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heo Vién Twong Dan So6 Toan Cau cua Lién Hiép

Quéc (The United Nations World Population Prospects),
cho hay, tai Hoa Ky mdi ngiy c6 khoang 7,452 ngudi chét,
c6 nghia 1a cir moi 12 gidy qua di thi c6 mot nguoi tir gid coi
doi nay. (Con s6 7,452 khéng ké nhitng nguoi chét vi
Covid, va ciing chiea ké cdc thai nhi bi giét mét cdach oan irc
& nhitng noi chuyén phd thai). Nguoi ta chét vi nhiéu 1y do
khéc nhau:

e Vidich bénh Covid, vi gia yéu bénh tat, vi tai nan lao
dong, vi tai ngn xe cg, vi tw tir hay bi giét hai, vi chién
tranh khiing bé...

Nhitng nguoi chét thugc dii moi tin nguong, thujc moi
lita tudi, cé tré so sinh, c6 thanh nién, ¢é thiéu nir, c6
trung nién, co cao nién...

Nhitng nguwoi chét gom dit moi thanh phan, thuéc moi
giai cdp, moi mau da ¢ trong xd hoi: giau sang &
nghéo kho, xinh dep & xdu xi: sang & hen, tri thirc va
binh dan ...

CHET 1a mt trong nhiing chuyén binh thudng trong cudc
song cia con ngudi. Céi chét da, va dang xay ra ting gidy,
tung phut, timg gid va ting ngay. C6 18 vi vy cho nén co
nhiéu nguoi chang dé y dén than chét, va t& hon nita c6
nhiing nguoi chang lo chuan bi cho cai chét clia ho mot ti
ndo ca! Boi vi doi voi ho chét 1a hét!

Ban than mén, 13 nguoi Kitd hitu, ching ta tin ring CHET
KHONG PHAI LA HET, nhung con c6 doi sau, c6 doi song
vinh ciru, va c¢6 thuong cé phat. Chung ta tin ring trong
ngdy sau hét, [Chiia Gié-su Kité] day quyén ndang va vinh
quang [sé] ngi trong dam mdy ma dén dé xét xir nhan logi
(Mc 13:26-27). Lac @6 s€ co nhitng nguoi dwoc huong
phuc truong sinh, va sé co nhitng ké chiu 6 nhuc va bi ghé
tom muén doi... (Dn 12:2).

DPé ¢6 duoc su phuc sinh vinh hién, va duoc Thién Chua 4n
thuong, thi ngay tir hom nay, ban va tdi can phai chuan bi va
phai lo liéu cho k¥ ludng, cho chu dao, dé trong ngay phan
xét, ban va t6i s€ dugc nghe Chua noi nhiing 101 diu dang va
triu mén nay: “Ndo nhitng ké Cha Ta chiic phuc, hay dén
thita hwong Vieong Quoc don san cho cdc nguwoi ngay tir
thuo tao thién ldp dia” (Mt 25:34).

Phai chuén bi va lo liéu nhu thé nao cho chu ddo ddy? Toi
nghi, cach hay nhét va chac chin nhét hiy ling nghe va thyuc
hanh ba diéu vo cliing quan trong, ma Chiia Gié-su da mac
khai cho chiing ta trong Kinh Thanh va qua Me Gido Hoi.

e MOT LA, SIENG NANG DI XUNG TOI. Khi bj sa
nga, khi 16 pham t6i, thi ban va t6i phai lo an nin sam

héi va di xung toi ngay, dimg chan chg, dimg dé ca
nam hay vai nim méi di xung toi! Dimng dé toi trong
tich lily mdi trong ta, 15 minh chét bat dic ky tir
trong khi con dang mic t6i trong thi budn 1dm, boi vi
“Téi trong phd huy dirc mén trong chiing ta, cudp di
dn sung thanh hod va dan ching ta dén cdi chét doi
doi trong héa nguc néu khéng sam hoi” (Gido Ly
Todt Yéu # 395).

e HAI LA, THAM DU THANH LE VA RUOC LE.
Boi vi chinh Chua Gié-su da htra: “Ai an thit va
uong mau 161, thi dugc 9ong muoén doi, va toi sé cho
nguoi dy song lai vao ngay sau hét” (Ga 6:54). Xin
hdy trung thanh trong viéc tham dy cac thanh 1¢,
nhét 1a cac thanh 1& Chuaa Nhat, cac 18 trong va 18
budc. Dén tham dy thanh 1& ban va t6i s& duge Bi
Tich Thanh Thé nudi dudng va ban cho thém sirc
manh dé ching minh chéng lai nhitng cam dd cua
thé gian, ma quy va xac thit.

e BALA,LAM VIEC BAC AL BO THI, RONG RAI,
QUANG DAI CHIA SE & CHO PI. Béi vi trong
ngay Chiia Gié-su ngy dén trong vinh quang cua
Nguoi dé phan xét toan thé nhan loai, Ngai s& xét xir
dua trén nhiing gi chung ta CHO DI chir khong phai
dya trén nhimg gi ching minh TICH LUY! “Nao
nhitng ké Cha Ta chiic phic, hdy dén thira hwéng
Vieong Quéc don san cho cdc nguoi ngay tir thud tao
thién ldp dia. Vi xua Ta doi, cdc nguoi da CHO AN;
Ta khat, cac nguoi da CHO UONG; Ta la khdch la,
cdc nguwoi dia [CHO O TROJ]; Ta tran truong, cdc
nguwoi da CHO MAC...” (Mt 25:34-36). Ban thiy
chua? Nhiing gi chung ta cho di khi ta con & tran
gian nay, thi né s€ 1a cia chung ta ¢ doi sau, con
nhiing gi chung ta tich iy va giir lai thi s€ bo lai ¢
thé gian nay cho ké khac hudng. Vi thé cho nén méi
c6 mot Ong chf)ng da noi: "T6i ma chét roi thi mdt
hét, nha cira, tién bac dé cho dwong né xai, con cdi
ciia minh dé cho dwong né sai, vo minh dé cho
dwong né huong xai!”

Ban than mén, néu chung minh TIN, chiu kho CO GANG
mdi ngay, va TRUNG THANH siéng ning di xung toi,
tham dy thanh 1&, ru6ce 1€, rong rai khi bd thi, quang dai khi
chia sé va cho di ... thi ching minh chéc chin s& dugc vao
hudng hanh phic cung véi Puc Maria va cac Thanh trén
Thién Qudc mudn doi. Tbi tin chic nhu vay!

Céu chuc ban va gia dinh mot tuan 1& méi binh an, manh
khoe, vui vé. Va cling xin Chua chuc lanh va gin gir ban
va gia quyén khoi nhitng nguy hiém cta bénh dich.



Q;ziccording to the United Nations World Population

Prospects, about 7,452 people die each day in the United
States, which means that every 12 seconds someone dies.
(The 7,452 number does not include those who died from
Covid, and not to mention many fetal deaths that occur
absurdly in abortion clinics or in the hospital.) There are
different causes and different victims of death:

e Some people die from Covid, illness or of old age,
others from fatal accidents at their workplace or in car
accidents, others from suicide or homicide, and others
from the course of a war, or terrorist attacks...

e Death knocks at the doors of all denominations, of all
ages, from infants to young people, middle-aged and
seniors...

o The dead include all ranks in society, all skin colors,
the rich and the poor, the beautiful and the unattractive,
the noble and the mediocre, the intellectual and
average...

DEATH is inevitable for every human life. Death is occurring
every second, every minute, every hour and every day.
Perhaps that is why people are no longer paying attention, and
worse, have no concern about preparing for their own death.
To them, death is the end, so why should they prepare for it!

My dear friends, as Christians we believe that death is NOT
THE END, but only the beginning of eternal life. And we
believe that we will be rewarded or punished, according to the
way we have spent our lives. We believe that on the last day,
we will see [the Son of Man] coming in the clouds’ with great
power and glory to judge all mankind (Mk 13:26-27). At that
time, He will send some to everlasting life, others to reproach
and everlasting disgrace ... (Dan 12:2).

In order to inherit the glorious resurrection, and receive our
reward from God, starting today, you and I need to be
diligently preparing, so that on the Day of Judgment, we will
be able to hear God speak these tender and affectionate
words: “Come, you who are blessed by my Father. Inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world”
(Mt 25:34).

How do we conscientiously prepare for our death? In my
opinion, the best way is to listen and practice these three
important things that Jesus revealed to us through the Bible
and through the Mother Church.

e FIRST OF ALL, GO TO CONFESSION
REGULARLY. When we fall into temptation, when we
commit sin, you and I need to repent and go to
confession immediately. Do not wait; do not put
confession on hold for a year or a few years! Do not let
mortal sin accumulate in us. What if we die suddenly or
unexpectedly while committing a mortal sin? It would
be so sad, because “Mortal sins destroy charity in us,
deprives us of sanctifying grace, and, if unrepented,
leads us to the eternal death of hell” (CCC # 3935).

e SECONDLY, ATTEND MASS & RECEIVE HOLY
COMMUNION. Because Jesus Himself promised:
“Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has
eternal life, and I will raise him on the last day” (Jn
6:54).
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Be faithful in attending Mass, especially on
Sundays, solemnities and holy days of
obligation. At Mass, both you and I are
nourished by the Eucharist and we receive the
strength to fight against the temptations of the
world, the devil and the flesh.

THIRDLY, BE GENEROUS IN SHARING
AND GIVING. Because on the day Jesus
comes in His glory to judge all mankind, He will
judge us based on what we HAVE GIVEN, not
based on what we ACCUMULATED! “Come,
you who are blessed by my Father. Inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation
of the world. For [ was hungry and you GAVE
ME FOOD, I was thirsty and you GAVE ME
DRINK, a stranger and you [GAVE ME
SHELTER], naked and you [GAVE ME
CLOTHES]...” (Mt 25:34-36). Do you realize?
What we give away or share in this life will be
ours in the next life, and what we accumulate
and accrue will be left in this world for others to
enjoy. That is why, a husband declared: "/f/ die,
I'll lose everything, the money and house that [
worked hard for will be spent by the future man,
my children will be controlled by him, and my
wife will be dominated by him!"

My dear friends, if we BELIEVE, try HARD every
day, and FAITHFULLY go to confession, attend
Mass, receive Holy Communion, and are generous in
sharing with others...we will certainly be happy with
Jesus, Mary and the saints in the eternal Kingdom. I
strongly believe so!

Wishing you and your loved ones peace, happiness,
and good health in this coming week. And may God
protect you and your family from the dangers of the
Covid pandemic.
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