° ‘i%;n cho cac nguoi la nhitng ke giau co... Khon

cho cac nguoi, hoi nhitng ké bdy gio dang duoc no
né...” (Lc 6:24-25).

e “Thay bdo thdt anh em, nguoi giau c6 khé vao Nude
Troi ... Con lac da chui qua 16 kim con dé hon la ngueoi
giau vao Nuoc Thién Chua...” (Mt 19:24).

*  "Hoi nhimg ké giau c6, cac nguoi hay than van rén ri

»»”

vé nhitng tai hoa sdp doé xuong trén dau cdc nguoi...
(Ge 5:1).

Duya trén nhitng doan Kinh Thanh trén, mot s6 nguoi di dén

két luan: “Giau 12 mot mdi hoa.” Ban nghi sao? C6 ding

gidu 1a mot mbi hoa khong? Toi khong nghi gidu 1a mot
mbi hoa! Tai sao ha? Xin thwa 1a boi vi, toi théy nhitng
nhan vat ndi tiéng o trong Kinh Thanh, vi du nhu to phu

Abraham, I-xa-ac, va 6ng Gidp, toai la nhitng nguoi giau

¢6 ca! Ho 1a nhitng ngueoi giau cé nhat trong sé cdc con cdi

Phirong Déng...Con vua Salomon thi #6i vieot hon tdt ca

cdc dé vwong trén mat dat vé sw giau cé va khon

ngoan...(G 1:3; 1 V 10:23). Con nita, vao thoi cia Chua

Gié-su, ong Gia-kéu, o6ng Gio-xép thanh A-ri-ma-thé,

Philemon, Barnabas, va ba Lydia...toan la nhiing nguoi

giau c6, ho duoc Thién Chua chuc lanh va duge cac mon dé

gan guii voi ho. Nhu vay thi t61 nghi GIAU KHONG PHAI

LA MOI HQA!

Nhung néu gidu khong phai 14 hoa, thi tai sao nhfmg nguoi

giau lai bi Chua Gié-su va thanh Gia-c6-bé “diia” te tua

nhu vay? Toi nghi la tai vi:

- Su gidu co cua ho 13 cai giau bat chinh, gian xao, ludng
gat, ap buc nguoi khac... “Cac nguoi da gian lan ma
gitF lai tién lwong cia nhing tho di cdt lia trong rudng
cia cdc ngueoi... Trén céi dat nay, cdc nguoi da song xa
hoa, da budng theo khodi lac, long cac nguoi da duoc
no day thoa man trong ngay sat hai. Cdc nguoi da két
dn, da giét hai ngwoi cong chinh, va ho di chang
cuong lai cac nguoi” (Ge 5:4-6).

- Nguoi ta gidu tién giau bac, nhung khéng giau tinh,
khong giau nghia, cling khong giau long thuong xot...
Nhiing ké giau nay ding dung, lanh lung va tho o trudc
nhimng dau khd cua tha nhan. Ho chi giit bo bo ldy cho
minh ma khong biét chia sé¢ cho ngudi khac. Du ngén
“Ong nha giau va anh La-da-ré nghéo khé” trong Tin

Mung Thanh Luca la mét vi du dién hinh.

- Nguoi ta giau c6 nhung fr cao tw dai, chi dat hy vong
vao cua cai phu van (1 Tm 6:17). Ho y lai stc cua ho,
ho khong can dén Thién Chua: "Téi giau c6, ti da lam
giau, téi chang thiéu thon chi" (Kh 3:17).

Ban than mén, néu ban dong y vdi toi rang, giau khong

phai 12 mot mbi hoa, nhung phuc hay hoa 1a tlly vao cach

kiém tién, sir dung cuia cai va cach hanh xir ctia ching ta,
thi chung ta hiy cau nguyén cho nhau dé ban va toi:

- NO luc, siéng nang lam viéc va cd ging lam giau,
nhung lam giau mot cach chinh dang. Nghia la, dong
tién ta kiém dugc phai la tién sach, 1a dong tién do sirc
lao dong, do mo héi nudc mat cua ta lam ra, chir
khong phai 1a tién ban hay 1a tién vdy mau do budn
ban ma thy, xi ke, trong marijuana, cho vay lay lai,
gian lan, cit xén cia tho thuyén cO bac, ca d¢...Giau
kiéu nay 1a hoa day, chang bén dau béi vi cua lam ra
dé trén gdc, cua gian lgn dé & ngodi sdn!

- Cb gang hét strc dé dau tu, dé tro nén ngudi giau long
tir bi, giau long nhan 4i, giau long xot thuong, va giau
long trac an...qua vi€c quan tam téi nhlmg nguoi kém
may man, nhitng nguoi nghéo kho, 1am viéc bac ai, bd
thi, rong rai chia sé va cho di.

- Lam gi thi lam, 1am bat ct viéc gi, du viéc 16n hay
nho, du binh thuong hay quan trong, du trong nha hay
ngoai hang xudng, du viéc cong hay viéc tu...xin
dirng y vao sirc ciia minh, nhung hay cay dua vao su
tro gitp cua Thién Chua, va hdy y vao stic manh cta
Chua Gié-su, boi vi Ngai da khang dinh: “Khéng c6
Thay anh em chang lam gi dwoc [nhat la lam gidu]”
(Ga 15:5).

Thay cho 16i két, t6i xin giri dén ban 10i khuyén ctia thanh
Phao-16: “Nhitng nguwoi giau & tran gian ndy ... [hdy lo]
lam viéc thién va tro nén giau co vé cdc viéc tot lanh,
[hdy] an & rong rdi, san sang chia sé. Nhuw vay [la anh chi
em dang] tich trit cho minh mot vén liéng viing chdc cho
twong lai, dé dugc su song thgt” (1 Tm 6:17-19). Cau
chic ban may mén, gidu c6 vé mit vat chat, va nhat 1a
duogc giau long bac 4i, gidu long vi tha va gidu long tric
an, nho vay ban s& hudng phuc ngay ¢ doi nay va ca o doi
sau. Xin Chua chuc lanh cho ban va cho gia dinh ctia ban
luén mai. Amen!



o “ZQ)oe to you who are rich...Woe to you who are filled now..."” BQing Rith Is ﬁ Curse?
(Lk 6:24-25).

e “Again [ say to you, it is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of LZ ﬁ ‘_/706&@.9
a needle than for one who is rich to enter the kingdom of God...” (Mt
19:24).

o “Come now, you rich, weep and wail over your impending
miseries...” (Jas 5:1).

Based on the Scriptural passages cited above, some people have come to
the conclusion: “Being rich is a curse.” What do you think? Is being rich a
curse? I do not think being rich is a curse! Why? Because I recall famous
people in the Bible, such as Abraham, Isaac, and Job, all of them were
rich and wealthy! King Solomon was greater than anyone in the East...
he surpassed all the kings of the earth in riches and wisdom... (Jb 1:3; 1
Kgs 10:23). Furthermore, at the time of Jesus, Zacchaeus, Joseph of
Arimathea, Philemon, Barnabas, and Lydia...were all rich. God had
blessed them and the disciples had bonded with them. Therefore, I think
that being RICH IS NOT A CURSE!

However, if being rich is not a curse, then why were the rich people
“scolded” by Jesus and St. James in such a harsh way? I think it is
because of the following:

- Their wealth derived from unrighteous acts, such as defrauding, deceiving, and oppressing others... “The wages you
withheld from the workers who harvested your fields... You have lived on earth in luxury and pleasure; you have fattened
your hearts for the day of slaughter. You have condemned; you have murdered the righteous one; he offers you no
resistance” (Jas 5:4-6).

- People can be rich in money, but not rich in love, not rich in devotion, and not rich in mercy...These rich people are
indifferent and cold-hearted toward the suffering of others. They just keep everything for themselves without haring it
with others. The parable “The rich man and Lazarus” in the Gospel of Luke is a typical example.

- People can be rich, but they must not be proud and they must not rely on so uncertain a thing as wealth (1 Tm 6:17).
They rely on their own strength rather than relying on God: ‘I am rich and affluent and have no need of anything” (Rev
3:17).

My dear friends, if you agree with me that being rich is not a curse, but rather the way that we get money can result in a
curse, and that money can be a blessing if we are unselfish and share it with others, let us pray for one another so that we
could:

- Make the effort to work hard so that we can be rich, but do it in a healthy way. Which means that the money that we earn
must be gained honestly, from our labor, from our sweat and tears, and not from selling drugs, growing marijuana,
making loans with extremely high interest, fraudulence, -cutting/reducing our employees’ pay, gambling,
bookmaking. .. This kind of wealth is indeed a curse, and it does not last because ciia lam ra dé trén gaic, ciia gian ln dé
0 ngoai san, which means: the money that we work hard for belong to us, the money that we earn from cheating or
gambling are the possession of others.

- Do our very best to invest, to become a person who is rich in kindness, rich in mercy, and rich in compassion...by taking
care of the people who are less fortunate, and by performing works of charity, giving charitably and generously sharing
with others.

- Do what we do, whether it is big or small, whether it is ordinary or extraordinary, whether in the home or at the
workplace, whether it is publicly or personally, without...relying on ourselves, but relying on God’s help, and trusting
in the power of Jesus, because He has affirmed: “Without me you can do nothing [especially to become rich]” (Jn 15:5).

In closing, I would like to offer you a word of advice from Saint Paul: “Tell the rich in the present age...to do good, to be
rich in good works, to be generous, ready to share, thus accumulating as treasure a good foundation for the future, so as to
win the life that is true life” (I Tm 6:17-19). 1 wish you best of luck in being rich not only in material wealth, but also
being rich in mercy, forgiveness and compassion, so that you can be blessed in this life and the next. May God bless you and
your family always. Amen!
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