
gold, frankincense, and myrrh” (Mt 2:11).

My dear friends, it is clear that God revealed Himself
to the three astrologers, because they are relatively
simple people. Jesus Himself affirmed that He would
reveal Himself and the mystery of God’s Kingdom
only to those who are meek, gentle and humble of
heart! “/ give you praise, Father, Lord of heaven and
earth, for although you have hidden these things from
the wise and the learned you have revealed them to
the childlike” (Lk 10:21). When you and I live simply,
and are sincere and faithful in searching for God, He
will surely and clearly show us His presence in every
circumstance of our lives.

But truthfully, living a simple life in the midst of this
world full of complexities and unruliness is not an
easy thing! People will laugh at us and criticize us for
being ignorant. They will look at us with contempt,
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and with unfriendly eyes. But please do not forget, those who
live simply and humbly are happy people; they will be
blessed with many good things. Trust me! People with
simple hearts will have...

o Few enemies. Think about it, who would challenge those
who live simply and guilelessly?

o Contentment and happiness, because people with simple
hearts are not troubled with thoughts of retaliation,
vengeance or grudges against anyone. Once they lie
down, they fall asleep.

o Knowledge of the Love of God and the ability to
recognize His presence in all circumstances, in the ups
and downs in life and in the traumatic changes of life.

Please try to live a life of simplicity. The simpler, the better:

e Do not add or omit to your speech. Do not make up a
Story or try to stir up things that are untrue. Do not feed
people with untrue stories but “let your ‘Yes’ mean
Yes,” and your ‘No’ mean ‘No’ (Mt 5:37).

Do not brag, do not be boastful in times of success, or
when people compliment and praise you..when you
have done all you have been commanded just simply tell
God: “We are unprofitable servants, we have done what
we were obliged to do!"(Lk 17:10).

When making mistakes, when you have done wrong,
please sincerely say “I AM SORRY.” When you sin,
quickly run to God through the Sacrament of
Reconciliation and tell Him: “Father, I have sinned
against heaven and against you” (Lk 15:18).

I wish you much success in observing/practicing living a
simple life. If we depend on God's grace and try to practice,
then simplicity will be with us because God made
humankind honest, but they have pursued many designs.
(Eccles 7:29). May God bless you and grant you joy and
happiness in this coming week.

Lm Paminh Pham Tinh, SDD
www.chatinh.org
www.nhachua.org




