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Lo Puve Chdas Gtsa U i NMe Yoy

@éi Phic Am hém nay tuong thuat rang, khi thyc

hién phép la cho con gai 6ng truong hoi duong Gia-ia song
lai tir ¢6i chét, Chua Gié-su khong cho ai di theo minh, triv
ong Phé-ro, ong Gia-co-bé va em ong nay la ong Gio-an
(Mc 5:35-37). Ma khong phai chi c6 mot lan déu nhé! Con
hai 14n khac nira, thanh Mac-c6 ké lai rang, Chua Gié-su da
chiéu ¢ mot cach rat dic biét dén ba ong nay:

e Trén nui Tabor: Puc Gié-su dem cac ong Phé-ro,
Gia-co-bé va Gio-an di theo minh... chi minh cdc
ong théi, toi mét ngon niii cao. Roi Nguwoi bién doi
hinh dang truéec mat cac éng (Mc 9:2).

e Trong Vuon Cay Dau: Khi Piec Gié-su va cic mon dé
dén mét thira dat goi la Ghét-sé-ma-ni. .. Ngwoi [chi]
dem cdac ong Phé-ro, Gia-co-bé va Gio-an di theo
[Ngai ma thoi].” (Mc 14:32-34).

Tai sao Phé-ro, Gia-co-bé va Gio-an lai dugc Chaa Gié-su
uu ai mot cach rat dac biét nhu vay?

e Tai vi ba 6ng nay la nhimg ngudi c6 nhiéu bang cap,
thong minh va tai giéi hon chin dng kia? To6i khong
nghi ba ong nay co thé hon Mat-théu 1 nhan vién thu
thué, va Giu-da 1a thu quy duoc?

e Hay la vi cac 6ng la nhitng nguoi cé nhitng nhan duc
no6i bat hon chin mon d¢ khac? Toi nghi ciing khong
phai! La boi vi Kinh Thanh ghi lai rat rd rang, Phé-rd
la ké ham séng, SO chét, Gia-c6-bé va Gio-an thi tham
quyén, ham chirc, hao danh, ham lgi, tinh tinh nong
nay, béc dong dén do6 Chia Gié-su da dat tén cho
[Gia-co-bé va Gio-an] la Bo-a-né-ghé, nghia la con
cuia thién loi (Mc 3:17).

Nhu vay thi tai sa0? Cau tra 161 1a: T6i khong biét! Chi co
Chta méi biét thoi. Thé nhung c6 mot 1y do ma t6i nghi 1a
chinh dang nhét, d6 1a: “Vi Ngai YEU THUONG ho!” That
vay! Chi vi Thién Chua yéu thuong cho nén dng Phé-ro,
Gia-c6-bé va Gio-an mdi dugce uu ai va duge huong nhing
hong an dic biét nhu vay chir ty ban than, cic ong chang
lam gi nén cong trang chi ca! Chinh Chua Gié-su da phan:
“Khéng phdi anh em da chon Thay, nhung chinh Thay da
chon anh em” (Ga 15:16).

Xua ciing nhu nay, trong sudt hon hai muoi thé ky qua,
Thién Chua ciing c&r van tuyén chon ciing nhu ban cho
nhing nguoi ma Ngai yéu thuong nhitng hong an dic biét.
Ngai da khong ngimg moi goi va tuyén chon nhimg nguoi

t6i 101, tam thuong va yéu hén 1am moén d¢ ciia Ngai, d6
1a Pirc Giao Hoang, hong y, giam muc, linh muc, tu si
nam nit cho du ¢6 ai d6 gioi giang, tai dirc hay thanh thién
rnay di chang nira thi tat ca moi ngudi cling déu c6 mot
mau s6 chung 1a YEU DUOI & TOI LOI gidng y nhu cac
mon d¢ ngay xua ma théi. Chang c6 ai trong ho tai gioi,
va ximg dang ... dé Chua phai goi ho di theo Ngai va uu
dai ho ca!

Néu ban dong y véi t6i 1a tat ca moi thanh vién trong Gido
Hoi, tr Gido Hoang, Giam Muc, Linh Muc, Tu Si, cho
dén giao dan, tat ca déu 1a nhitng con ngudi gidng nhu ba
mon dé Phéro, Gioan va Gia-c6-bé, ho 1a nhimg ngudi bat
toan, hay méc phai sai 1am, luén yéu dudi va toi 16i ... ho
duoc tuyén chon boi vi Thién Chua yéu thuong ma thoi,
chtr tu ban than ho ché co6 ai goi 1a xting dang c4, thi toi
xin ban ¢b ging:

e Caunguyén nhiéu hon nita cho Ptrc Gido Hoang,
cac Puc Giam Muyc, cac linh myc, cac thay pho
té va cac tu si ... dé ho cang ngay cang trd nén
gidng Chua Gié-su hon. Biét va dam chap nhan
tr bo, hy sinh, tha thir, luon nhi€t thanh va phuc
vu tha nhan mot cach vo vi loi.

e Siéng ning va nd lyc cau nguyén cho canh dong
truyén giao clia Giao Hoi cang ngay cang c6 thém
nhiing tho git lanh nghé nhu 10i cia Chtia Gié-su
phan: “Liia chin day dong, ma tho gat lai it. Vay
anh em hdy xin chu mua gat sai tho ra gat lua
vé." (Mt 9:37-38).

. Séng rong rai, bac ai, tha thi, vui tuoi, lac quan
va hoa dong véi tat ca moi ngudi da tin hay chua
c6 niém tin vao Thién Chua, dé nguoi ta thdy
nhitng céng viéc tot dep [ching ta] lam, ma tén
vinh Cha ctia [ching ta la] Ddng ngw trén troi
(Mt 5: 16).

U'dc mong rang ban va toi, chung minh ludn dit tron niém
tin vao Chua Gié-su, 1a DPang duy nhét tuyét ddi thanh
thién, hoan hao va hoan my, chir khong dat niém tin vao
bat cr mot nguoi ndo ¢ trén thé gian nay, cho du dé 1a
Giao Hoang, Giam Muc, linh myc hay tu s ... bdi vi ho
chi 1a nhiing con ngudi yéu dudi thip hén va nhimng tay
tho gat vung vé va kém co6i ma thoi!

Cau chiic ban trong tuan 1& méi gip nhiéu niém vui, hanh
phuc va luon vui vé trén cudc hanh trinh véi Ngai!



o
oday’s Gospel tells us that when Jesus raised the daughter of

the synagogue official Jairus from the dead, He did not allow
anyone to accompany him inside except Peter, James, and John
(Mk 5:35-37). And not just this once! Two other times, St. Mark
recounted that Jesus favored these three men:

e On Mount Tabor: “Jesus took Peter, James, and John... apart
by themselves, led them up a high mountain. And he was
transfigured before them” (Mk 9:2).

e In the Garden of Gethsemane: “When Jesus and the apostles
came to a place named Gethsemane...He [only] took with
him Peter, James, and John with Him into the Garden” (Mk
14:32-34).

Why did Jesus favor Peter, James, and John in such a special way?

e Was it because these three men were better than the other nine
apostles because they were more qualified with numerous
degrees, they were more intelligent and more talented? I do
not think these three men were smarter than Matthew, the tax
collector, and Judas, the treasurer, who were shrewd
businessmen.

e Or was it perhaps that these were the men who were more
virtuous than the other nine? I do not think so! Because the
Bible clearly stated that Peter loved his life and feared death,
James and John hungered for power, honor, and privilege, and
were quick-tempered and impulsive to the point that Jesus
named James, son of Zebedee, and John the brother of James,
whom he named Boanerges, that is, sons of thunder (Mk

3:17).

So why did Jesus favor these men? The answer is: I do not know!
Only God knows. However, there is a reason that I think is the most
legitimate, which is: “Because He LOVED them!” Yes indeed! Of
course, Jesus loved them, and he favored Peter, James, and John
more than the other apostles. They had done nothing that brought
them merit! Jesus said: “It was not you who chose me, but [ who
chose you” (Jn 15:16).

Just as in ages past, so too, today, God still chooses and freely gives
special gifts to those whom He loves. He never stops inviting and
recruiting sinners and those who are weak or mediocre to become
His disciples. Whether as Pope, Cardinal, Bishop, Priest, religious
man, and woman no matter how knowledgeable, virtuous, or holy
they may be, everyone has a common ground, which is
VULNERABILITY and SINFULNESS, just as the disciples in the
past. No one is too untalented, undeserving, or unworthy to be
invited by God to follow Him!

If you agree with me, that all of the leaders in the Church, starting
from Pope, Bishops, Priests, Consecrated men/women to church
members, are all like the three disciples Peter, John, and James, who
were imperfect, vulnerable, and sinful, who were called and chosen
only because God loves them, not because of their worth, then [ urge
you to:

e Pray unceasingly for the Holy Father, Bishops, priests,
deacons, and religious men and women so that they become
more and more like Jesus each day. Pray that they will come
to the awareness and acceptance of sacrifice, forgiveness, and
service of others without benefits in return.

e Be diligent in praying for the missionary
field of the Church to have more well-
trained harvesters, for Jesus said: “The
harvest is abundant, but the laborers are
few, so ask the master of the harvest to
send out laborers for his harvest” (Mt
9:37-38).

e Live generously, be compassionate,
forgiving, cheerful, optimistic, and in
harmony with all believers or non-
believers so that people will see your good
deeds and glorify your heavenly Father
(Mt 5: 16).

With a heartfelt wish that both you and I will
always put our faith and trust in Jesus, the only One
who is absolutely holy, perfect, and divine, and not
in any person in this world, whether they are Pope,
Bishop, Priest or religious man and woman because
they are just weak, human and unskilled laborers!

Wishing you a new week full of joy, happiness and
exultation on your journey with Him!
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