@ oc trinh thuat Chtia Gié-su Hién Dung trén Nui, t6i ctr

thic mic 1a tai sao Pitc Gié-su lén mii cau nguyén [nhing
chi] dem theo ba ong Phé-ro, Gio-an va Gia-co-bé va [con]
cho cdc 6ng nhin thdy vinh quang ciia Ngai nhu vay? (Lc
9:32). Ma khong phai chi c6 mot 1an ma 13 c6 téi ba lan, ba
ong Phé-ro6, Gia-c6-bé va Gio-an dugc Chua Gié-su cho di
theo chimg kién nhimg sy la ca thé c6 lién quan dén Ngai.

e Khi bién hinh & trén nai Tabor (Mc 9:2; Mt 17: 1, Lc
9:28).

e Khi cho con géi 6ng truong hoi duong Gia-ia song lai
tir ¢Bi chét (Mc 5:35-37).

e Khi Puc Gié-su va cac mon dé dén mot thira dat goi la
Ghét-sé-ma-ni (Mc 14:32-34).

Ban c6 biét tai sao vay khong? Tai sao chi c6 ba 6ng Phé-ro,
Gia-c6-bé va Gio-an duogc di theo Chua trong nhiing su kién
dac biét nhu vay con chin mon d€ khac thi khong dugc?

Co ngudi nodi 1a tai vi ba 6ng Phé-ro, Gia-c6-bé va Gio-an la
nhing nguoi c6 nhidu bang cap hon, thong minh va tai gioi
hon chin 6ng kia! T6i khong nghi nhu vy boi vi néu noi vé
trinh d¢ hoc vén thi toi nghi ba 6ng ngu phu nay khong the
nao qua mat duoc hai mén d¢ Mat-théu va Giu-da t-ca-ri-6t,
mot vi 14 cyu nhan vién s thué va mot vi 1a thu quy cua
nhom Mudi Hai. Mat-théu va Giu-da ft-ca-ri-6t it ra ciing
phai phai c6 bang CPA (Certified Public Accountant) hodc
cing phai theo hoc rnay 16p Accounting thi méi lam duoge
nghé thu thué va giit tién ch! Nhu vay thi trinh d6 cta ong
Phé-r6, Gia-c6-bé va Gio-an ddu thé n6i 1a nhiéu hon hay cao
nhét dugc?

Lai c6 nguoi khac bao rang 1a boi vi ba 6ng Phé-ro, Gia-co-
bé va Gio-an la nhitng nguoi ¢6 nhimg nhan dic ndi bat hon
chin mén d¢ kia! Toi nghi cang khong dung 1a boi vi Kinh
Thénh ghi rat 15 1a luc bay gio, ca ba 6ng Phé-rd, Gia-c6-bé
va Gio-an déu la nhitng nguoi cha ra 1am sao ca!

e Ong Phé-r6 1 nguoi thudc loai phdi bo, ba dau néi do,
n6i lidu, noi bira, va té hon nira 6ng con chdi bo Chua:
"Téi thé la khong biét nguoi cac ong néi dé [la ai call”
(Mc 14:71).

e Ong Gia-c6-bé va Gio-an 1a nhiing nguoi tham quyén,
ham chac, hdao danh, ham loi... "Thua T hdy, xin cho
hai anh em chiing con, mot nguoi dwgc ngoi bén hiu,
mét nguoi dwoe ngoi bén ta Thay, khi Thay dwgc vinh
quang” (Mc 10:37).

Nhu vay thi tai sao? Ban doan thtr xem! Toi thi nghi rﬁng
chi ¢6 mot 1y do kha hgp tinh hop 1y, do6 1a vi Chta Giésu
YEU THUONG ho ma théi, chr tyr ban than, cic 6ng chiang

c6 gi ximg dang hay da lam gi nén cong trang chi ca!

Ban than mén, Pirc Giésu Kit6, hém qua ciing nhie hém
nay, va nhuw viy mai cho dén muén doi (Dt 13:8) Ngai
van tiép tuc goi va chon nhimg nguoi gidng nhur ba dng
Phé-r6, Gia-co-bé va Gio-an, do la cac Buc Giao Hoang,
cac Pirc Giam Muc, cac linh muc, va cac tu si nam nir
...toan 13 nhitng con ngudi c6 cing mot mau sO chung 1a
YEU BUOI & TOI LOI va Ngai da wu ai ciing nhu cho
phép ho di theo Ngai.

Néu ban dong ¥ véi t6i 14 moi thanh phan trong Gido
Hoi, ddc biét 1a nhiing ké dugc Thién Chua tuyén chon
lam mén dé di theo Ngai déu 13 nhitng con ngudi bat
toan, yéu dudi va t6i 16i. Va néu ban ciing dong y vai toi
1a ho duoc tuyén chon bai vi Thién Chiia yéu thuong ho
ma thoi thi bat dau tir ngdy hom nay, tir nhimg ngay dau
mua chay thanh nay, xin ban giup t6i hai viéc nay:

e Thir nhit, trong nhitng gio' doc kinh, khi tham du
thanh 1 va nhét la khi tham dy Chau Thanh Thé...
xin ban hdy ciu nguyén nhiéu hon nita cho Pic
Gido Hoang, cho cac Buc Giam Muc, cho cac linh
muc va cac tu si nam nir...dé ho biét khiém ton,
trung thanh va hang say trong cong viéc bon phan
va khi phuc vu tha nhan.

e Thu hai, khi ban nghe nguodi ta don thoi hay ban
tan nho to, hay khi thiy ¢6 nguoi ndi voi ban vé
nhilng guong mu guong x4u, hodc nhitng khiém
khuyét hay nhing yéu dudi...cia hiang Gido
Pham, hang Gio Si va tu si...thi xin ban Ién tiéng
can ngan va noi voi ho rang: “T6i chang biét thuec
huw ra sao, nhung chuyén do dé cho Thién Chiia xét
xi, chung ta nén cau nguyén cho cac ngai thi tot
hon la ngoi ddy dé ban tdn, cha cé loi gi ca”

Uéc gi ban va t6i, ching minh ding bao gid ngd long
hay mat long tin vao Thién Chua khi thdy nhiing guong
mu, guong xdu do Gido Hoang, cac Giam Muc, Linh
Muc, Tu Si...mot cach nao d6 da gay ra. Ngoai Thién
Chua la Déng hoan thién va tdt lanh ra, ban va toi dung
di theo hay tin vao bat cir ai ¢ trén doi nay, boi vi ho chi
1a nhitng con ngudi yéu dudi va thdp hén trong minh van
con day nhitng khiém khuyét giéng nhu ba 6ng Phé-ro,
Gia-c6-bé va Gio-an vay!

Hay di theo Chuia béi vi chi ¢6 mot minh Ngai 1a Dang
Thap Toan ma thoi! Con tit ca moi nguoi trén thé gian
nay, tir Gido Hoang, Giam Muc, Linh Muc, Pho Té, Tu
Si, gido dan...chi 1a nhimg con nguoi yéu dubi va t6i 15i
ma thoi!



2; geading through the account of the Transfiguration of

Jesus on Mount Tabor, I kept wondering why did Jesus [only]
took Peter, John and James with him and went up on a mountain
to pray [and] he was transfigured before them? (Lk 9:32).

Not once, but three times, Jesus granted access/privilege to Peter,
James, and John to witness the miracles that related to Him.

e  When Jesus transfigured on Mount Tabor (Mk 9:2; Mt 17:
1; Lk 9:28).

e When Jesus raised Jairus’ daughter from the dead (Mk
5:35-37).

e When Jesus and the apostles came to a place named
Gethsemane (Mk 14:32-34).

Have you ever wondered why? Why did Jesus choose Peter,
James, and John during special events and not the other nine
apostles?

Some express that because these three men Peter, James, and
John, were more qualified with numerous degrees, they were
more intelligent and more talented than the other nine! I do not
think so because, in terms of education, these three fishermen
could not surpass Matthew, the tax collector, and Judas, the
treasurer of the Twelve, both of whom were shrewd businessmen.
Matthew and Judas Iscariot must at least have carned a CPA
(Certified Public Accountant) degree or enrolled themselves in a
few Accounting classes to work as a tax collector and treasurer!
Therefore, Peter, James, and John’s education level cannot be
seen as better or more above average.

Others stated that because these three men Peter, James, and
John, were more virtuous than the other nine! It’s even a false
statement because the Bible clearly stated at that moment, all
three, Peter, James, and John, are just mediocre!

e Peter was impulsive, impetuous, blabbermouth, and even
worse, he denied Jesus: "I swear I do not know this man
[about whom] you are talking!” (Mk 14:71).

e James and John hungered for power, honor, and
privilege... “Teacher, grant that in your glory we may sit
one at your right and the other at your left” (Mk 10:37).

So why did Jesus favor these men? Can you guess! Personally,
there is a reason that I think is the most legitimate, which is that
Jesus LOVED them; they had done nothing that brought them
merit!

My dear friends, Jesus Christ, is the same yesterday, today, and
forever (Heb 13:8). God continues to call and choose people like
Peter, James, and John; those are Bishops, Priests, Deacons,
religious men and women...everyone has a common ground of
VULNERABILITY and SINFULNESS, yet He lovingly enables
them to follow Him.

Suppose you agree with me that all of the Church leaders,
especially those chosen by God to be his disciples, are all
imperfect, vulnerable, and sinful. And if you agree with me that
they were called and chosen only because God loves them, then
starting today, the beginning of this holy Lenten season, please
support me with these two things:

e First of all, during your prayers, when you attend Holy
Mass and especially the Eucharistic Adoration...please

e pray unceasingly for the Pope, bishops,

priests, religious men, and women...so that
they might become more and more like
Jesus each day by being humble, faithful
and committed to their ministry and service
of others.
Secondly, when you hear people gossip,
tattletale or when you encounter people
blabbing about the bad examples, or
imperfection or weaknesses of leaders in the
Church, clergy, and consecrated men and
women...please have the courage to speak
up and stop them from spreading those
rumors: “/ don’t know whether it is true or
not, but let God be the judge, we should hold
them in our prayer rather than sit here
discussing and ruminating over things that
might not be true. It’s worthless.”

My wish is that we will never lose heart or lose
faith in God when we see or experience the
terrible examples and instances prompted in
whichever way by the Pope, Bishops, Priests, and
Religious men and women. Besides God, who is
good and perfect, we should not follow or put our
total trust in anyone in this world because they
are weak, lowly, sinful, and still full of
imperfections, just like the three men Peter,
James, and John!

Please follow Jesus, the only One who is holy,
perfect, and divine! All others in this world,
whether they are Pope, Bishops, Priests, Deacons,
Religious men and women or Laity, are just weak
and sinful humans!
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