? hic Am tudng thut ring, ngay sau khi xuét hién

cong khai tai vung Ga-li-1€, Chua Giésu da trd thanh mot
nhan vat rit ndi tiéng. Tir mién qué cho dén thanh thi,
tir viing bién cho dén ving nii, trong nha ngoai dudng,
noi phd chg...chd nao thién ha ciing trim trd, khen ngoi
va kham phyc sy khon ngoan, nhiing 1i gido huén, va
nhiig phép la ma Chua Gié-su da thi an giang phuc cho
dan ching. Chua Giésu da noi tiéng dén ndi ca vua Heé-
r0-dé cling ndn nao, ciing ao wdc muon duwoc gap boi da
tirng nghe [ngueoi ta] ndi vé Nguoi (Le 23:8).

Ay vay ma nhimg ngudi hang x6m cta Chua Gié-su lai
nghi ngo, réi con ban tan véi nhau: “Boi ddu ong ta
dwoe nhie thé? Ong ta dwoc khén ngoan nhw vdy, nghia
la lam sao? Ong ta lam dwoc nhitng phép la nhw thé,
nghia la gi?...” (Mc 6:2). Chua hét, ho da té thai do coi
thuong Chiia Giésu dén ndi, Ngai phai thdt 1én: “Ngon
s co bi ré rung, thi cing chi la ¢ chinh qué huong
minh, hay giita dam ba con than thudc, va trong gia dinh
minh ma thoi” (Mc 6:4).

Tai sao ho lai coi thub’ng ‘Chﬁa Giésu nhu vay? Toi nghi
1a vi ho c6 qua nhieu THANH KIEN.

e Ho biét Chiia Gié-su tir hoi nhd, cdu khéng phdi la
mét ngueoi ¢6 bang cdp cao, chang di hoc diu xa
cd, chi loanh quanh trong ngoi truong lang, gia
dinh thi nghéo, bo lam thg méc, me lam nghé may
vd va néi tro, ca ho hang, anh em ba con ciing thé,
chang ¢6 ai ¢6 tai nang gi ddc biét ca. Viy ma
bay gio Giésu lai tro thanh mot nguoi khon
ngoan, ¢é tai an néi luu lodt va ddy sirc thuyét
phuc nhw vy, khong thé nhw thé dwoc!

e Trong ba muwoi nam troi, Giésu am tham song Vo
cha me, chdng bao gior c6 ai néi, ciing chang cé ai
nghe la Giésu co nhitng kha nang phi thu"ong hay
o6 nhimg tai nang ddc bi¢t gi ca. Vdy ma bdy gio
lai noi tzeng vé tai chita bénh, lam phép la cho
nguoi qué di duoc, ké mit xem thdy, ké chét song
lai...thi lam sao ma tin cho néi.

Vi mang ning nhitng THANH KIEN nhu vay cho nén
ho da khinh thuong Chia Giésu. Va vi thé Ngai khong
thé lam dwoc phép la nao tai [Na-da-rét] ca (Mc 6:5).

Thanh kién vé tha nhan di va van dang ton tai ¢ trong hing
xudng, 6 chg, 6 van phong, & tiém, ¢ truong hoc, 6 trong gia
dinh, trong dong tu, va ¢ trong gido xir dudi rat nhiéu hinh
thirc khac nhau.

e Con oi, nguoi ngogi quoc ho hoang phi lam, ho
khéng biét danh dum, khong biét tiét kiém, ‘khong biét
lo cho twong lai, lam dong nao xao dong dy...con ma
ldy né thi ca doi con chi ¢é kho ma théi!

* May la nguoi mién nam ma lam ddu cua nha nguoi
mién bdc thi may chét chdc! Nguwoi mién bdc ho 1é
nghia, khach sdo, kht khe, va khé khan lam dé!

e Phai la din choi, din giang ho, thi né méi cé nhiing
vét xdam & trén tay nhie vdy! Téi sé khong bao gic
chdp nhdn cdi thir dy la ré trong gia dinh t6i!

e Ba Hai cuong quyét khéng chdp nhin cho Hao ldy
Hué chi tai vi ba tin rang “Nhitng ngwoi mdt tring
moi tham, trai thi xdo quyét, gai thi diéu ngoa!”

Ban c6 bao gid c6 nhimng thanh kién vé& nguoi khac khong?
Néu khong thi cam on Chua. Con néu chéng may ban da
timg c¢6 nhitng thanh kién voi tha nhan, thi xin ban hiy suy
nghi lai!’ Xin ban thay d6i di, boi vi ¢ dau ciing c6 nguoi tot
ké x4u, tit ca moi nguoi chiing ta déu bat toan, déu c6 nhimg
sai pham, déu c6 nhitg 1& 1am ... Xin ding c6 thanh kién
Vi ai ca, vi khi c6 thanh kién v6i nguoi khac, 1a khi d6 ma
quy s€ gieo vao trong gia dinh, trong cong doan dong tu,
trong gi4o xu, vao trong noi lam viéc, va vao trong tim hon
chung minh sy chia ré, ghen twong, oan ghet, canh tranh, vu
khong, néi hanh, kiéu cing, hon loan (2 Cr 12:20).

Céu chiic ban ludn ludn 1a mot ngudi dai lugng, nhan hau, va
phong khoang va nhat 1a khong bao gio' ¢6 nhimg thanh kién
hay nhitng dinh kién tiéu cyc vé nhitng ngudi chung quanh,
dic biét 1a dbi voi nhitng anh chi em khac mau da, hoic
nhimg nguoi c6 nhimg phong tuc tdp quan khac véi minh.
Chua Gié-su da phan: “Mai lan cdc nguoi lam nhu thé cho
mét trong nhitng anh em bé nhé nhdt cia Ta day, la cdc
nguoi dd lam cho chinh Ta vay” (Mt 25:40). Nghia 1a mdi
1an ban va toi ¢6 thanh kién véi bét cir ai, thi luc d6 1a chung
minh di c6 thanh kién véi chinh Chua vay! Ban va toi hiy
cau nguyén cho nhau dé dimg ai trong chiing minh ¢ nhiing
thanh kién véi Chiia nhé! C6 thanh kién véi Ngai 14 khong
on dau! That day!



PRE)JUDICE!

@he Gospel recalls that, immediately after His public

appearance in Galilee, Jesus became a very famous figure.
From the rural area to the city, from the seashore to the
mountains, in the houses or on the street, at the
marketplace... people praised him everywhere; they
applauded and admired his wisdom, his teachings, and the
miracles that Jesus performed. Jesus was so famous that even
King Herod wanted to “see him for a long time, for he had
heard about him” (Lk 23:8).

However, the neighbors of Jesus were astonished but
skeptical, and they said to one another: “Where did this man
get all this? What kind of wisdom has been given him? What
mighty deeds are wrought by his hands? ...” (Mk 6:2). And
they showed their disdain toward Jesus, who then
proclaimed: “A prophet is not without honor except in his
native place and among his own kin and in his own house”
(Mk 6:4).

Why did they despise Jesus? I think it was because they had
so much PREJUDICE in their hearts.

o They knew Jesus from his youth. They knew that he
had not earned any degrees, that he had not gone away
to school, that his family was poor, that his father was
a carpenter and his mother was a housewife, that none
of his relatives had any special talents. Yet, Jesus had
become a wise, talented, silver-tongued, and persuasive
man! It was impossible for such a thing to happen! He
was just too ordinary!

o For thirty years, Jesus had quietly lived with his
parents. They had never heard anyone say that Jesus
had extraordinary powers or special talents. However,
suddenly he was performing miracles, healing the lame
and the blind, and raising the dead to life...How can
we believe in him?

Jesus’ neighbors were PREJUDICED against Jesus;
therefore, they despised him, and so He was not able
to perform any mighty deed there [Nazareth] (Mk
6.:5).

Prejudice is still active in our day. It can exist in
numerous ways in the factory, at the market, in the
office, in the shop, at the school, in the family, the
convent, and the parish.

e  “My dear, foreigners are so wasteful! They
do not know how to save money, they do not
know how to conserve; they do not know how
to plan for the future; they spend all they
have...If you marry him/her, you will suffer for
life!”

e “If you are born and raised in the South of
Vietham, and you marry a man who was born
and raised in the North, you are dead for
sure! The Northerners are formal, aggressive,
and stern.”

e “He must be a gangster or an addict because
he has all those tattoos on his body! I will
never allow such a man to become my son-in-
law!

e Mprs. Hai resolutely refused to allow Hao to
marry her daughter Hue because she firmly
believed, “Nhitng nguoi mdt trang méi tham,
trai thi xdao quyét, gai thi diéu ngoa!” which is
translated as, “Those who have white eyes
and blue lips, if it is a male, he is insidious; if
it is a female, she is deceitful!”

Have you ever felt such prejudice against others? If
you have not, thanks be to God. But if you are
prejudiced against others, then please rethink! Please
change your way of thinking, because good and bad
people exist everywhere. We all are imperfect
creatures, we all make mistakes, and we are all
vulnerable...Please do not be prejudiced against
anyone, because where these actions exist, the devil
will plant his seeds of rivalry, jealousy, fury,
selfishness, slander, gossip, conceit, and disorder” (2
Cr 12:20), whether in the family, in the religious
communities, in the parish, in the workplace, or our
hearts and minds.

Pray that you may always be generous,
compassionate, and kind-hearted and never have a
prejudice against those around you, especially those
of different skin color or other cultures. Jesus said:
“Amen, I say to you, whatever you did to one of these
least brothers of mine, you did to me” (Mt 25:40).
When you are PREJUDICED against anybody, you
are PREJUDICED against Jesus. Let us pray for one
another so that neither of us has prejudices against
God! Being prejudiced against Him is not prudent at
all! Seriously!
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