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Qli bai Tin Mimg ciia ngay 1& Hién Linh, t6i thiy ba
nha chiém tinh da phai duong dau véi rat nhiéu kho khan,
thir thach, nguy hiém va ké ca chan nan that vong khi cac
ngai roi bé qué huong xir sé dé theo anh sao la. Trudc khi
cat budc ra di, ho phdi do du, din do suy nghi rdt nhiéu vé
chuyén phdi bo lai dang sau lung vo con, gia dinh, sy
nghiép...Roi trén cudc hanh trinh, ho da phai doi dién véi
khi hau khdc nghiét, ngdy nong, dém lanh, voi su thiéu thon
vé nhitng tién nghi 16i thiéu, ndo la thi dit, nao la nguy co
trém cudp, roi phdi an bo ngii bui...R6i khi dén Gié-ru-sa-
lem, ho bi mdt dnh sao dan dwong, ddy cé thé néi la giai
doan cang thang va den toi nhat! Thé nhung cudi cing, ba
nha chiém tinh da dén dich diém, di gap duoc Pang Ciu
Thé, Con Thién Chua lam ngudi.

Cau hoi ma t6i mubén moi ban cling suy nghi d6 13, nho dau
va lam cach ndo ma ba nha chiém tinh dd hoan tit cudc
hanh trinh di tim Chtia nhu vay? Toi nghi ba nha chiém
tinh d nho vao LONG TIN.

e  Cdc éng TIN rang ngdi sao xudt hién trén bau troi do
chinh la ngéi sao ciia Bang Cieu Tinh.

e Cdc ngai TIN rang, néu c6 céng di TIM thi cdc 6ng
sé GAP

o Cdc nha chiém tinh TIN rang, GAP dwoc Pdng Ciru
Thé réi thi cudc doi cia ho sé hanh phuc va binh an
hon.

Nho LONG TIN sat da va kién viing 4y, cho nén cac ngai
da chién thang duoc nhimg sy s¢ hai, nguy hiém, vuot qua
tat ca nhitng gian kho, nguy hiém... ké ca nhimg muu mé
x40 quyét ciia vua Hérédé, va da dén dich diém binh an.

Ban than mén, nhin vao cudc hanh trinh di tim Chua cua ba
nha chiém tinh, t6i nghi cudc hanh trinh di tim Chua cua
ching minh va ctia nhitng Kit6 hitu khac, ciing chang khac
gi cua cac ngai. Trén cudc hanh trinh di tim Chua, chung ta
da, dang, va van con thuong xuyén ddi dién véi nhiing gian
nan, khé khan thir thach, cam dd va nhitng nguy hiém nira.
Thé nhung vi khong dii niém tin, hay it 1a chua dii long tin,
cho nén nhiéu lic nguoi ta da bo cude. Cude hanh trinh di
tim Chua cua ho bi gian doan, hay bi bo ngang khi ho gap
nhimg chudng ngai vét, khi gap phai nhiimg ngan tr¢ trén
duong di tim Chua cia ho. Khong nhiéu lam dau nhung
cling khong phai la it!
e Sau khi hd so vé vu lam dung tinh duc ctia Theodore
McCarrick duge Toa Thanh cong khai hoa, nhiéu
Kit6 hitu di cam thay chan nan, that vong, tirc gian,

bo 1€, bé nha the, bo gido hoi va bo ludn ca Chua, vi
cach 1am viéc cdu tha va hanh xur thiéu khon ngoan
cua cac gioi chirc bén Toa Thanh.

e Khong it nguoi bi lung lay niém tin, chan nan, that
vong, va chac khong it nguoi trong s6 ho da bo cudc,
khong mubn tiép tuc cudc hanh trinh di tim Chua nita,
khi ho nghe tin cac Giam Muc khong thong nhat voi
nhau vé viéc tir chdi khong cho cac chinh tri gia,
nhfmg nguoi cong khai ung hd pha thai, va rude lé

e Nhiéu Kit6 hiru tai Hoa Ky ciing nhu nhleu quoc gia
trén thé gioi da bo cudc, khong con mubn dén véi
Chtia, khong con thiét tha dén viéc di tim Chua, vi ho
cho rang Gido Hoi qua khit khe vé van dé ngira thai,
pha thai va hon nhan dong tinh!

Ban c¢6 mudn bé cudc nhu ho khong? Hay ban mubn hoan
tat cudc hanh trinh di dén véi Chua giéng nhu ba nha chiém
tinh khi xra? Néu ban mudn bé cudc thi t6i xin ban hay
suy nghi lai. Néu khong thi xin ban hiy rang;

e Thu nhat, noi guong bit chudc cic tong dd, cau

nguyén lien li, xin Chua ban thém long tin cho chiing
“Lay Thay, xin thém long tin cho chiing con” (Lc
17:5)

e Thi hai, phai bam liy Chua va tréng céy vao sy trg
giip cua Ngai, boi chinh Ngai dé hira: 7 at ca nhiing
ai dang vat va mang ganh nang né, hdy dén cing 16i,
161 € cho nghi ngoi boi duéng” (Mt 11:28).

e Thu ba, phai ghi nhd nam 1ong, khong co ai tranh
khoi hay dwgc mién trir khoi nhitng gian nan, khén
kho va thir thach trén cudc hanh trinh di tim Chua ca!
Nobody! Ké ca Ptrc Maria, 12 Pdang day on Phiic
Dirc Chua Troi o cung ba...

Hom nay la ngay 1& Hién Linh, ching ta cau nguyén xin
Chta ban thém 1ong tin cho chiing ta, dé giita nhiing song
gi6 ba dao cua cudc doi, gitta nhimg lic chan nan, € ché,
that vong, khi gip nhiing guong mu guong XAu trong gido
hdi...ban va toi s€ noi guong bt chude ba nha chiém tinh
khi xua, can ddm chip nhan tat ca moi hy sinh, gian nan thir
thach, va kién tri khi gap nhling song gio, thur thach, va di
dén cing dich cua cudc hanh trinh, phai dén dé giap cho
bang dugc Puc Giésu Kitd, 1a Thién Chiia va 1a ngudn su
song lai ctia chung ta.

Chi khi nao t6i va ban GAP dugc Chia thi lic d6 cude doi
cta ching minh méi ¢6 binh an, hanh phiic va méi co su
song doi doi. Pumg bo cude nira chimg, udng Iim ban nhé!
Xin Chtia chic lanh, ban binh an va gin giit ban luén séng
trong tinh yéu thuong ctia Ba Ngo6i Chi Thanh.
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%ough the Gospel of the Feast of the Epiphany, I can imagine that following the yonder star for the three wise men must

have been difficult, arduous, precarious, and even discouraging, disheartening. Before leaving their home, they must have been
hesitant, apprehensive and ruminating over the reality that they must leave their wife, children, family and career...Then, on
the journey, they endured uncooperative weather conditions, hot during the day and cold at night. They encountered a lack of
minimal amentities, ferocious predators in the wild, risk of being mugged, eating and sleeping in snatches...Upon their arrival
in Jerusalem, they lost their guiding star; this indeed was the most crucial and intense period of their lives! But in the end, the
three wise men reached their destination; they met the Savior, the Son of God became flesh.

The question that I would like to invite you to ponder upon is, by which means and how did the three wise men accomplish
their searching for God? Personally, I think they depended on their FAITH.

o They BELIEVED/TRUSTED that the star that appeared in the sky is indeed the star of the Savior.
e They BELIEVED/TRUSTED that, if they invest their time to SEEK they shall FIND.
e They BELIEVED/TRUSTED that, once they MET the Savior, their lives would be content and peacefill.

Thanks to their steadfast and robust FAITH, they conquered all fears and trials, overcame all hardships, dangers, including the
cunning machinations of King Herod, and they peacefully arrived at their destination.

My dear friends, as we reflect on the journey of the three wise men seeking God, I am confident that our journey to find God
and that of other Christians is no different than theirs. Upon the journey of seeking God, we have been, and are still, often
encountering/faced with turmoils, trials, temptations, and vulnerabilities. Nevertheless, due to the lack of faith/trust, many
have given up their search. Their journey to seek for God is being disrupted or put off when they encounter obstacles or
blockages on their way to seek for God. It is not a lot but enough to be of concern!

e Following the Vatican made public a detailed report on an internal investigation revealing that Theodore McCarrick
alleged sexual transgressions, many Christian felt frustrated, disappointed, infuriated that they ceased attending Mass,
left the Church, and even forsook God, just simply because of the imprudent, senseless way that the officials of the Holy
See chose to handle the case.

e Quite a few people’s faith has been shaken, they are depressed,
disappointed, and perhaps some have already despaired, they no longer What To Do
desire to continue their journey to seek for God when they hear that the
Bishops are not unified on the refusal to allow politicians, and those who When we race
openly support abortion, to receive communion.

e Many Christians in the United States and many countries worldwide have @ @ .
relinquished; they don’t want to come to God, they are no longer desire to M g W-?
seek God because they think that the Church is too strict on contraception, :
abortion, and gay marriage!

Do you also want to give up, just as some do? Or do you want to achieve the
journey to find God like the three wise men? For some reason, if you're going to

give up, [ urge you to think it over. If your desire is still strong, I ask you to strive
your best to do the following:

e First of all, imitate the apostles, pray unceasingly, and ask God to
strengthen our faith. “Lord, increase our faith” (Lk 17:5)

e Secondly, we must cling to God and rely on His grace because He
promises: “Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened, and I will
give you rest” (Mt 11:28).

e Thirdly, we must hold dear to our heart, no one is restrained or refrained
from the trials, tribulations, and tests on their journey to seek God! Nobody!
Including Blessed Mother Mary is full of grace; the Lord is with you.

Today is the Feast of the Epiphany; we pray that God will strengthen and increase
our faith so that amid life's challenges, depression, distress, disappointment, when
facing or experiencing bad examples in the church, we will imitate the example of
the three wise men. Wise men who courageously accepted all sacrifices,
hardships, and challenges. Wise men who persevered in the face of tests and trials
and achieved the goal of our journey by ultimately meeting face to face with Jesus
Christ. The latter is God and the source of our resurrection. Lm Paminh Pham Tinh, SDD

Only when we MEET God will our lives be filled with peace, joy, happiness, and www.chatinh.or.
eternal life. Such a pity if you give up halfway! May God bless you, grant you www.nhachua.org
serenity, and keep you fully alive in the love of the Most Holy Trinity.




