Tai Sao o -,I-é\éi Ch& Ong DPhors?

%an c6 biét ngudi mon dé¢ Chua thuong mén 1a ai

khong? Theo cac nha chu giai Kinh Théanh, va theo céac
thanh Gido Phy, ngudi mon dé Chua thuong mén d6 chinh
1a Gioan Téng D6. Gioan 1a nguoi tré trung, hiang hai, va
can dam nhét trong Nhom Mudi hai, béi vi ong 13 nguoi da
trung thanh di theo Chila dén tan ndi So, va dugc Chua trao
cho vinh dy 16n lao 1a thay mat Chua dé cham soc cho Me
Maria: “Pay la me cua con.” (Ga 19:26-27).

Bay gio chung ta tro lai cau hoi: "Tai sao ong Gioan lgi cho
ong Phé-ro?" Co phai ong s¢ ma khong? Vo ly! Boi vi néu
ong so ma thi 6ng s€ khong chay mét minh den mo trudce
nhu vay! Con nita, néu ong s¢ ma thi sirc miy ma ong lai
mot minh ding trudc cira md dé ciii xuong va nhin thdy
nhitng bang vdi [0 trong mg].

Nhu vay thi tai sa0o? Tbi nghi, d6 14 vi éng toén trong quyén
binh cia ong Phé-r6. Ban co m¢ Tin Mung cua thanh
Mit-théu ra doc thi sé thiy, truéc d6 6ng Gioan di tan tai
nghe Choa Gié-su trao quyén lianh dao cho ong Phé-ro:
"Phé-ro, nghia la Tang Da, trén tang da nay, T hdy sé xay
Hgi Thanh cua T) hay, va quyén lwc tir than sé khong thang
noi. T hay s& trao cho anh chia khod Nudc Troi: dwdi dat,
anh cam budc diéu gi, trén troi ciing sé cam budc nhi vy,
dudi dat, anh thdo céi diéu gi, trén troi ciing s€ thao coi nhw
vay” (Mt 16:18).

Thai d§ ding cho 6ng Phé-r6 tai ctra md khién cho t6i kham
phuc tinh khiém nhuong ctia 6ng Gioan, béi vi t6i thdy, ong
Gioan ton trong 6ng Phé-r6 khong phai vi ong Phé-r6 thanh
thién tai giéi hon, dao dic thanh thién hon, giau c6 hon, an
no6i luu loat hoat bat hon minh, nhung 6ng ton trong va tung
phuc chi vi ong Phé-ré da dugc Chiia goi va chon, cét dit
6ng lam thi 1anh ciia Gido Hoi ma Ngai thiét lap.

Mau guong ting phuc quyén binh ciia 6ng Gioan that déng
dé cho mdi nguoi chiing ta noi guong bat chudce, vi ¢6 1im
khi, ban va t6i tung phuc 6ng ba cha me, vang 161 Buc Gido
Hoang, Giam Muc, cac vi Bé Trén, cha xu, cha linh hudng,
thay tro {y, so trg ta ... 1a boi vi sg, 1a boi vi ho 16n tudi hon
minh, ¢6 nhiéu bang cdp hon minh, thong thao nhiéu ngoai
ngit hon minh, c6 nhiéu tién va c6 nhiéu uy tin hon minh ...
chur khong phai toi ton trong va vang phuc cac ngai, vi cac
ngai 1a nhitng ngudi dugc Thién Chia goi va tuyén chon
lam dai dién cho Ngai & tran gian.

Qua mau guong 6ng Gioan kinh trong ngudi dai dién cta
Chua & tran gian, ching ta hiy cdu nguyén cho nhau, xin
Chua ban cho ban va t6i on khiém nhuong va on can dam dé

ching minh biét noi gwong bat chudc thanh Gioan, luén
tuan phuc va kinh trong nhiing vi dai dién ciia Chua &
tran gian nay, cho du cac ngai c6 do, c6 kém hon ching
minh vé bét ctr phuong dién nao di ching nita, thi ban va
t6i cling hay c¢b gang tuan phuc va kinh trong cc ngai.

- La con chau, xin hay kinh trong va tudan phuc ong
ba, cha me, chu bac, cé di...khi cac ngai giao duc,
béo ban, day do va khuyén ran ban siéng ning di
tham dy thanh 1é, di xung t6i, khéng dwoc an & véi
nhau truée khi civ hanh nghi thirc hon phéi trong
nha tho, khong di choi khuya, khong co bac, ruou
cheé, xi ke ma tiy...thi xin hdy tung phuc, ling
nghe, dirng bao gio I6n tiéng cdi lai hay 1y sw ciin!

- La nhitng tin hitu, xin hay kinh trong va tung phuc
quyén binh cua buc Giao Hoang, Giam Muc, Linh
Muc, Phé Té...khi cdc ngai nhan danh Chiia glang
day, khuyén ran va hwéng dan ban vé mat tin Iy va
luan ly. Vi du nhuw, khong dwoc ung ho nhitng dao
luat pha thai, hon nhan d(;ng tinh, tro tir, tur hinh,
khong duwoc coi phim anh bay ba, khong duoc
trong va buén ban marijuana.. Nhitng hic dé, xin
ban hdy nhé, cdc ngai dang thi hanh bén phdn ma
Chita giao phé cho cdc ngai day!

- La linh muc, tu si, xin hdy kinh trong va tudan phuc
cdc Pirc Gidm Muc va cdc dang bé trén khi cdc
ngai khuyén nhu, ran de, day do hay thuyén
chuyén viéc muc vu...xin ding 6 thai do chong
béang, phan khdng, va dimg nghi rang minh bi cdc
ngai ghét bé hay ruong ray! Ma la chinh Chiia
dang ran day ban day!

Chua Gié-su dd khang dinh v6i cac mon dé khi xua ciing
nhu hom nay ring: "4i nghe anh em la nghe Thay, ai tir
chéi anh em la tir choi Thay; nhung ai tir choi Thay la tir
choi Pang da ai Thay" (Lc 10:16). Xin hiy nhd, khi
kinh trong va tuan phuc nhitng vi dai di¢n cia Chua noi
tran gian nay, thi lic ¢6 ching minh dang kinh trong va
tuan phuc chinh Thién Chua. Ma ai kinh trong va tuan
phuc Thién Chiia, thi nguoi d6 s& nhan duoc nhidu an
phuc cua Chtia ban ca ¢ doi nay 14n doi sau nita, ching
thiét hai hay mat mat gi dau! Xin hdy ¢ ging ban nhé!
Céu chuc ban va gia dinh mot mua Phuc Sinh vui tuoi,
khoe manh va xin su binh an cua Chua Kitdé Phuc Sinh
luén cu ngu ddi dao trong ban va nhitng ngudi than yéu
cua ban.



@0 you know who the disciple whom Jesus loved was?

According to the Biblical Exegesis and the Fathers of the
Church, the disciple whom Jesus loved was John the
Apostle. John was the youngest, fervent, zealous, and the
most courageous of the Twelve, for he was the one who
walked faithfully with Jesus to the Place of the Skull, and
was given the great privilege to care for His mother Mary:
“Behold, your mother” (Jn 19:26-27).

Let’s get back to the question: "Why did John wait for
Peter?” Was it because he is afraid of a ghost? That’s
nonsense! For that reason, if he is scared of ghosts, he will
not set out alone running to the tomb! If he fears ghosts, he
dared not to stand alone in front of the grave where he bent
down and saw the burial cloths there.

Why is it so? Personally, I think he respected Peter’s
authority. Please open the Gospel according to Matthew,
and you will see, John had previously witnessed Jesus give
Peter the authority among the apostles: “You are Peter, and
upon this rock, I will build my church, and the gates of the
netherworld shall not prevail against it. I will give you the
keys to the kingdom of heaven. Whatever you bind on earth
shall be bound in heaven; whatever you loose on earth
shall be loosed in heaven” (Mt 16:18).

The attitude of waiting for Peter at the tomb's entrance
compels me to marvel at John's humility; what I realized is,
John respected Peter not because he is more virtuous,
honorable, righteous, wealthier, or has better social skills
than him. John appreciated and was submissive to Peter
only because he was called and chosen by the Lord. Jesus
entrusted him the authority to be the leader of the Church
that He established.

John's exemplar of obedience to the authority figure is
commendable for each of us to imitate. For countless
moments in time, we obey our grandparents/parents, the
Pope, Bishop, religious Superior, parish priest, spiritual
director, the chaplain assistant...is simply because we are
afraid that they are older, they have more degrees, they are
more fluent in foreign languages, they have more money,
more prestige than us...and so it is out of fear that we are
docile, not because we respect and obey them, for they are
the ones whom God has called and chosen to be His
representative on earth.

Through John’s exemplar of respect to God’s representative
on earth, let us pray for one another, may God grant us the

grace of humility and courage so that we can imitate St.
John’s attitude, to always obey and respect God’s
representative in this world, regardless of their status,
ranking or even inadequate to us in anyways, may we
strive our best to show them respect and accordance the
following:

- As grandchildren/children, please respect and obey
your grandparents, parents, aunts, uncles...when
they instruct, enlighten, teach, and advise you to
diligently attend Mass, go to confession, do not
cohabitate before celebrating the Rite of Marriage
in the church, don’t stay out late, do not gamble,
drinking, drug use...please listen and submit to
them, never argue loudly or vent out in blunt
argument!

- As Catholic Christians, please respect and succumb
to the authority of the Pope, Bishop, Priest, and
Deacon...when they teach, counsel, and instruct you
in the name of the Lord in doctrine and morality.
For instance, do not support abortion policy, same-
sex marriage, euthanasia, death penalty, do not
watch impure movies, do not grow and trade
marijuana... During those times, take heed, they are
fulfilling the duty that God entrusted to them!

- As priests, religious men/women, please respect and
obey the Bishops and superiors when they instruct,
rebuke, lecture, or prepare for a pastoral transition.
Please do not be defiant, rebellious, and perceive it
as a personal dislike or detest! It is God who is
teaching us!

Jesus affirmed his disciples in the past as well as present:
"Whoever listens to you listens to me. Whoever rejects you
rejects me. And whoever rejects me rejects the one who
sent me" (Lk 10:16). Please remember, when we respect
and obey God’s representatives in this world, we are then
respecting and obeying God. Whoever respects and obeys
God will receive abundant blessings from God both in this
life and the next, they only gain, and nothing is lost!
Please do the best of your ability!

Wishing you and your family a blessed Easter filled with
joy and good health. May the peace of the Risen Christ
dwell in you and your loved ones richly throughout this
Holy Season.
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